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District Dispatches 
December 2025 

These D21 members have all reached new milestones and have passed on their comments and journeys to 
Jackie Zayac to share with our readers. 

Anthony Toto, Unit 522, Sapphire Life Master 

I started playing bridge at the University of Texas between classes. When I got a job 
in CA, I entered the Fresno Bridge Club and started playing bridge winning the 99-
award twice. I became addicted to bridge. I enjoyed learning to be a better bridge 
player from Fresno luminaries such as Mary Lou Da Costa, Byron Steinert, Curtis 
Reeves, and Richard Meffley. Richard Meffley got me involved in District activities. In 
2025, I raised $1000 to name a day after Richard at the 2025 SF National. 

I am honored and privileged to play with so many amazing bridge players. I love helping others achieve 
life master status. I have helped at least 6 become life masters. I retired in 2022 and for the 1st time got 
over 500 points, 2023 over 600, 2024 made the Barry Crane 500, playing in 24 tournaments with 60 
different partners. I'd like to write a book "confessions of a bridge 
whore."  In 2025 I got to play with some amazing partners 
including Ellis Feigenbaum, Brian Gilbert, Mitch Dunitz, Ethan 
Wood, and Tracey Bauer. Winning an open bracket in Reno with 
Richard Papst, Kathryn LeGro, and Mark Marty was special. We 
played 3 pro teams and never lost the lead. I'd be remiss if I 
didn't thank my 1st consistent partner Don Baze and his dad Grant 
Baze who I based my lifetime goal on when Grant was the 1st 
player to go over 3000 points. In 1984 Grant went to 45 
tournaments and achieved 3270 which I set as my lifetime goal. I 
reached 3270 in 2025, a lot faster than the 130 to 170 years 
that I initially expected.  

Barak Engel, Unit 502, Ruby Life Master 

I'd like to share two anecdotes pertaining to becoming Ruby LM.  

First, it was neat to formally hit this milestone at the SF nationals, but it shouldn't 
have happened! I rarely if ever play in person due to having a fairly busy life 
(you can bet this will change when I retire) but I do try to go to nationals when I 
can. When I left Philly a few months ago, I was shy less than 2 glitter points to hit 
Ruby. Then, in October, I played BBO's centennial all-day silver competition, won 

enough of them to put me over the mark, and should therefore have gained the Ruby rank in early 
November. Except BBO screwed up their reporting to the ACBL so recording those points got pushed to the 
December update...opening the door to me formally achieving the rank in San Francisco and getting my 
photo taken for the daily bulletin.  

So, you know, thanks BBO for your mistake! 
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Second, and of particular importance to me, the same competition that put me over in SF is also when I won 

my first ever platinum point. We were leading into the finals of the under 10,000 IMP Pairs- and got a 

nice writeup in the Daily Bulletin about that - and while we didn't win the event, we placed in the overalls. 

It was a bridge goal for me - platinum are the only points that, to me, feel legitimately hard to win - and it 

was nice to mark the Ruby occasion with a bit of platinum sheen. 

Pamela Resser, Unit 503, Regional Master 

I began learning through Planet Bridge as a complete beginner, and then I gathered 
the courage to walk into the Palo Alto Bridge Club, part of District 21. Our Planet 
Bridge head coach is an active member, and he encouraged me to try!  I didn’t 
know a soul and was honestly nervous, but the leadership team and players 
immediately made me feel welcome. From the very first day, they created a 
comfortable environment — with beginner games where you can get bidding help, 
free lectures, excellent intermediate classes, and fun holiday bridge parties. They’ve 
built a real community, even hosting creative events like “speed partnering,” which 
helped me connect with many people. 

What stands out most is the spirit of encouragement — people are warm and supportive at the table and 
at tournaments, always celebrating progress and sharing advice. That culture, along with the friendly, 
zero-tolerance approach toward any unkind behavior, has made all the difference for me at both Palo 
Alto and San Mateo clubs. 

I started bridge as I approached becoming an empty nester, and I’m so grateful to have found not only a 
new hobby but also a circle of friends and a welcoming place to belong. I truly appreciate everything 
District 21 and its clubs do to foster that kind of environment, and I look forward to continuing my bridge 
journey. 

 


