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Tournaments 
As a working club director, I am frequently asked by newer players, “How do I get 
better?” My consistent advice is “Play Up!” Playing with your peers doesn’t really 
help much because when you make a mistake, it frequently doesn’t cost you. But 
getting punished for your mistakes is a fast way to learn because the bad score 
hurts. So, I recommend playing against better competition. 

One of the best ways to do this is to go to tournaments. Tournaments tend to attract 
the better players, so the funny thing is that when you play in an event that is 
geared to your master point level, you are actually playing against some of the 

best players at your master point level. If you can consistently win against the top players in your master 
point bracket, then you really are ready to move up to the next level. 

But in addition to playing against the best players in your master point bracket, play an event or two at a 
level higher with a partner you trust. This is a quick indicator on how far you’ve come and helps you learn 
more advanced techniques. When you are ready, playing against professional players is very instructive 
because they see things in the hands that you don’t. Some of them are quite generous in sharing their 
knowledge or at least a hint of what you need to learn. 

But another good reason to go tournaments is the people you meet. I just came back from the North 
American Bridge Championships held in San Francisco. While there, I needed a pickup partner for the first 
day and found a gentleman at the partnership desk who didn’t have many MPs but said he played at a 
significantly higher level than his master points. I took him up on it. We played up! And had an excellent 
finish! He turned out to be a very good player who was chill and would talk about hands between rounds 
which I like. All in all, we had a marvelous experience and are talking about playing at the Minneapolis 
NABC. I would have been happy to play St. Louis with him but he is working during the tournament so can’t 
attend it. 

Over the years, I have collected a few tournament partners because they are neat people who play the 
game well and are fun partners. The amazing part is that almost none of my tournament partners are 
local. They are all people I have met at tournaments either as an arranged partnership through friends or 
at the partnership desk. I’m happy these people are in my life, even if only in small time slices – they are 
wonderful people! 

Another reason to play tournaments is that you get to be a tourist in some place different. San Francisco is 
a wonderful town, and we had fun exploring some out of the way diners and one bar.  

So, I encourage you to go to our tournaments.  The easy way to find them is to use this link for a full listing 
of District 21 Tournaments – with a hearty “Thank You!” to Rick Wilson for writing the software behind this 
link. 

I hope to see you at Monterey! 

Merry Christmas! 
Happy Hanukkah! 

 
Jim Coke 
ACBL District 21 President 
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