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2026 Grand National Teams (GNT)

The 2026 District 21 GNTs will be organized
in the same format as last year. The Open
and Flight C will be held on the weekend of
February 7th/8th at the East Bay Community
Bridge Center in Oakland. Flight A and B are e A ERE GO
scheduled for March 21st/22nd at the Palo

Alto Bridge Center. All games will begin at 10am. Registration for each
Flight should be completed online by the team's captain 7 days before the
event begins. The links to the Registration pages are on the GNT page of the
District 21 website, along with the D21 CoC for the event.

This is a great event for Flight C players and non-Life Masters. A great introduction to Knockouts
(like Swiss teams, but longer), with a chance to win a trip to the Nationals and be crowned District
21 Champions. Remember, all players on the team must be non-LMs and below 750 MPs.

Any player may play Open, but Flight A teams are limited to all players being under 6000 MPs.
Likewise, Flight B teams must consist totally of players under 3000. Flight C players must both be
under 750 points and non-Life Masters. All players must be current ACBL members and reside in
District 21. In Flights A, B, and C, you must be under the specified masterpoint level as of
September 2025. If unsure of your total at that point, contact Member Services at ACBL. Contact
me for any questions of eligibility or residency.

The winning team from each Flight earns qualification to the National Finals at the NABC in
Memphis, TN in July. Each team also receives a $2,000 stipend from District 21 to help defray
their travel costs. In addition, the ACBL qualifies the second place teams in Flights B and C to also
travel fo Memphis in order to compete.

The Knockout matches in Flights B are 28 boards in length, Flight C 24 boards. In Flight A and the
Open, they are 60 boards in length. The format of the first day could be Knockouts or a
Qualification, depending on the number of teams which enter the event. Flight B and C teams
need to be prepared to play all day on Saturday, and return to play Sunday if you continue to
win your matches. Flights A and Open could require a third day to complete play. The default for
the Open is March 21st, and a default for Flight A (if needed) will be determined at the start of

play.

The GNT page on our District 21 website has all the individual team Registration tabs and the full
Conditions of Contest. Each team Captain needs to create an entry for their team. On the opening
page, there is a “0”, surrounded by a + sign and a — sign. Be sure to set that '0' to the number of
players on your team (it will be 4 for most teams). Setting it to 4 opens the correct number of
entry lines for the 4 players on your team. Have their ACBL player numbers and approximate
MasterPoint totals ready, so that you may fill them in when you enter your team. It is difficult to
re-edit the entry; please try to get it correct the first time!l
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