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Diablo Valley By Lisa Assoni/The ShortCut Cook  (499) 

New Years, new years, please help me stop my fears, I'll try and do my best to 
focus on the good things and dispel the bad. News can make us very sad. 

Resolutions are made, foundations are laid; but by two weeks or so, you'll forget 
the promise you made. Of course, bridge is near, hoping to add some cheer. It doesn't 
matter if you win or lose, as bridge is near to help us socially connect with others.  

The truth be known, as we age isolation comes upon us. Building bridges to meet 

others is an important factor to maintaining social contacts, without much trouble. 

So, start your New Year filled with good things you can recall, and you're grateful 
for. Don't remain amiss and don't resist meeting others. If you can't get out to play, 
there are ways to fill our bridge needs-on-line. 

OK, I'm done. I hope you will play in-person bridge, and what a good day it will be.  

Happy New Year to all! 

Lisa Assoni 

Fresno By Laura Da Costa (522) 

Hello everyone. Happy Holidays. Hope you are staying warm and that 
the roads are not too foggy as you venture out for your shopping trips 
and party plans.  

Past Events  

Christmas Party/General Meeting: Our annual Christmas 
Party/General Meeting and Game was on Sunday, December 14th.  

First, let’s discuss the Party. This year we decided to have our lunch (party) with 
food from Sal’s Mexican Restaurant. It seemed like that was a popular choice as people 
seemed to love the enchilada casseroles, a variety of finger food, and, of course, beans 
and rice. We also had salad, a couple of cakes, and a variety of bubbly drinks. Thanks 
to those who helped in some way with the food (delivery, ordering, or donating)—Don 
& Marion Austin, Jackie Finn, Deb Petersen, Anthony Soto, and Tom & Mary Warner. 
The party became even a bit merrier when we were visited by member Angie Heisdorf; 
Angie hasn’t played for a long time, and we have all missed her bright smiling face. 
Thanks, Marion Austin, for all the lovely photos. 
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Next, the Annual General 

Meeting. Don Austin 
(president) and Lowell Gist 
(treasurer) each presented a bit 
and imparted much the same 
information; Unit 522 is doing 
well. As Lowell indicated, we 
are in the black most months 
and will probably be ending the 
year that way. If you 
remember, the pre-COVID 
clubhouse at its old location 
used to be in the red most 
months (often by a $1000). So, 
this is good news.  

Also, part of the meeting, I 
was happy to announce that 
Mun Takeda was named the 
Distinguished Service Award 
winner this year; Mun has 
taught 2 over 1 lessons multiple 
times for this clubhouse and 
has donated all income to the 
Unit. We thank you, Mun. I also 
announced that one of District 
21’s Goodwill winners this year 
is our own Anthony Toto. We 
nominated Ant for his 
commitments to our clubhouse 
in a few ways: fundraiser 
organizer (remember the t-
shirts?), serving on the Board of Directors, being our representative on the District 21 
board, promoting our Sectionals everywhere he plays, etc. For more on what he has 
accomplished, see Gail Gabiati’s Goodwill Report (this Diamond in the Ruff email or 
the D21 website). 

The Game. Steve Johnson was the Director for the day—thanks Steve. We had a 
nice 9 tables on the Open side and 4 tables on the 499er side. We ran the game as a 
Membership game. Open winners were (N/S) Gerard Laquerriere & Matthew Wilkins 
(Overall winners) and (E/W) Steve Holmes & Ann Derwin. The winners for the 499er 
game were Madeline Lynes & Judy Pierre (with a 69.44% game, so close to the magic 
70%). It was a fun game with some very interesting hands. 
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The Cleanup. I do want to thank the team that stayed to the end to get the room 

back into shape before we left for the day. So, thanks go to Steve Johnson, Jackie Finn, 
Jim Luther, and Jason McAlexander. 

Pro-Am Teams: We had this team game back on November 9th. Just 4 teams 
this day, but it was still a fun afternoon. All teams won at least one of the three 
matches, but the winners for the day were the only team to win more than one match. 
In fact, they won all three. The team was Anthony Toto (captain), Jason McAlexander, 
Mary Warner, and Lori Sandersier.  

Upcoming Games  

New Year’s Eve Party/Game: One party in December is not enough, we need 
two. We have been doing the New Year’s Eve game for the past two years (last year 
not on the 31st). This year, as the 31st will be a Wednesday, we decided to cancel the 
regular afternoon lessons and the evening game and have an Open game at 1 pm that 
day. So, potluck lunch at noon and game at 1 pm. The plan is to get you out and home 
before it is too dark, too foggy, and too many crazy drunk drivers on the road. Come 
join us! 

Mentoring Game/Lesson: We have planned a Mentoring Game/Lesson for 
Sunday, January 18th. This lesson is a great way for people of all levels to learn a bit 
from more experienced players. I hope you will join us as either a mentor or mentee. 

Fresno Winter Sectional in 2026: Flyers are already available for our regular 3-

day sectional on Presidents Day Weekend (February 14th-16th).  

Member News  

Richard Meffley Memorial Day (December 6th): Bill Glass made a point of 
playing the NABC team game on this day using the card he used to play with Richard. 
Bill and his partner David Kendall (Queensland, Australia) picked up another pair at the 
partnership desk and came in first of 11 teams. A great way to remember Richard. 

New Members: Welcome to new Unit 522 members: John Grotz and Debby 

Smith!   
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Change of Rankings: New rankings for October & November 2025. Notice we 

have two, yes two, new Life Masters! 

Life Master 

• Jim Luther 

• Deb Petersen 

 

Bronze Life Master 

• Deb Petersen 

Sapphire Life Master 

• Anthony Toto 

70% Games: We have some special games to report, 70% and above 

Pair or Ind. Percentage  Game 

Linda Arredondo 71.43 Fri. Aft. 99er Indiv. (11/14)   

Steve Johnson & Kamlesh Mahendru 72.92  Thurs. Aft. <1000 (12/4) 

Sandy Petrie 80.96 Fri. Aft. 99er Indiv. (12/5)   

Pat Heckathorn 70.00 Fri. Aft. 99er Indiv. (12/12)   

The next series of bridge lessons will be taught by Don through Clovis Adult 
Education starting in March. These will be Tuesday evening lessons. 

Keep up to date with all events on our Website at fresnobridge.org. 

Gilroy/Morgan Hill/Hollister By Jim Craig (524) 

Don McCown 

4/6/1940 – 11/3/2025 

We lost a wonderful person and a fine bridge player with the passing of Don 
McCown. Don was a regular at the Thursday game in Gilroy, but his fingerprints go way 
back in our Unit. Don spent several years on the Unit Board of Directors, and after 
retiring from that continued to cart the supplies from the game room in Gilroy to the 
Unit game on a monthly basis. At the table, Don was a friendly partner and worthy 
defender. There are a number of “Don-isms” in regular play at the club, and all are said 
with a smile. He always had his “two of the top three” if he opened a weak 2, and if the 
trumps split against him 5-0 he knew he had been targeted by a heavenly avenger. 
(Don’t bother reminding him that “everyone plays the same hands.” He knew it. He just 
didn’t believe it.) I played with Don now and then, and we had some fun wins. We also 
lost a few, but that was just because somebody above had it in for Don that day. Now 
Don can get his revenge at the Head Table against the most forgiving of partners and 
opponents. Thanks, Don. I miss you. We all do. 

https://fresnobridge.org/
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Rank Advancements 

Our very active club has a number of advancements over the past couple of 

months. 

Junior Master (5 mp): Lisa Maack and Irene Popenhager 

Sectional Master (50 mp): Steve Greenberg 

Advanced NABC Master (300 mp): Richard Ross 

Bronze Life Master (500 mp): Seala Fletcher-Kelly 

Ruby Life Master (1,500 mp): Margot Kakalec 

Congratulations to ALL!  Keep it UP!! 

The Tournament Trail 

Santa Cruz Surf’s Up Open Sectional 

October 18-19, 2025 

Win Stone, Jim Craig, Seala & Graham Kelly took the drive over the hill to play in 
the Sunday Open Swiss Teams at the “Surf’s Up Sectional.” They came away with 
SECOND PLACE and 5.16 MP each! 

Palo Alto Bridge Sectional in Mountain View 

October 23-26, 2025 

Joanne McLoughlin and Ginny Arguello made a small splash at the Palo Alto 
Sectional and came away with 0.63 Silver MP each. Well done! That’s how we do it. Bit 
by bit. 

Unit 498 Sectional in Mountain View 

November 1 – 2, 2025 

Graham Kelly and Ken Johnson came away with 2.47 Silver MPs in the Open Pairs. 
Very nice! 

STaC Week for District 21 

November 17-23, 2025 

During the Sectional Tournament at Clubs (STaC) event for November 2025, our 
Unit hosted three games, though the Thursday 0-199 game in Gilroy did not have any 
other clubs to compare against. There were also games going on in other Units during 
the week. Some of our local pairs did fairly well. The results below are showing total 
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Masterpoints. This was a “Royal STaC” week, so gold and red points are also included. 
Here are the pairs who placed in the Region STaC final results (including invading 
neighboring Santa Cruz on Sunday): 

Tuesday November 18 (Hollister, Open):  

Win Stone & Jim Craig (71%) – 2nd in A [5.77 MP] 

Dave Jackson & Ken Johnson – 6th in A [1.82 MP] 

Linda King & Suzanne Proctor – 1st in B [3.78 MP] 

Seala Fletcher-Kelly & Joanne McLoughlin – 6th in B, 3rd in C [1.22 MP] 

Skip Pack & Susan Vance – 6th in C [0.99 MP] 

Thursday November 20 (Gilroy, Open) 

Jim Craig & Ed Logg – 5th in A [2.37 MP] 

Norm Dow & Mark Moore – 5th in B [1.23 MP] 

Joanne McLoughlin & Bob Wiedlin – 5th in C [1.18 MP] 

Skip Pack & Dennis Rubida – 6th in C [0.56 MP] 

Sunday November 23 (Santa Cruz, Open) 

Jim Craig & Win Stone – 4th in A [1.82 MP] 

Some nice results for our Unit! 

FALL NABC – San Francisco 

11/28/25 - 12/7/2025 

They don’t get much bigger than this. A “National” in our own backyard. Still, San 

Francisco is an hour up the road, through heavy traffic, and who likes parking in the 
City? We did not have many of our members make the drive. But the ones who did 
made it worth their while! 

Richard Ross – 15th in the 0-6000 Blue Ribbon pairs 

Graham Kelly & Ken Johnson – Tuesday Open Pairs (5th in Flight B) 

Ken Johnson with Joanne Wicker – Second Friday Mid-Flight Pairs (SECOND 
PLACE) 
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Some impressive masterpoint totals:  

Richard Ross (33.66), Ken Johnson (29.51), Graham Kelly (7.25) 

While they were the big winners from our Unit, others played and won some pieces 
here and there. The list of winners is available on the ACBL website. Over 3000 players 
won masterpoints at the event, from all over the world. (I “scanned” the lists. I did not 
“memorize” the lists of winners.) 

Congratulations to all the participants and winners!  

Christmas Party 

The Unit Christmas Party was Sunday December 7 at Old City Hall in Gilroy. The 
day started with a Unit meeting to elect our Directors for the next year and approve 
some revisions to the bylaws. The changes were publicized in advance and quickly 
passed by the membership. Directors for the next year are: 

President – Linda King 

Vice-President – Patty Stone 

Secretary – Shireen Zekanoski 

Treasurer – Ken Johnson 

Membership – Seala Fletcher-Kelly 

Thanks to the outgoing directors for their fine work during our 70th Anniversary 
year! And good luck and thanks to our incoming officers. 

The meeting was followed by bridge (see results under “Unit Games”), Christmas 
carols, and a buffet dinner. The bridge and dinner were FREE to Unit Members (it pays 
to be a Unit member!). Happy Holidays to everyone! 

Unit Games 

Regular monthly Unit Games are generally held on the third Sunday of the month. 
Occasionally the Unit Game must be moved to a different weekend, and sometimes 
additional, special Unit Games (such as this month’s CHRISTMAS PARTY) are added on 
a different, but announced, basis. Usually, the location is the Morgan Hill Centennial 
Recreation Center but check any announcements. Starting time is 11:30 am.  
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Results 

October Unit Game in Morgan Hill (10/26/25) 

The Open/Stratified game had 7 1/2 tables 

1st A – Win Stone & Jonna Robinson 

1st B – Margot & Melanie Kakalec 

1st C – Ivan Godard & Skip Pack 

The 199er game had 3 tables 

1st – Lisa Maack & Irene Popenhager 

2nd – Celeste Brandt & Peggy Bradley 

November Unit Game in Morgan Hill (11/16/25)  

The Open/Stratified game had 7 full tables 

N/S A – Win Stone & Melanie Kakalec 

N/S B&C – Seala Fletcher-Kelly & Joanne McLoughlin 

E/W A&B – Carol Nicoletti & Suzanne Proctor 

E/W C – Lennart Naslund & Lesley Waltner 

The 199er game had 2  1/2 tables 

1st – Pat Kelley & Ernestine Hicks 

2nd – Peggy Bradley & Celeste Brandt 

Christmas Party in Gilroy (Old City Hall) (12/7/25)  

The Open/Stratified game had 11 1/2 tables 

N/S A – Vinny McLoughlin & Mark Moore 

N/S B – Linda & Ron King 

N/S C –Joanne McLoughlin & Ginny Arguello 

E/W A – Jo Levy & Robert Johnson 

E/W B – Barbara Earley & Patty Stone 

E/W C – Ivan Godard & Skip Pack 
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The 199er game had 4 tables 

1st – Dave Glashan & Geff Kinn 

2nd – Pat Kelley & Ernestine Hicks 

Full results are available on the Unit website, and ACBL “Live for Clubs,” both with 
hand records. 

Club Games 

The Tuesday game in Hollister (Buena Vista Bridge Club) has returned 
permanently (for now) to the clubhouse in Dunne Park (600 West Street, Hollister). 
Game time is 11:00 am most Tuesdays. The game is generally 3 - 6 tables, and open to 
all. If you plan to come and have not played there in a while, call Skip a day in advance 
to save your place (831-524-4883). Here is a heads up, there are a few special events 
with special points coming up over the next few months in Hollister: 

Winners over the past two months were: 

Oct 21   1st –Win Stone & Dennis Rubida 

  2nd – Seala Fletcher-Kelly & Joanne McLoughlin 

Oct 28  1st – Patrick & Liega Arnett 

  2nd – Barbara Earley & Suzanne Proctor 

Nov 4  1st  – Graham Kelly & Vinny McLoughlin 

  2nd – Joanne McLoughlin & Seala Fletcher-Kelly 

Nov 11 1st – Win & Patty Stone 

    2nd – Barbara Earley & Suzanne Proctor 

Nov 18  NS 1st – Ken Johnson & Dave Jackson (65%) 

    NS 2nd – Susan Vance & Skip Pack 

EW 1st – Jim Craig & Win Stone (71%) 

EW 2nd – Linda King & Suzanne Proctor 

Nov 25 A – Graham Kelly & Seala Fletcher Kelly 

    B – Skip Pack & Marilyn Bankert 
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Dec 2 TIE – Barbara Earley & Suzanne Proctor 

    TIE – Jim Craig & Win Stone 

Dec 9 A – Jim Craig & Win Stone 

    B – Sheila Holt & Nancy Sampson 

The Thursday game in Gilroy (Stone’s Game) is at the Senior Center across from 
City Hall and adjacent to the Police Station, with a brief lesson at 10 am followed by 
play. There is an Open section and an Intermediate/Novice section with a top limit of 
199 MP for participants. 

Oct 23 (Open)  1st NS – Vinny McLoughlin & Graham Kelly 

   2nd NS – Ken Johnson & Dave Jackson 

1st EW – Chuck Wilson & Nt Sreekanth 

2nd EW – Rosemary Erwin & Diana Dragt 

            (<199) 1 – Ed & Helen Shaw 

   2 – Geff Kinn & Barbara Miller 

Oct 30 (Open) N/S 1st – Norm Down & Mark Moore 

   N/S 2nd – Ken Johnson & Carol Nicoletti 

   E/W 1st – Win Stone & Dennis Rubida 

E/W 2nd – Sally Hale & Jeff Rogers 

            (<199) N/S 1st – Peggy Bradley & Celeste Brandt 

   N/S 2nd  – Rebecca Sanchez & Julia Meader 

   E/W 1st – Barbara Miller & Geff Kinn 

E/W 2nd – Jim & Kathy Krause 
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(Thursday, November 6, our playing space was not available, so we changed 

the game to Friday Nov. 7. There was a smaller turnout, so the following game was 
only one section, with Open pairs sitting N/S and 0-199 pairs were sitting E/W.] 

Nov 7 (Open)  N/S 1st –  Seala Fletcher-Kelly & Suzanne Proctor  

   N/S 2nd –  Jeff Rogers & Sally Hale  

   E/W 1st – Joanne McLoughlin & Ginny Arguello 

   E/W 2nd – Lennart Naslund & Lesley Waltner 

Nov 13 (Open) 1st A – Jim Craig & Win Stone 

   1st B – Mark Moore & Vinny McLoughlin   

   1st C – Lennart Naslund & Lesley Waltner 

           (<199)  1st – Bob Wiedlin & Nancy Sampson  

   2nd – Dave Glashan & Geff Kinn 

Nov 20 (Open) N/S A&B – Jim Craig & Ed Logg (60%) 

N/S C – Arlene & Steve Greenberg 

   E/W A – Sally Hale & Jeff Rogers (58%) 

E/W B&C – Joanne McLoughlin & Bob Wiedlin 

           (<199) 1st – Jim & Kathy Krause 

2nd – Pat Kelley & Ernestine Hicks 

Dec 4 (Open) N/S A&B – Patrick Arnett & Lorrie Scott 

N/S C – Betsy Wagner & Chuck Wilson 

E/W A – Sally Hale & Jeff Rogers 

E/W B&C – Joanne McLoughline & Seala Fletcher-Kelly 

           (<199) N/S 1st – Gretchen Ross & Shireen Zekanoski 

E/W 1st – Bob Wiedlin & Merrill Wolfe 
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Dec 11 (Open) N/S A – Win Stone & Jim Craig 

N/S B – Seala Fletcher Kelly & Dennis Rubida 

E/W A – Sally Hale & Jeff Rogers 

E/W B – Patrick Arnett & Mary Ann Ruggles 

           (<199) 1st – Bradley Whitaker & Bob Wiedlin 

2nd – Pat Kelley & Ernestine Hicks 

Full results are available on the Unit website, and ACBL “Live for Clubs,” both with 
hand records (for Gilroy and STaC games). 

Local Online Game 

Win Stone, who operates the Thursday game at the Gilroy Senior Center, also 

hosts BridgeBase (BBO) online games, Monday, Wednesday,  and Fridays at 1:25 pm 
local time. Players are welcome from all over, but generally it is made up of Unit 524 
members and their friends. Usually, 3 to 7 tables of friendly competitors each day. Look 
for “Stones Game” at 1:25 (pacific time) on BBO, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. This 
INCLUDES the day before and after Christmas, and the day before and after New Year'
s Day. 

Livermore Valley By Don Garka (501) 

 The website for livermorebridge.com has been converted to WordPress. Please 
take a look and if you have any recommendations for additions or changes please drop 
me an email at dgarka@comcast,net. The club has a new director Sudhir Kulkarni; 
having more directors to spread the load is very helpful! Thanks, Sudhir! The club is 
also in the process of getting an online game on realbridge.online on Friday evenings. 
This will be a sanctioned game with the ACBL. Real Bridge has try-out games so give it 
a try and see if you like the platform. The Livermore Club will continue to meet on 
Mondays at 10 a.m. All games are ‘special', offer extra points, and still only cost $7. 
Singles are always welcome—partners will be provided! Please arrive 10-15 minutes 
early to get matched with a partner. Warning: the downtown parking has been 
changed

 
to 3 hours so please park in the gravel area behind the building that has 24-

hour
 

parking to avoid receiving a ticket. 

The Unit is going to have its sectional Jan 31- Feb 1, 2026. This is the one with the 
nice red seat cushions! 

https://livermorebridge.com/
mailto:dgarka@comcast,net
https://realbridge.online/
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Marin By Mary Warner (508) 

Many Marin-ites attended the San Francisco NABC and some 
achieved new ranking. 

Steve Levinson of San Rafael became a 
Life Master and a Bronze Life Master. 
Needing 4.92 gold points, Stephen 
overachieved. He won 8.21 in the 

Wednesday Bracketed Round Robin Teams playing with Patricia 
Irwin (San Rafael CA), Enid Rubin (Tiburon CA), and Stanley 
Green (Greenbrae CA) and then another 7.56 on Thursday in 
the Bracketed Round Robin Teams with Susan Macdonald 
(Caspar CA), Sherrie Barakatt (Modesto CA) and Susan Vogtlin 
(Rio Vista CA).  

This was preceded the day before with Stan Green on another team, achieving 

Ruby Life Master. 

Here are some other new achievers. Congratulations to: 

 Dave Kramer  Corte Madera    NABC Master 

 Nancy Chiu     Corte Madera    Life Master 

Cheers to our outstanding “C” players who came in BIG at the 499er game in 
November 

      Tess Offord and Anita Sinclair - 69.17% 

      Jim Boswell and Robert Carey - 60.83% 

Happy Birthday to Jorgen Hildebrandt of San Rafael 
who has reached a milestone 99th birthday, still plays 
bridge as an Advanced NABC Master and drives himself to 
Terra Linda’s bridge club each day as well. It took three 

chocolate cakes to celebrate his 
achievements. Woo Hoo!!! 

Our Holiday Party was held Sunday, December 14 in Terra 
Linda, with 25 tables. Our potluck featured ham and turkey and 
delicious side dishes brought by our talented cooks. This is our 
big fundraiser for Homeward Bound of Novato. 
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Homeward Bound is very grateful for our continued 

support of their efforts to aid homelessness. Here is the 
IMPACT our Unit 508 has had since 2009 as reported by 
Paul Fordham: 

• Raised $1.3 million 

• Supported 6,198 people 

• Provided for 7 new permanent affordable housing 
programs 

• 1,081 people received free culinary job-training and 
supported work experience 

And YES, one of our very generous members is 
again DOUBLE MATCHING our contributions. 

Happy Holidays to all of us crazy bridge players! 

Modesto By Ray Adams (529) 

Our unit is proud to announce that Dana Dempsey from the 
Monday group made Junior Master and Garrard Marsh kept up his 
rapid ascent of the ranks when he achieved Ruby Life Master. Well 
done, Dana and Garrard.   

In October, Dana Dempsey and Linda Ewing captured first with a 
65.08% game on the sixth. Then, on the twentieth, Kris Domitrovich 

and Marilyn Tallent won with a solid 64.78% effort. On November 3, Mike and Rose 
Epting had the high game of the two months with a 70.14% outing. Ed Jeffers and 
Frank Villnes won on the twenty-fourth with 65.28%. As readers can see, there were 
several nice games on Monday this period. 

The October and November Unit games were won by Ralph Jungwirth and Trelle 
Uhl, 57.74% in October and 63.69% in November. Marcia Laird and Jeanne Russo were 
first in B in October, while Matt Weston-Dawkes playing with Roger Smith – who 
returned from Nashville to play in this game–ended up first in B and C. 

There were four STAC games in November. Cathie Peck and Nancy Simas had the 
top game that week at 71.53% on Monday. On Tuesday, Sheela Wani and Frank 
Frohman beat three other pairs who finished with a 52% game, but not quite as high as 
the winners. I have never seen such a fight for the top spot before. Thursday saw John 
Rollin and Garrard Marsh winning with 61.11%, and the Saturday event was paced by 
Mike and Rose with a 68% effort as they captured first in A, B, and C. 
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Overall, in the STAC games, Sheela Wani won A, Garrard Marsh dominated B, and 

Mike and Rose took the C stratum. 

The three highest scoring Saturday invitational games were turned in by Sharon 
Cole and Joyce Rudesill at 70.48%, second were Barbara and Jim Page with 69.84%, 
while Libby Longstreth and Tom Au had a 68.25% effort. Saturday leaders were: B       
(readers may recall that no A players may win points in this game): Sharon and Joyce 
tied for first, Barbara Page was second, and Jeanne Russo, third. In C, Ed Jeffers was 
first, Jim Page second, and Mindi Lassman third. Ed Jeffers and Mindi Lassman 
duplicated Mike and Rose's all-strata finish on the first of November by coming in first in 
A, B, and C. 

Frank Frohman and Sheela Wani had the highest score this period, their 68.45% 
barely edging Sharon Cole and Garrard Marsh who had 68.23%. Wow! That was close.  
Third was John Rollin and – who else – Garrard Marsh with 66.15%. 

High pointers overall for the two months were:  A, Sheela Wani at 17.83, second 
Ray Adams with 17.21, and third, John Rollin with 14.33. In B, Sharon Cole won 10.22, 
just past Garrard Marsh with 10.12, while Barbara Page was third at 9.45. In C, Matt 
Weston-Dawkes had 6.31, Ed Jeffers was second with 4.74, while Jim Page captured 
third at 4.64. 

Our unit had four players who captured points at the recent San Francisco NABC.  

Ray Adams and John Rollin won 4.5 platinum. John then went on to win 16 more gold 
and red points. Garrard Marsh won 17 gold before he got too sick to play, and the big 
winner was Lorraine Bocks who massed up a total of 31 gold points. Well done, fellow 
bridge buffs! 

The Saturday invitational Christmas party was on December 13. Debbie DeZarn 
and Debbie Greenberg tied Libby Longstreth and Terry Sciabica for first in the bidding 
contest, while Judy Remmers and Tom Au were next. Marcia Laird and Jeanne Russo 
won the game, with the Pages coming in second, and Sharon and Joyce finishing third.   

Well - winter is upon us with a vengeance, but the new year is rapidly approaching 
and here's hoping all our local bridge buffs get lots of masterpoints for Christmas and in 
the new year.   

Monterey By Ed Schrenzel (530) 

Fun times were had by all the past 2 months at the Unit 530 Bridge Club!  

It all started at the Halloween Party and Bridge Game hosted by Hetty Eddy on 
Friday October 31st. The top vote getter for best costume was Don Graham with Kathy 
Pfitzer a close second.  
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In the bridge game, the first-place finishers were Neville Kirby and Ed Schrenzel 

(North-South) and Kass Schwin and Jim Riesenfeld (East-West).  

Next up was the monthly Unit Lunch and Bridge Game hosted by Maja on Sunday 
November 9th featuring an early Thanksgiving feast with roast turkey and the 
trimmings along with a Moroccan phyllo pastry treat, a chicken & rice dish and assorted 
pies and other desserts. Special credit went to Marti Jones and Jane Altavilla among 
others!  

The team of Greg Northcraft and Ed Schrenzel finished first North-South while Maja 
and Helen Rubin were the top East-West team. In second place were Gina Brown-Glenn 
Chee and Bob DuBroff-Mano Singham, and the third-place partners were Incy Brooks-
Richard Wang and Ewan and Tom Eby. 

Unit Treasurer Ray Mok reported that the event earned $1,093, including $177 in 

donations, for the unit to help cover operating costs.   

The December 14th Unit Lunch and Bridge game, directed by Doug Halleen, 
featured a delicious ham donated by Marti Jones and Gabrielle Fischer along with 
fabulous holiday appetizers, side dishes and desserts.  

The event attracted 64 people for 16 tables of bridge. The winning pairs were Don 

Fennell and Kathy Pfitzer North-South and Trulee Ricketts and Helen Rubin East-West.  

Game fees netted $1,206 for the club, including $155 in cash donations. Also, in 
the annual club-sponsored silent auction, a total of 26 items were bid on and won by 
club members and guests, raising an additional $4,045.  

A visiting pair from out of town was so impressed that they claimed they would 
return next month just for the lunch!  

Speaking of next month, the club will be busy helping out at the Monterey 
Clambake January 5-11 at the Hyatt Regency. We look forward to seeing bridge players 
from all over there.  

In the meantime, we wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a most Happy 
New Year! 

Palo Alto By Dianne Giancarlo (503) 

Happy holidays from Unit 503! 

For those of us who have experienced a hometown National 

bridge tournament, the weeks that follow can be delightfully 
exhausting. The exhilaration of playing alongside bridge players from 
across the country and around the world makes it all too easy to set 
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aside everyday responsibilities and revel in the intense focus demanded by several 
consecutive days of high-level competition. And honestly, we wouldn’t have it any other 
way. Bring it on! 

But then reality sets in. Those post-tournament weeks often land squarely in the 
middle of the holidays—traditionally a time filled with labor-intensive activities. Cookies 
baked? Umm…no. Gifts purchased? Also, no. Meals planned? Not so much. If this 
sounds familiar, I hope you’re lucky enough to have a family as patient and forgiving as 
mine. 

The truth is, my family sees how much I love this game, and they love me enough 
to give me the space to enjoy it when the timing strikes. Now it’s time to return the 
favor and to shift my focus back to them and step away from the bridge table for a bit. 
The break is good for us all, and before long we’ll be back at the tables refreshed and 
ready to dig in once again. 

In the meantime, it’s back to the kitchen—the fruitcake awaits! (Are there any 
other fruitcake lovers out there?) 

Let’s look at what’s been happening and what lies ahead at Palo Alto Bridge. 

Upcoming events for you at Palo Alto Bridge Center: 

• Daily Monday – Saturday club games: Bridge Center is open every weekday 
and some Saturdays.  SignUp  Free Post-mortem sessions for some Tuesday 
daytime and Wednesday evening club games. 

• Monthly Swiss Team club games: upcoming Mondays January 19, February 
9 at 11:30AM.  Swiss Team games  SignUp 

• ACBL Centennial club games: 100 years of contract bridge – earn red or 
gold or silver this month at our club games on selected dates: Centennial games 
SignUp 

• Kathy Harper’s classes: Monday evenings and Tuesday mornings – register: 
Bridge classes 

• Frank Smoot’s 2 over 1 classes: Thursday evenings from January 15 – 
register: Smoot's Winter 2/1 Classes 

• Amber Lin celebrity seminar: Saturday, January 24, 2026 via Zoom – [Topic 

TBD] – Save the Date! 

• San Mateo Unit Winter Sectional: Saturday 2/21 – Sunday 2/22.  

https://paloaltobridge.org/reservations/
https://paloaltobridge.org/swiss-team-club-games/
https://paloaltobridge.org/reservations/
https://www.acbl.org/100-years-of-contract-bridge/
https://paloaltobridge.org/reservations/
https://paloaltobridge.org/classes/
https://paloaltobridge.org/event/2-over-1-2026/2026-01-15/
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• Grand National Teams (GNTs): Certain games on Saturday 3/21 – 

Sunday 3/22. 

• Silicon Valley Youth Bridge (SiVY): Casual Friday evenings: SiVY website  

Palo Alto Bridge offers monthly Swiss team games for you 
to gain team game experience in a relaxed atmosphere. Next 
team club game is on Monday, January 19 at 11:30AM, where 
the boards are already shuffled and dealt with hand records. If 

you need a partner, or help to be matched with another pair, let us know Swiss Team 
games  SignUp 

At the game on October 13 – congrats to the winning team (also top strat C): Liz 
Koh - Dianne Giancarlo - Marc Cervellino - Steve Carr.  Honorable mention of the 
top 2nd strat C team: Kathy Walker - Louise Kirkbride - Dale Kramer - Edward 
Lechner. 

At last month’s game on November 10 – congrats to the winning team: Ken 
Pelowski - Lori Mirek - Marc Cervellino - Steve Carr. Honorable mention of the 
top strat C team: Ilya Sherman - Michael Callahan - Pearl Renaker - Solveig 
Kjartansdottir. 

Free Post-Mortems for Palo Alto Bridge Club Games 

Palo Alto Bridge is excited to offer free review (or post-

mortem) sessions for some of our club games.   

If you play in-person in our Tuesday daytime and 
Wednesday evening club games, you are invited to attend - for free – a post-
mortem session on Zoom, led by some of our top players.  

World champion Debbie Rosenberg is leading the post-mortem session for the 

3rd Tuesday (of the month) club game for several months. 

Top players, Ken Rosenfeld and Michael Bodell, have been leading the post-
mortem sessions for the Wednesday evening club game. 

  

https://siliconvalleyyouthbridge.org/
https://paloaltobridge.org/swiss-team-club-games/
https://paloaltobridge.org/swiss-team-club-games/
https://paloaltobridge.org/reservations/
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Unless there is no club game, or there are conflicting schedules, the post-mortem 

sessions will run: 

*3rd Tuesday of the month: 1/20/2026, 2/17/2026, 3/17/2026. 

When you make a reservation online for a Palo Alto Bridge club game SignUp, 
please ensure that your email address is already in the system. Or, please give your 
email address to the Club Director, so that you can be invited to the Zoom session after 
the game. 

A huge thank-you to Debbie, Ken, and Michael for kindly volunteering their time 
and skills to help us all improve our bridge! 

Need a few New Year’s resolutions? How about introducing a friend/family to 
Bridge? Or take some classes Bridge Classes, celebrity seminars (past online ones are 
available for purchase Celebrity Seminars), look up free past Lecture Series, apply for a 
volunteer mentor Mentor Program. In addition to our free review (post-mortem) 
sessions for certain club games, here are some upcoming bridge classes and seminars:  

• Frank Smoot’s 2 over 1 classes start on January 15 – register: Smoot's Winter 

2/1 Classes 

• Amber Lin will give a celebrity seminar on Saturday, January 24 via Zoom – 

Save the Date! 

• Kathy Harper’s Beginning Bridge classes start on February 3 – register: Harper's 
Classes 

Recent highlights: 

We had six informative celebrity seminars this year, and it was fitting that we 
ended this year’s series with an in-person all-day workshop by bridge professional 

Robert Todd (center in photo) at the Palo Alto 
Bridge Center on ‘Compete When They Open’, and 
‘Defensive Strategies & Tools’ on October 18. His 
260-page “On the Road with Robert Todd” served as 
a companion workbook. Players from rookie to 
advanced experienced levels found his workshop 
helpful!   

Palo Alto Bridge Club Game Post-mortem session Session led by 

3rd Tuesday* 10:45AM  same-day 3rd Tuesday 7:30PM Debbie Rosenberg 

Wednesday 6:45/7:00PM next-day Thursday 6:45PM Ken Rosenfeld; 
Michael Bodell 

 

https://paloaltobridge.org/reservations/
https://paloaltobridge.org/classes/
https://paloaltobridge.org/celebrity-seminars/
https://paloaltobridge.org/lecture-series/
https://paloaltobridge.org/mentor-program/
https://paloaltobridge.org/event/2-over-1-2026/2026-01-15/
https://paloaltobridge.org/event/2-over-1-2026/2026-01-15/
https://paloaltobridge.org/classes/
https://paloaltobridge.org/classes/
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A huge thank-you to our super celebrity seminar organizer, Dede Barsotti (below 

right), for arranging this year’s seminars and making this one a great and engaging 
workshop!  Thank you also to our webmaster and technical expert, Alan Templeton (
below left), for helping with all the background, online and physical tech set-up.  

Thank you all for coming to support Palo Alto Bridge October sectional on 

October 23-26 held at Palo Alto Bridge Center. Big thank-you to Tournament Chair, 
Marc Cervellino, and his volunteer team: Stephanie Youngquist, Liz Koh, Li 
Zhang, Jay Wang, Randy Ryals, Phil Abrahamson, Dana Shelley, Jian Fang, 
who helped make our sectional a success. 

Check out our Facebook page for more photos! 

Congrats to Palo Alto Bridge top masterpoint winners U503 Oct sectional results: 

• Debbie Rosenberg – 27.1mps – 4th overall! 

• Kevin Rosenberg – 24.7mps – 5th overall! 

• Alan Malloy – 18.7mps 

• Gary Macgregor – 18.5mps 

• Ron Powell – 18.0mps 

• John Hoffman – 11.7mps 

• Allen Simon – 10.2mps 

• Ying Liu – 9.4mps 

• Shao-Heng Chu – 7.8mps 

• Rich Nielsen – 7.8mps 

• Tomasz Pawlowski – 7.7mps 

https://live.acbl.org/masterpoint-winners/2510326
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Ninety-two players came to play at our scary fun annual Halloween Spooktacular 
on October 31. Five prizes were awarded for the best costumes!   

Prior to the game, there was a free (courtesy of PBEF) lecture by one of our club 
owners/directors, Will Watson, how to end play your opponents. He had also 
prepared some boards for us to practice! Thanks to Ken Rosenfeld for arranging this 
lecture. 

Huge thank-you to Stephanie Youngquist for her wonderful decorations of the 
Bridge Center. Special thank-you to Alex Narasin for organizing the Halloween treats 
and prizes! Thanks also to other volunteers: Marc Cervellino, Liz Koh, Brenda 
Hatton, Dana Bisconti, Eunice Menezes, and Gerry MacDonald. 

Check out our Facebook page for more scary costume photos! 

Congrats to the Palo Alto Bridge top masterpoint winners at San Mateo Unit 
498’s Fall Sectional this past weekend on November 1-2 held at Palo Alto Bridge 
Center U498 Fall sectional results: - the top 5 spots were held by our members!: 

• Tahir Gokcen – 16.0mps – joint 1st overall 

• Gary Macgregor – 16.0mps – joint 1st overall 

• Debbie Rosenberg – 12.8mps – joint 3rd overall 

• Max Schireson - 12.8mps - joint 3rd overall 

• Amber Lin – 11.4mps – top 5th overall 

• Ying Liu – 7.9mps 

• Virginia Dare – 7.4mps 

On November 11, we held our annual Palo Alto Unit 503 
Membership meeting. We presented some slides at the meeting, 
summarizing the many achievements made to date – we are especially 
thankful for all our hardworking volunteers – and our financial 
challenges. You can also help support our bridge community. 

 

https://live.acbl.org/masterpoint-winners/2511326
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  Fifty-six players – we had a great turnout for our first Pro-Am Swiss Teams 
event on November 13 at Palo Alto Bridge Center. Check out the photos on our 
Facebook page of the 14 teams having fun!   

Award-winning teacher, Phil Abrahamson, gave a great lecture on Swiss teams 
before the game. Thank-you especially to our 28 Pro players for coming to play and 
help our less experienced players improve their game. We also thank PBEF for funding 
this educational event.   

Thank-you also to Will Watson for running and directing the game so that we can 

have hand records! 

Thank-you to our volunteers for organizing this: H Paul Davis, Phil 
Abrahamson, Liz Koh, Dana Shelley, and Marc Cervellino. 

Seventy-six players attended Josephine Ventura’s memorial game on 
November 15 at Palo Alto Bridge Center. Josephine’s family was in attendance and 
bridge players also shared their stories of Josephine. Huge thank-you to director Paul 
Davis, Debbie Carey, Stephanie Youngquist, Eileen Digiorgio, Kathy Zmay, 
Lucy Ballard, for organizing the game and lunch.   

Hope you enjoyed yourselves at the NABC in SF!  For some, this could be your 
first nationals, which is very exciting. 

  

https://pbef.paloaltobridge.org/
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Sharing a team's story at the NABC: David Merenbach had an incredibly brilliant 

and creative gift for his fellow Palo Alto Bridge teammates Marc Cervellino, Dianne 
Giancarlo, and Liz Koh: individually named team shirts with “Koh Conspirators” at the 
back!   

Also pictured in one of the photos is Debbie Rosenberg who gave advice to the 
team. 

They made the "Fashion News" in one of the NABC's Daily Bulletin (page 9) - the 

Palo Alto Bridge Fashionistas... SF NABC Daily Bulletin 9. 

A new year is coming! A new goal? Get involved in your 
community! Our events and activities are put together by our 
volunteers, and we want your help. Any little of your time would 
be appreciated! We need volunteers for marketing and publicity (
photo-takers, storytellers, email blaster) and to help organize a 
bridge tournament. Please let Liz Koh know. 

Newer Players: we have newcomer/0-49 masterpoint games at the Bridge Center 
on Tuesdays at 10:45AM and Wednesday evenings at 6:45PM. Gain experience and 
improve your game in a relaxed environment. SignUp 

Congrats to the following Palo Alto Unit 503 members who achieved a new ACBL 
Rank in October: 

Junior Master: Chengjun Mo, Holly Ward. 

Sectional Master: Kathy Mach, David Scherer. 

Bronze Life Master: Rajeev Jog. 

Gold Life Master: Brenda Hatton. 

Congrats to the following Palo Alto Unit 503 members who achieved a new ACBL 
Rank in November: 

Junior Master: Suresh Gajwani. 

Club Master: Yinzi Cai. 

Sectional Master: Bill Chow. 

NABC Master: Solveig Kjartansdottir. 

Advanced NABC Master: Kathy Lee. 

Bronze Life Master: Nick Ward. 

Silver Life Master: Dianne Giancarlo. 

https://cdn.acbl.org/nabc/2025/03/bulletins/db9.pdf
https://paloaltobridge.org/reservations/
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A very warm welcome to our new Palo Alto Unit 503 members: Ignatius 

Bezzam, Susan Catan, Deshan De Mel, Jeffrey Barth, William Kornfeld, Dan 
Levin. 

Play, Laugh & Learn! 

Palo Alto Bridge website 

Palo Alto Bridge Facebook 

Reno By Martha Hildreth (473) 

In December we had a record-breaking Holiday Party: 150 members and guests 
enjoyed an amazing holiday feast catered by chef JR Chism. JR often plays with his 
mother, Barbara, and frequently brings us delicious munchies. He recently achieved the 
rank of Regional Master. Congratulations and thank you, JR, for all your contributions to 
our club.   

The huge spread of canapes and dinner dishes was set out by a team of helpers 
headed by Jeremy and Shelly Nork. Thanks, you two, and to all the others who 
helped out. 

Member achievements:  a remarkably large number of players made it into the first 
ranks of Masterpoints. New Junior Masters:  Harry Hull, Craig Chapman, Tan Wang, 
Caroline Blomquist, Jan Johnson, Bin Ouyang, Maria Lang, Na Li, Joe Graziano, Barbara 
Gruenewald, Michael Humphrey, Tom Shadek, Pam C. Miller, Candace McDougall, Ellen 
Egan, James Lamb, Jan Muizelaar. New Club Masters: Norman Beesley, Linda Escher, 
Rose Shadek, Audrey Keller, Pamela Miller, Susan Peticolas, Richard Richmond, Susan 
Taylor Hambly, Luanne Steininger, Gordon Peterson, Laura Kidd, MJ Evans, Kathleen 
Schonder, Jill Beesley, Kathy Kalls, Christine King, Chrissy Buford, Karen Fleming, Pam 
C Miller, Sid Siddall, Shelley Ash, Barbara Long, Terry Hinners, Chris Vilandry. Many of 
these players are new to the club (some are new to bridge) and started lessons with Jill 
Wallace in the last two years.   

The new players have grown our club and helped us smash our previous table 
records. Our limited games often draw more than the open games. In particular, our 
Pro/Am game on Tuesday is usually the largest of the week, necessitating two sections.  
We had three months of positive cash flow (excluding donations), and record table 
counts for eleven months. June smashed the previous record, up 17 percent. Our 
limited sectionals more than broke even thanks to great turn out.  

Our many volunteers, whose duties range from teaching, coaching, managing the 
web site and hospitality, play key roles in bringing in and advancing our newer players, 
and keeping long time club members playing. Washoe Bridge Society treasurer, Don 
Rogers, points out that club members feel personally invested in large part because we 
are a non-profit.   

https://paloaltobridge.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PABC503
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This is a good opportunity to recognize the key people in the effort to transition 

bridge playing in Reno into a non-profit, achieved in 2018: Don himself, once the club 
owner who foresaw the benefits of the transition and spearheaded the complex 
processes, and notably Steve Price, the first president who led the physical 
development of the Mathewson Bridge Center. Other key players: Linda Averett (real 
estate negotiations), Kathy Lane, Jenny Garcia, Don Parsons, Diane Todd, and Mark 
Lundblad. And crucially, Charles Mathewson.   

Before signing off, here are more player achievements. Of Note: Virginia D. 
Kellermeyer became a Diamond Life Master, and Dawn Ligon finished first in the Bridge 
World Master Solvers Club. 

Other ranks reached:  

Sectional Master: Anne Brunckhorst, Barbara Werner, Judy Devore, Judy Keinle, 
Karen Lind, Carole Avery, Valerie Castor, Merle Rose, Lin Allman, Norm 
Beesley. 

Regional Master: Ali Tognoni, Jerry Werner, Patricia Neumann, Kathy Abel, Kay O’ 
Brien, Michael Newmark, Rick Wasson, Craig Vande Moortel, Erik 
Anderson, JR Chism, Peter Hummel, Cathie Vail 

NABC Master: Deb Ziegler, Linda Frye, Patrick Campbell, Pam C Miller, Sid Siddall, 
Judi O’ Connell 

Advanced NABC Master: Jacquie Mall, Eleanor Waldren, Maryam Jabbari, Deb 
Ziegler 

Life Master: LecClier Kelly, Alice Probst, Jane Maloney, 

Bronze Life Master: Laura Carlson, Ken Ditto 

Silver Life Master: Judy Robyns, Bob Robyns, Glen Rowe, Judy Sarris, Lee Dunn 

Ruby Life Master: Jill Wallace, Jefri Donavon, Tom Quint, Julie Wong, Julie 
Cardinalli 

Gold Life Master: Jack Blyskal, Susan Boyers 

Sapphire Life Master:  Carol McClure 

San Francisco By Tom Stillman (506) 

Instant Matchpoint Game 

We start off this quarter’s article where we ended last quarter’s. The most recent 

inductee into UC Davis’s Sports Hall of Fame, Janice O’Brien came in first with her 
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partner, Peter Krag, E/W, at the Sunset Bridge Club. Debbie Rosenberg and Jane 
McLaughlin came in first in the N/S direction. The amazing thing about Janice and 
Peter’s performance was that their scheduled partners couldn’t make it, and they 
arranged to play just the night before! 

Unit Game – November 8th 

We had 16 tables at our annual team game. Since only two tables of 499ers 
showed up, we teamed them up, so some of them had their very first experience in a 
team game. The team of Chris Friday, Norbert Groves, Martha Keller, and Jeanette 
Shinsako came in first. Runners-up were Janice O’Brien, David Gendreau, Chris Chou, 
and Ronnie Fuchs. 

Royal StaC – November 17th - 23rd 

Since there is only one Open Game on Monday night in the District, Quick Tricks 
swept all the awards (LOL). The 499ers had competition from Soquel but also made a 
good showing in those standings.  

On Tuesday (out of 46 tables), I am proud to say Meg Andrews &  Eric  Cohen  (2nd)

 and  Derrick  Pallas  &  Tom  Rothgiesser  (13th)  from  the  Carlisle  Bridge  Club  were  on  the

 leaderboard.  Five  of  the  eight  top  finishers  in  the  499er  game  were  from  the  Sutter  
Street Duplicate Bridge. 

In the Open Pairs on Wednesday afternoon, Long Wu and Jeff Sinclair from the 
Sunset Bridge Club came in 12th out of 48 pairs in the district. For the 499er section, 
five of the eight top finishers were from the Sutter Street Duplicate Club. 

Finally, on Friday, Gail Gabiati & Lynn Magnet and Bruce Osterweil &  Gary  Porter

 from  the  Sunset  Bridge  Club  tied  for   6th out  of  50  tables.  

NABC 

There will be lots written about the recently completed NABC held at the Marriott 
Marquis in San Francisco. I will mention a few notable performances here (in no 
particular order). All players are from San Francisco unless otherwise noted. 

 Sunday2nd  299ers:  Patricia Cericola & David Lansky, 2nd  

 David Bowen & Alan Blackwood, 7
th  

 Andrew Cohen & Laurie Cohen, 9th 

 Sunday2nd  Round Robin Bracketed Pairs: Paul Davis, Redwood City; 
Catherine

 
Klump; Janice O’Brien; and Houpei Wei, Walnut Creek,

3rd
  

Overall
  

Fred
 
Chasalow

 
Bracketed

 
Round

 
Robin

 
Teams:

 
Stephanie

 
Rogers;

 
Richard

 
Rogers;

 

Conrad
 
Larkin,

 
Santa

 
Rosa;

 
Andy

 
Andrews,

 
Santa

 
Rosa,

 
1st

 
in

 
Bracket

 
4
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Saturday Open Pairs: Martha Keller and Jeanette Shinsako finished 9th out of 25 

tables  

The top Masterpoint winners from San Francisco were: Mark Ralph, Shazia 

Makdhumi, Rick and Stephanie Rogers, and Deepak Ramanathan. 

Upcoming Events 

Unit 506 has two upcoming events. 

Saturday, December 20th:  

Annual Holiday Party. This is a potluck affair. The unit will provide turkey, ham, 
coffee, and tea. Feel free to bring your favorite holiday dish to share with your 
favorite bridge players. 

Saturday, January 17th and Sunday, January 18th:  

Unit 506 San Francisco  Sectional Two-session and one-session Open Pairs on 
Saturday as well as single-session 99er and 499er Pairs if enough people sign 
up. 

 Sunday will be Swiss Teams Bracketed Pairs. 

San Mateo By Lauren Rosen (498) 

Seasons Greetings from Unit 498! 

We celebrated the Holiday Season with our Unit Annual Meeting 
and Holiday Game for 80 players on Saturday, December 13th. Our 
board worked hard all year to put together this free event for our 
members. Lunch was served, thank yous were shared, and everyone 
had a jolly time playing bridge!   

After reviewing our 
successes this year, we 
welcomed our new board 
— a group ready to lead us 
through this next year.   

We thank them in 
advance and wish them 
much luck! 

https://unit506.org/sites/unit506.bridgeclubs.org/files/2025-11/dec%2025%20holiday%20party.pdf
https://web2.acbl.org/Tournaments/Ads/2026/01/2601343.pdf
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Santa came early to our Bridge Center that day, as we partnered with a local 

organization, Samaritan House, to collect new, unwrapped toys for their clients. Thanks 
to our members, approximately 75 toys and gift cards will help make local families 
happier this year. 

We invite everyone to our Winter Sectional at 
the Palo Alto Bridge Center, 432 Stierlin Road, 
Mountain View for pairs games on Saturday, 
February 21 and team games on Sunday, February 
22. All games award Silver points, and start times 
are 10:00 am and 2:30 pm each day. 

We are grateful to Unit 503 for allowing us to 

host the tournament at their facility. 

Please visit our Unit 498 website for more news 
and registration info for our events, as well as info on new members, rank 
advancements, and results and schedules for our Unit and Club Games.  

Santa Cruz By Leslie Davidson (550) 

 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2025 

New Achievements 

 

New Jr Master: 

• Charlene Ducey 

New Club Masters 

• Chris Lynnes  

• Craig Canada 

• Nikki Shoemaker 

• Nandor Vadas 

 

 

New Sectional Masters 

• Kenneth Girourd 

• Julie Hilton 

• Christina Kobland 

• Barbara Rodrigues 

New NABC Master 

• Leslie Davidson 

New Bronze Life Master 

• David Harken 

  

https://www.unit498.com/
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70% games. 9/30 - 12/3/25  

Angie Millslagel - Michael Modest 70.1%  

Jane Barr - Peter Barr 72% 

Our 2025 October 18/19 Surf’s Up Tourney Winners: 

Sat AM I/N Pairs - 5.0 Tables MP WINNERS 

1st Cindy Sedey, Mary Graves, 64% 

2nd Mary Kelly - Lawrence Frank, 56.4%  

3rd Nancy Pringle - Barbara Rodrigues, 56.3% 

4th Chris Lynnes - Nikki Shoemaker, 56.1% 

Sat AM OPEN Pairs - 11.0 Tables MP WINNERS 

1st A James Slinger - Susan Slinger, 60.10% 

2nd A, 1st B, 1st C  Weilong Shen - Vasisht Ganesh, 59.14% 

3rd A, 2nd B, 2nd C Pamela Resser - Kathryn Walker, 58.57% 

4th A, 3rd B  Tomasz Pawlowski - Dimitry Goder, 57.74% 

5th A  Stuart Goodgold - Songtao Zhang, 55.34% 

4th B, 3rd C  Robin McDuff - Michael Modest, 51.97% 

4th C  Leslie Davidson - Christina Kobland, 49.00% 

Swiss Team Results (more results on acbl.org) 

A1: 93.00  Ken Llacera, James Slinger, Susan Slinger, Ken Gamble 

A2: 79.00  James Craig, Winston Stone, S Graham Kelly, Seala 

Fletcher-Kelly 

A3, B1, C1: 77.00  Josh Karter, Lester Loops, Angie Millslagle, Mary Graves 

A4, B2: 74.00  Kenneth Martin, Jacci Sterling, Farol Henderson, Bruce Dau 

B3, C2:  David Niver, Judy Niver, Kathryn Walker, Pamela Resser 

B4, C3:  Shamim Formoso, Betsy Allen, Kathy O'Neil Traback, Cindy 
Sedey 

  

https://web2.acbl.org/tournaments/results/2025/10/2510387.htm
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Santa Cruz Halloween party was 

celebrated OCT 31st with a special 
card program entitled “SPOOKY 
HANDS” generating crazily 
unbalanced hands within the boards. 
Members brought their own lunches, 
and the Unit provided Pumpkin Pie 
for dessert.   
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Santa Rosa/Petaluma By Maxine Reagh (509) 

Over 55 Unit 509 players participated in the Nationals in San Francisco. The top 

awards for our Unit were garnered by Andy Andrews  (36.68), Shelley Dunietz  (
31.03),  Carol Morse  (27.32), Jeff Sachar  (26.04), Patricia Hertz  (25.05), David 
Mendel (23.04), Jane DeBriyn (23.02) and Tony Jackson (20.70). Clearly these 
totals included gold points. Forty-six other players got points, too, but there are too 
many of us to list.  

Noted accomplishments: Evelyn Holtz  and Lynn Blumenthal  got 7.68 platinum 
points in the Super Senior Pairs. Kate Hill  and Jim Reed  got 8.94 platinum points in 
Mixed Pairs and  placed in the Overalls.  Shelly Dunietz  and Patty Hertz  got 13.54 
platinum and were in the Overalls for Women’s Pairs. Jane de  Briyn  placed 3rd in mid-
Flight pairs  for 17.18 gold. Shelley Dunietz  got 5th in Top Flight Pairs for 13.89 gold.

 
Well done, Unit 509.

 
Unit 509 sponsored a game and got some advertising in the Daily Bulletin for our 

upcoming Sectional March 7 and 8. Jacki Ortiz
 
made a huge volunteer effort in being 

on the committee that planned the whole event, and being in charge of the daily snacks 
that were provided morning and afternoon. I am sure you all saw her daily, at the base 
of the first escalator giving away her welcomed wares.

 
I found the whole event exhilarating. Read Roy’s take below.

 
NABC Jeopardy and More

 
by Roy Redlich

 
I was thrilled to rub elbows with some of the world's greatest bridge 

players. Hans and I got to play a round against Eric Rodwell. We also played 
against the Wolpert boys who look to be about 8 

and 12 years old; I was very impressed by their 
command of bridge concepts. I met Adam 
Parrish who has a column in the Bridge Bulletin 
which I've been following. Although we didn't 
generally score well it was great to play with 
people who came from all over the world, and 
we ended up with 9 gold points.  

The ACBL hosted a social event called 
Bridge Mania at the San Francisco NABC this 
year. One of the games featured a bridge 
themed Jeopardy contest hosted by James 
Holzhauer. While an audience looked on, James 
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read the clues and the contestants clicked their buzzers and tried to supply the 
correct answers. A great time was had by all. In the first panel of six 
contestants Hans van Boldrik emerged as a winner and won a prize. 

Big Games 

Asher Nathan and Larry Borsian had a 76.79 game garnering 3.96 points in our 
Club Appreciation game at Finley on October 22. Wow! 

Jackie Ortiz got 84.55%, 1st out of 45, in the Fast Pairs Individual game on Oct. 
17. That’s huge!! Congratulations.  

Advancements in Rank 

Hugh Kellogg - Regional Master 

Jeff Sachar - Bronze Life Master 

Howard Balfour - Ruby Life Master 

Barbara Simon - Gold Life Master 

Congratulations! Keep up the good work! 

Unit Game Nov. 8 

Evelyn Holtz gave a good lesson on Reopening Doubles and 
Responsive Doubles. Those are two kinds of doubles that many of 
us advancing players were not comfortable with. Her explanations
, examples and good questions 
prepared us to incorporate these 
special tools into our play. Many 
thanks, Evelyn. Jackie provided a 
great light lunch and the bridge game 
started at 1:00. N/S winners Loretta 
Bromberg and David Blohm got 

70.08% winning 4.13 masterpoints and E/W Mark Hersko 
and Larry Spanier got 65.15%, winning 3.10 masterpoints.

 

Holiday  Party  December  13. 
 

 Our

 

Annual

 

Meeting

 

and

 

Holiday

 

Party

 

was

 

held

 

last

 
Saturday,

 
and

 
by

 
all

 
accounts,

 

was

 

an

 

enjoyable

 

afternoon.

 

A

 

delicious

 

lunch

 

catered

 
by

 
Lombardi’s

 
and

 
a

 
never-ending

 

Cookie

 

Bar

 

kept

 

us

 

satisfied

 

throughout

 

the

 

day.

 Here

 

are

 

the

 

winners

 

in

 

each

 

of

 

the

 

two

 

sections.

 

    Blue
 
Section

 
NS 

         John and Patty Shribbs  B 62.5% 3.37 
Patricia Hertz and Shelley Dunietz A 55.6% 2.53 
Nancy Rude and Theila Smith A  55.36  1.90 
Jonathan Cohen and Brian Sullivan  B  46.73  0.63 
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Jane Bender and Margaret Senneff  C  45.83%  0.39 
Blue Section EW 

Ron Chestnut and Ron Welch  B  54.76%  1.49 
Steve Carey and Donna Edwards  C  53.27%  1.12 
David Mendel and Tony Jackson  B  52.98%  0.84 
Joni Conner and Jeremy Brott  C  50.6%  0.81 

Yellow Section NS 
Loretta Bromberg and David Blohm  A  58.85%  1.90 
Andy Andrews and Carol Morse  B  56.33%  1.73 
Patty Harberson and Bob Goetzinger  B  52.80%  0.98 
Roy Redlich and Hans Van Boldrik  B 49.40%  0.73 
Kathy Juarez and Betty Sather  C  46.85%  0.39 

Yellow Section EW 
Asher Nathan and Larry Borsian  A  62.67%  3.37 
Daniel Harp and Joanne Wegsten  A 60.63%  2.53 
Steve Harold and Mark Nelson  C  53.15%  1.30 
Ed and Jan Flowers  B  48.81%  0.51 

 
March 7 and 8 are the dates 

of our Spring Sectional in 
Petaluma (Flyer). We welcome 
you to participate. There will be 
good food, good friends and 
good competition.  

https://web2.acbl.org/Tournaments/Ads/2026/03/2603305.pdf
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Silicon Valley By Ray Yuenger (507) 

It has been 7.5 weeks since I last reported on developments in 
Unit 507. It has been a busy period with the Unit’s annual holiday party 
and a national tournament held in nearby San Francisco as well as 
other local tournaments. 

The holiday party was held the Saturday before Thanksgiving at 
the site of the Wednesday morning game. The Unit Board chose that 

location after learning that the nearby Campbell Community Center has almost doubled 
the rent for its rooms. For the potluck lunch, U507 supplied some tasty honey-baked 
ham and smoked turkey, and Unit members brought a tasty supply of side dishes, 
desserts and drinks, as well as contributing some festive holiday decorations. There 
were 15.5 tables for the Stratified Pairs game. Michael Fleisher & Marilyn Imaoka were 
first overall with a 70.83% game. First in the other direction were first time partners Stu 
Goodgold & Mark Pensler. First in the B & C stratifications were Carolyn Drozdiak & 
Lindsay Hu. 

Lately the Unit has been alternating between holding our annual holiday party 
either before Thanksgiving or after the holiday season near the end of January. If you 
have a preference about future parties, let a Unit Board member know. There is a 
feedback form on our website. 

It turns out our members have had success in six sectionals that preceded the SF 
NABC, but I’ll report the results from the NABC first.  In open National events, Rich 
Reitman was 5th in the Nail Life Master Pairs. In limited National events, Frank Xie was 
1st in the under-6,000 Blue Ribbon Pairs (a 3-day event). Earning section tops in that 
event were Jack Verson & Dana Brown, Stu Goodgold & Songtao Zhang, and Mansoor 
Gowani & Ray Yuenger. Kapil Bhalla was 2nd in the under-10,000 IMP Pairs. John 
Stremel was 2nd in the under-3,000 Pairs, while Li Zhang had a section top. In the 
under-6,000 Pairs (a 2-day event), Aravind Alwan was 3rd, Milind Girkar & Shailesh 
Sampat were 4th, Anne Wilson was 6th, and Weilong Shen was 7th. Sathya 
Bettadapura had a section top in the event. In the under-10,000 Swiss, Miland Girkar & 
Nitin More's team was 5th, Michele

 
Liu’s

 
team was 6th and Robert & Marcia Dean were 

7th.
 

In
 

the
 

under-3,000
 

Swiss,
 

Weilong
 

Shen’s team was 6th. 

In regional pair games at the NABC, Joan Pinder & Sandy Nakata won the Bridge 
Plus events on Saturday and Sunday. Uresh Vahalia and Ting Chun Huang had 
stratification tops in open pairs games. Section tops in open pairs games went to 
Michael Bodell, Stu Goodgold, Sadik Ark & Luen-Jyh Luo, Peng & Xiaoyu Cheng, and 
Aravind Alwan. Cadir Lee had a strat top in mid-flight pairs, while Chung Lau and Kuan-
Ying Lee had section tops. Kathy Ormseth was 1st in a gold rush pairs game. Jane 
Michaels had a section top in a gold rush game. Henry Koransky & Jane Michaels won a 
299er pairs event, while Jeanmarie Mariadassou won two. Pat Jeffries had a strat top in 
a 299er game. Arlie Stephens & Gavin Nesom had a section top. 
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In regional team games, Lynn Bartz had a nice streak, winning their bracket and 

also the mid-flight Swiss playing with Brenna Wundram and Rick & Kathy Jasper, and 
tying for 1st in their bracket playing with Ken Imboden, Ron Baron & Norman Marks, 
and the same team tying for 2nd in their bracket another day. Also winning in their 
team brackets were Ting Chun Huang & Kuan-Ying Lee, Bharat Kamdar, Carolyn 
Drozdiak, Li Zhang (twice, once with Wei Chen), Kathryn Walker, and Michael Callahan.  
Alec Sun won a rare Zip knockout.   

Moving on to sectional successes, at one of the Palo Alto sectionals, Michael Bodell 
won an A/X pairs event. Frank Xie & Norman Marks and Anne Wilson had section tops, 
while Mike Cailean had two, one with Michael Bodell. Li Zhang won the midflight pairs 
and also had a strat top in an open pairs game. John Stremel had two section tops in 
midflight pairs, while Terry Ahern & Linda Rocha had one. Kathryn Walker was 1st in a 
silver rush pairs. Henry Koransky & Jane Michaels had a strat top in the silver rush 
pairs. Lynn Shannon, John Miller, & Andrew Sinclair prevailed in the A/X Swiss teams.  
Li Zhang’s team was 1st in its bracket. 

In the San Mateo sectional, Li Zhang’s team won its bracket, as did Chung Lau’s 
team. Li Zhang also had a strat top in an open pairs game, as did Weilong Shen and 
Richard Reitman. Henry Koransky & Jane Michaels had a strat top in the silver rush 
pairs. 

Peripatetic Lynn Shannon & John Miller won an open pairs event in a sectional in 
Kachina, Arizona. 

At the East Bay sectional, Weilong Shen had a strat top in the open pairs game.  
Craig Hom had a stratification top in the 499er pairs. Wanwan Ren had a section top in 
the open pairs. Li Zhang’s team prevailed in their bracket, while Anne Wilson’s team 
tied for 1st in their bracket. 

At a Tucson sectional, John Miller & Lynn Shannon won two Swiss events and a 
bracketed team event. 

At the Palm Springs regional, Jim Liu’s team won a knockout. Frank Xie’s team 
prevailed in its bracket. Lynn Shannon & John Miller had a section top in an open pairs 
game. 

Have you almost had your fill of names? Let’s not forget to congratulate our 
newest Masters: Michael Nagel (Junior); Reena Abrol, Celeste Brandt, Judith Gouvea 
(Club); Craig Home (Sectional); Bharat Kamdar, Jan Pfiffner, Betsy Wagner (Life); 
Bharat Kamdar (Bronze Life); Li Zhang (Silver Life); Norman Marks (Sapphire); T-C 
Yang (Diamond). 
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I’m grateful to the readers who have lasted through this wall of names. Writing 

bimonthly columns sometimes allows events to accumulate. I have to look closely to try 
to get the spelling right. But now I can wish you a happy new year and turn to other 
seasonal commitments. 

Stockton By Debbie DeZarn (510) 

Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas to all the players in our three 
face-to-face clubs and two online games. Another year has flown by and 
some of us met personal bridge goals while one or two will get there in 
January for sure. 

Welcome to Kathleen Smith-Redpath who recently joined our unit 
and plays in the Mountain Clubs. Rank advancements include Nedra 

Voorhees who has reached the Club Level. Richard Bianchi met his goal of 1,000 
masterpoints (Silver Life) at the beginning of November and Debbie Greenberg 
became a Bronze Life Master (750) on a recent bridge cruise. 

Stephen Tu achieved Diamond Life Master status in October by winning the final 
points to put him over the 5000 mark at the Sparks Regional. He is already at 5058 
after picking up more in the San Francisco NABC. 

Others who earned points at “Nationals” are Sue Vogtlin, Sherrie Barakatt (almost 
20 gold), Zhimin Lin (16), Carole Seed, Mikki Kindelberger, and 
Mary Westin. 

Joy Gotelli recently returned from a bridge cruise to New 

England with fellow travelers Rose Knutson, Debbie Greenberg, 
and Sue Vogtlin. Although they all won a lot of points while 
taking turns playing with each other, Joy was the top winner of 
the entire ship with a total of 63 masterpoints, mostly gold. 
She was awarded the Overall Winner trophy by Larry Cohen.  

The Stockton Club held its 
Holiday Potluck on December 10th. There were 9 tables of 
players and 4 tables of delicious hot dishes, salads, and 
desserts. The next day the NLM group had a pizza party and 
Frank Klo was celebrated as the Intermediate Player of the 
Year. Here he is by this year’s Christmas themed quilt by 
Maryanne Sievers. She said she has created 8 different 
Christmas quilts and has displayed a different one in 
December at the Club for the past 6 years that F2F games 
have been held.  
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Gold Country DBC hosted the annual Christmas party for the foothill players on 

December 15 at the Diggins in Murphys. Eight tables of players 
enjoyed a splendid potluck lunch and a Mitchell movement 
game in a very festive atmosphere. Vonny Tiscornia enjoyed 

the party sporting her 
holiday cowboy hat! 

 

The Unit Board of 
Directors voted for the 
Stockton Club to participate in all special games 
offered by ACBL for face-to-face club play at no 

additional entry fee (which remains at $9 per session). Also, the first Monday of each 
month “free lunch entree” at the Stockton Club has been expanded to include free pizza 
on 2nd Thursday, 3rd Friday, and 4th Wednesday. 

There will NOT be a Unit game/Sunday potluck on December 21 as this SBC game 
has been put on hold until at least after football season due to low attendance. The 
food and camaraderie have always been excellent so the Board hopes that with 
lengthening daylight hours in March we will be back to at least seven full tables again. 
Three more SBC games have also been cancelled for this month only: December 24, 25, 
and 26. But there WILL be games on the 29th and 31st, New Year’s Eve. 

Looking ahead to the new year, the Stockton Club has accepted an invitation to 
play an international team game on BBO Thursday morning, March 5, 2026. Debbie 
DeZarn is recruiting foursomes to participate. It will be very low key, and the only 
reward will be to chat and make new friends in England and perhaps gain some 
bragging rights if we win the match! I encourage everyone in all five clubs to 
participate! I will help find partners and form teams if pairs let me know of interest.  
The Tyler Hill Bridge Club in Canterbury will handle all the logistics and there is no cost 
to us to participate. My job is to recruit at least 9 teams and then list them in order of 
point totals so Simon, their Director, can set up “fair” matches. He estimates the match 
of 16 hands (8, then a break to switch opponents, then another 8) will take about 2 
hours, beginning at 11 a.m. Pacific time. Text me at 209-479-4639 if you need 
teammates and are game for something new! 

  

 




