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GRIN Area a Big Success at the San Francisco NABC

The GRIN (Gold Rush, Intermediate & Newcomer) area was a
highlight of the 2025 San Francisco NABC, offering a welcoming and
energetic home base for newer and advancing players throughout
the tournament.

Participation in GRIN events grew steadily, with 0-299 games
building momentum as the days progressed. The peak came on
Wednesday, December 3, when 59 tables played in the 0-299
game—the largest turnout of the event. A special 0—20 masterpoint
game accounted for 15.5 tables, showing how targeted opportunities
can successfully attract brand-new tournament players.

Gold Rush events also saw strong attendance, peaking at over 34 tables later in the week, as advancing
players took advantage of accessible gold-point opportunities.

A highlight of the week was the complimentary 0-299 player luncheon on December 3, which reached
capacity with over 120 attendees. Players enjoyed giveaways, a raffle, and the opportunity to meet
bridge leaders, including Bronia Jenkins, ACBL Executive Director; Jackie Zayac, Region 12
Representative; Jim Coke, District 21 President; and Anne Hollingworth, Tournament Chair. The luncheon
was jointly funded by ACBL and District 21.

The success of the GRIN area demonstrated that when newer and intermediate players are welcomed and
supported, participation grows, and community thrives—setting a strong model for future NABCs.
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