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2025 saw a bounty of volunteers who all deserve recognition. A record 

number of units submitted worthy candidates for Goodwill awards and our 

President, Jim Coke, also bestowed an award on a similarly deserving 

candidate, who used his technical prowess to alleviate the burdensome task 

of searching for tournaments on the ACBL website.  

Rick Wilson, a member of District 21, developed a new program to view 

tournaments, STaC games and other special events for all twenty-five 

Districts. He gave permission to share it with every Unit and District in the ACBL. Rick is giving this 

to us free of charge. Basically, this effort of Rick’s has simplified any online search for ACBL 

members, directors or Club owners and is  superior to the cumbersome search one encounters on 

the ACBL website. Thank you, Rick! The link is HERE.  

Serving as treasurer for Unit 508 (Marin Country) for 6 years, Steve Levinson is a master of 

organization and record keeping. The unit board appreciates the ease with which they can now 

find financial and historical information in mere minutes. Steve created a comprehensive system 

for record keeping and financial data that simplifies the unit’s planning for the present and the 

future. Steve also sets up for all the unit games even if he is not playing, manages all the unit 

supplies and equipment, and negotiates and oversees any contracts with outside services. He 

makes sure everything runs smoothly in such an unobtrusive way that his tireless efforts can easily 

go unnoticed. But no longer! 

Nearby San Francisco (Unit 506) has a similar jack-of-all-trades in Bob Schwab. Bob volunteers 

wherever he is needed and expects no thanks for any of his efforts. He teaches the introductory 

bridge classes at Quicktricks Bridge Club. So many have graduated from his classes and graduated 

to the 499er game that many days the limited game is larger than the open game. His students 

often play at other clubs in SF and in the sectionals and other tournaments. 

Bob also serves on the SF unit board and has run the sectionals for a number of years. A quiet but 

efficient presence, he chooses not to participate in the game but monitors all elements of the 

weekend and makes sure that everything proceeds smoothly. Bob is a joy to work with. He always 

has a smile on his face and an outstretched hand offering to help. 

Chuck Silva of Unit 499 (Diablo Valley) puts his background in IT to great use for his unit. Acting as 

treasurer and webmaster, he revamped the unit’s antiquated website, provided formal financial 

reports every month and completed the legal process that made Unit 499 an official non profit 

organization. He also developed the unit’s web registration tool which allows players to sign up 

and pay for a game in advance. What a time saver for the players and the director. Since these 
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efforts are mostly conducted behind the scenes, it is easy to overlook the many hours of work that 

result in the smooth running of the Diablo Valley bridge scene. Thank you, Chuck! 

IT skills came in handy for Unit 465 (Reno) this year as well. Kathleen Beasley, Webmaster 

extraordinaire, garnered many thanks and compliments revamping her unit’s website. User 

friendly and personal, the site recognizes local players who achieve new goals and 

accomplishments, contains a partnership desk platform, and dispenses information about 

upcoming events and interesting hands. Since creating these new partnerships, the game has 

grown so much that now players have to register in advance because the room is too small to 

accommodate all who want to play. What an amazing problem to have. The online registration tool 

helps the director and his volunteers set up the correct number of tables and begin the game on 

time. 

When Unit 505 (Sacramento) lost the lease on its bridge playing site, Albert Chow took control of 

the situation and created the Sacramento Bridge Center. Now, all the area clubs and the local 

Sectional use the welcoming site located in the commercial center of Sacramento. Albert also 

worked with the Sacramento unit to establish a teacher training course to bring more trained 

bridge teachers into the community. This resulted in nine new local teachers which substantially 

increased the player base in the area. Albert has recently started the process to turn the 

Sacramento Bridge Center into a 501(c)(3) non profit entity to ensure the longevity of the club and 

Albert’s legacy. We can see that all of Albert’s efforts have had a long range effect on the 

Sacramento bridge scene. 

And saving the best for last…who doesn’t know Ant Toto of Fresno (Unit 522)? Anthony’s goodwill 

is exemplified by his beaming smile, larger than life personality, jovial spirit and rip roaring 

enthusiasm for the game of bridge. He travels all over the country attending sectional and regional 

tournaments, making friends and new bridge partners wherever he goes. He serves on the District 

21 board and lobbied relentlessly for a regional in his home town. He serves on and off on his unit 

board. What is amazing about Ant is the amazing energy that he devotes to the bridge community, 

his willingness to help wherever it is needed and to play with anyone, no matter their level of 

competence. He sets ups bridge partnerships that have created many lasting relationships and 

friendships. He is a gift to the world of bridge. 

The Goodwill Committee thanks all of these deserving volunteers and we also thank you for 

reading this article. Please congratulate our winners when you see them at your club or 

tournament! 

 


