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Diablo Valley By Lisa Assoni/The ShortCut Cook (499)
Thanks Giving

It's that time of year again, seems like last month, that we'll celebrate
Thanksgiving. Americans consume over 46 million Turkeys on this day.

Turkey has lots of meanings, and one is, when I bomb at the bridge table. When
folks try and gobble-you-up with their aggressive bidding, don't get your feathers up.
Like everyone who plays bridge, this game is quite a learning experience. I often make
the same mistakes more than once, always trying to remember not to repeat them, and
feeling like such a turkey when I do. I heard turkeys are not too bright, but actually
their little brains are quite intelligent. So, the next time you play like a Turkey and get
the stuffing knocked out of you, just remember what happens to most Turkeys at
Thanksgiving. Keep your heads about ya!

Enjoy this special holiday, and don't eat all the candy!
Lisa Assoni, ShortCut Cook

East Bay By Tom Pajak (502)

Are you planning to attend the NABC's in San Francisco? Then
here’s your chance for you and your favorite partner to get in some
practice before playing against the heavy hitters at the Nationals.
Make plans to show up for the East Bay Fall Sectional on November
15 & 16 held at the Mastick Senior Center in Alameda (1155 Santa
Clara Avenue). Our sectionals have been at this location for several
times now and it’s a terrific location that’s easy to locate with plenty

of free parking.

On Saturday, November 15th we're sponsoring pair games at 10:00 and 3:00 with
sessions for open players as well as for 499er pairs. Also, at 10:00 there’ll be a single
session ONLY for 99er pairs followed by their own Q&A event after the game so you
can ask an expert everything you wanted to know about the hands you‘ve just played.
Not to be missed!

Then, on Sunday the 16th it'll be a bracketed Swiss event starting at 10:00 with a
lunch break before the afternoon session. Your team must play both sessions ($15 per
session). We'll take orders if you'd like to purchase a lunch at the event, or else there
are several good restaurants nearby for your team to grab a quick bite before returning
to play in the second half of the event.

If you're not familiar with “bracketed” events, in a nutshell you'll be grouped with
teams that have approximately an equivalent number of masterpoints, making the play
equalized throughout the field. That is, lower ranked teams play only with other lower
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ranked teams - they never have to play against the strongest teams. And, of course,
the strongest teams compete among themselves without having any weaklings to beat
up. This structure keeps things even and fair - and FUN to play against friends at your
own level.

Unit 502 will provide a fine assortment of coffee, tea, snacks, munchies, and
homemade goodies all free of charge. Feel free to bring your own bag lunch if you
prefer.

Anxious to play, but need a partner? Contact Don Levine and he'll find someone
who'll be happy to join you. His phone number is (510) 421-0254.

All events award those coveted SILVER POINTS, so that should be an incentive for
you to make a special effort to show up and WIN that silver.

In other news of the Unit, we've got some rank advancements to applaud:
e Perle Siegel and Sloan White are our new Club Masters
e Helen Burke is our newest Regional Master
e Ken Rice hit the mark of Advanced NABC Master

Keep on climbing that ladder, folks. I know the points only trickle in, but they DO
add up and you're proving that’s the case. Well done!

Lastly, the Unit Game calendar is altered a little. The next Unit game at the East
Bay Community Bridge Center is on Sunday, November 2nd at 1:00 pm. That is our
ONLY Sunday unit game in November due to the Sectional tournament in Alameda on
November 16th.

The December Unit game normally scheduled on December 7th won't occur
because the Nationals are being held in San Francisco that day and we know you'd
prefer to show your face at the big tourney instead. On December 21st, Unit 502 is
holding its annual Holiday Banquet in high style with the traditional holiday fare, and a
pairs event that you won't want to miss. Reservations will be required, so plan early
and mark your calendars. Watch forthcoming announcements for details.

Fresno By Laura Da Costa (522)

i Hello Everyone! It's been a busy but fruitful two months for the
.. clubhouse. We have had two over one lessons (2/1), and the Fresno Fall
'! I pe ; Sectional across just the last month.

w 7z
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Past Events

Two Over One Lessons: It was time to have these lessons again. For some in
attendance, it was their first exposure to 2/1, for others it was a chance to get a
refresher and fill in some of the gaps in thelrknowledge of the system Mun eda
was our teacher, and she B E —
was very kind to donate
all of the money from the
lessons to the clubhouse.
The lessons were taught
in two parts across two
Sundays (September
28th & October 5th). We
had 19 in attendance for part 1 and 15 for part 2.

Fresno Fall Sectional (October 18th & 19th): I am actually writing this article
as the Sectional is taking place. We had
a great tournament even though our
499er section did not have enough
attendance to make separate games
(that may have cost a table in players
who did not want to play on the Open
side). Even, so we had a total of 43
tables. Just a bit shy of the 44.5 tables
of last year. Still a great turnout, and a
wonderful boost to support our clubhouse.

We had 49 members win masterpoints. Congratulations to the Unit 522 winners:
Ray April (President’s Award winners for most masterpoints won) and
Mary & Tom Warner (top 99er Award winners).

We have a lot of people to thank for helping with the sectional:
the amazing people who donated cash or food to keep us well fed
during the game; Belva for the sandwiches and wonderful cold
cut/fruit platter on Sunday, Steve Johnson for being our partnership
chair, and Mary & Tom Warner and Jackie Finn for their help getting
the lunches ready to serve. Finally, I appreciate that after two long
days, we had a cleanup crew willing to stick around and get the room
back into shape for the regular games that started the next day:
Steve, Jackie, Jim Luther, and Jason McAlexander.

Upcoming Events

Royal STaC: The Royal Sectional Tournament at Clubs is coming up. It will be
November 17th — 23rd. We are having these STaC games on our regular Monday
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afternoon (Open), Tuesday afternoon (750 game), Wednesday evening (Open),
Thursday afternoon (1000 game), Saturday afternoon (Open and 199er games), and
Sunday afternoon (Open). Royal STaCs payout 25% Gold, 25% Red, 25% Silver, and
25% Black points.

NABC San Francisco (Nov. 27-Dec. 7): Okay, this one really isn't an event in
our clubhouse, but we do have a special connection to this NABC.
Through a campaign spearheaded by Anthony Toto, money was raised
to name an event after Richard Meffley. Not only were members of our
Unit happy to donate to this fund in honor of Richard, but many others
- outside of Unit 522 who knew Richard donated as well. What was

W }_‘ N supposed to be a game named in his honor turned into a whole day.

: So, if you can, head to San Francisco NABC on December 6t for the
41 Richard Meffley Memorial Day.

Christmas Party: The party/game/general meeting is scheduled for Sunday,
December 14th. More on it will be posted at the clubhouse.

Fresno Winter Sectional in 2026: We finished one sectional, but it is not too
early to plan on the next one. Flyers are already available for our regular 3-day
Presidents Day Weekend sectional (February 14th-16th).

Members News
Change of Rankings: New rankings for August & September 2025
Regional Master Club Master
e Gay Berry e Judy Statler
e Margot Cegielski
¢ James Cosby

The Change of Rankings above does not cover accomplishments at the very
beginning of October, so I will have to make a special mention of someone who will be
honored next issue. Deb Petersen made Life Master at the Reno/Sparks Regional. Yay!
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70% Games: We have some special games to report, 70% and above

Pair Percentage Game

Mun Takeda & Gerard Laquerriere 70.14 Mon. Aft. Open Game (8/11)
Judy Geary & Doris Myers 73.50  Thurs. Aft. <1000 Game (8/14)
Lowell Gist & Gerry Jones 70.83 Sat. Aft. Open Game (8/30)

Steve Johnson & Sandy OwYoung-Chu 71.53  Thurs. Aft. <1000 Game (9/11)
Fred Schellack & Margot Cegielski 71.00 Sat. Aft. 199er Game (10/11)
Joan Clark 75.00 Wed. Aft. Ind <20 Game (10/15)

Changes: Don Austin has taken over directing the Tuesday afternoon game. If
you plan to play that day, please let him know.

Keep up with the latest news and all other events at the clubhouse from our
website: fresnobridge.org.

Gilroy/Morgan Hill/Hollister By Jim Craig (524)

There was a LOT of activity over the past couple of months, including the
Earthquake Sectional and the Unit's 70th Anniversary celebration. But first, let’s get into
the District 21 All Western Championships Regional in Santa Clara CA, August 26-
September 1.

We had a number of club members attending the All Western and some scattered
results. Bradley Whitaker won the Newcomer Pairs event and the following won points
at the big event!

Ken Johnson (4.50) Graham Kelly

Richard Ross (2.30) Ivan Godard

Brad Whitaker Skip Pack

Lesley Waltner Also winners were “Friends of the
Unit”: Betsy Wagner, Joanne Wicker

Lennart Naslund and Jan Pffifner (5.18)

Then, just a couple weeks later came our own:
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Earthquake Sectional, September 13-14, Morgan Hill Centennial
Recreation Center

The tournament was a huge success with 78 tables over the two days. There
were newcomer pair games each day, as well as the spotlight events, the Lawson
Sakai Open Pairs on Saturday and the Ron Dragt Open Swiss Teams on Sunday.

The Lawson Sakai Open Pairs was won by
1. Tim Benoit of Danville and Michael Fleisher of Campbell
2. John Miller and Lynn Shannon, both of Campbell
With respectable local finishes of Unit members:
8. Jim Craig & Graham Kelly
11. Mark Moore & Vinny McLoughlin
13. Skip Pack & Ivan Godard
The Ron Dragt Open Swiss Teams was won by the team of
1. John Miller, Lynn & Diane Shannon, and Floyd McWilliams.

2. Stuart Goodgold, Mansoor Gowani, Songtao Zhang, and Ken
Rosenfeld.

Strong local showings were the next few finishers

3. Skip Pack & Ivan Godard paired up with Weilong Shen of Milpitas and
Vasisht Ganesh of Miramar, Fl.

4. Win Stone, Jim Craig, Jonna Robinson and Roy Tsai
5. Graham Kelly, Vinny McLoughlin, Joanne Wicker, Ken Johnson

Skip Pack and Ivan Godard, with their strong showing both days, were co-
winners of the Florence Lydon award, given to the Unit 524 member(s) who win
the most Masterpoints at the Earthquake Sectional! Congrats Skip and Ivan!

To be followed just a week later by the: Unit 524 Seventieth (70)
Anniversary Party, Sunday, September 21, 2025, Old City Hall in Gilroy

The Unit sponsored a lunch for all current and past Unit members, followed,
of course, by a bridge game! (See Unit Game Results later in the report.)
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Rank Advancements

Lennart Naslund has reached the title of Sectional Master! Congratulations,
Lennart, and good luck as you continue your journey in the ACBL!

Unit Games

Regular monthly Unit Games are generally held on the third Sunday of the
month. Occasionally the Unit Game must be moved to a different weekend, and
sometimes additional, special Unit Games are added on an unexpected, but
announced, basis. Usually, the location is the Morgan Hill Centennial Recreation
Center but check any announcements. For instance, the October Unit Game has
been rescheduled from the third to the fourth Sunday, to avoid conflict with a
Sectional in Santa Cruz. Starting time is 11:30 am.

Results
August Unit Game in Morgan Hill (8/17/25)
The open/stratified game had 10 full tables
N/S A — Graham Kelly & Vinny McLoughlin
N/S B — Linda King & Patty Stone
N/S C — Lucy Grisetti & Jan Pfiffer
E/W A — Jim Craig & Ed Logg
E/W B&C — Joanne McLoughlin & Seala Fletcher-Kelly
The 199er game had 3 tables
1st — Bradley Whitaker & Julia Meader
2nd — Lisa Maack & Marilyn Bankert
August 31, 2025 — SPECIAL Swiss Team Unit Game (7 teams)
Flight A: Jim Craig — Win Stone — Graham Kelly — Seala Fletcher-Kelly
Flight B: Ed Logg — Jonna Robinson — Mary Legrand — Lorrie Scott

Flight C: Lesley Waltner — Lennart Naslund — Pat Kelley — Ernestine
Hicks
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September Unit Game in Gilroy (9/21/25) — 70th Anniversary
Celebration Game

The open/stratified game had 11 full tables
N/S A — Jim Craig & Richard Ross
N/S B — Norm Down & Chuck Wilson
N/S C — Lesley Waltner & Lennart Naslund
E/W A — Sally Hale & Jeff Rogers
E/W B&C — Skip Pack & Ivan Godard

The 199er game had 5 tables
N/S 1st - Lisa Maack & Irene Popenhager
N/S 2nd — Rebecca Sanchez & Bradley Whitaker
E/W 1st — Linda Chang & Neda Dorjath
E/W 2nd — Ed & Helen Shaw

Full results are available on the Unit website, and ACBL “Live for Clubs,” both
with hand records.

Club Games

The Tuesday game in Hollister (Buena Vista Bridge Club) has returned
permanently (for now) to the club house in Dunne Park (600 West Street,
Hollister). Game time is 11:00 am most Tuesdays. The game is generally 3 - 6
tables, and open to all. If you plan to come and have not played there in a while,
call Skip a day in advance to save your place (831-524-4883). Here is a heads up,
there are a few special events with special points coming up over the next few
months in Hollister:

November 18 — Royal STaC

November 25 — Centennial Stardust Game
December 16 — Centenial Face to Face
Winners over the past two months were:

Aug 12 A — Barbara Earley & Suzanne Proctor

B — Steve & Arlene Greenberg

October 2025 Page 9 of 42



Aug 19 N/S A — Graham Kelly & Vinny McLoughlin (76%)
N/S B — Barbara Earley & Suzanne Proctor
E/W A&B — Joanne McLoughlin & Seala Fletcher-Kelly

This August 19 game was a STaC game across District 21. Graham & Vinny
collected 9.00 MP with their 76% game, finishing FIRST PLACE in the DISTRICT!

Aug 26 1st — Jim Craig & Win Stone
2nd — Seala Fletcher-Kelly & Graham Kelly
Sep 2 A — Graham Kelly & Vinny McLoughlin
B — Barbara Earley & Suzanne Proctor
C — Steve & Arlene Greenberg
Sep 9 1st — Patrick & Liega Arnett
2nd — Steve & Arlene Greenberg
Sep 16 A —Jim Craig & Win Stone
B — Barbara Earley & Suzanne Proctor
Sep 23 A — Patrick & Liega Arnett
B — Barbara Earley & Suzanne Proctor
Sep 30 A - Patrick & Liega Arnett
B — Barbara Earley & Suzanne Proctor
Oct7 A - Graham Kelly & Vinny McLoughlin
B — Seala Fletcher-Kelly & Joanne McLoughlin
Oct 14 A -Jim Craig & Win Stone

B — Steve & Arlene Greenberg
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The Thursday game in Gilroy (Stone’s Game) is at the Senior Center across
from City Hall and adjacent to the Police Station, with a brief lesson at 10 am
followed by play. There is an Open section and an Intermediate/Novice section
with a top limit of 199 MP for participants.

Aug 14 (Open) 1st A — Ken Johnson & Graham Kelly
1st B — Skip Pack & Patrick Arnett
1st C — Lennart Naslund & Lesley
Waltner (<199) 1 — Barbara Miller & Bob Wiedlin
2 — Celeste Brandt & Peggy
Bradley Aug 21 (Open) N/S 1st — Richard Ross &
Jim Craig
N/S 2nd — Ken Johnson & Vinny McLoughlin
E/W 1st — Sally Hale & Jeff Rogers
E/W 2nd — Lennart Naslund & Lesley
Waltner (<199) N/S 1st — Peggy Bradley & Celeste
Brandt
N/S 2nd — Julia Meader & Don Montag
E/W 1st — Pat Kelley & Ernestine Hicks
E/W 2nd — Jim & Kathy Krause
Aug 28 (Open) N/S A — Patrick Arnett & Lorrie Scott
N/S B&C — Steve & Arlene Greenberg
E/W A — Sally Hale & Jeff Rogers
E/W B — Carol Nicoletti & Mary Ann Ruggles
E/W C—-Lennart Naslund & Lesley Waltner
(<199) 1 - Jim & Kathy Krause
2 — Peggy Bradley & Celeste Brandt
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Sep 4 (Open)

(<199)

Sep 11 (Open)

¢

1st A — Jim Craig & Graham Kelly

1st B — Elsie Shaw & Dennis Rubida

1st A — Henry Koransky & Jane Michaels
1st B — Gretchen Ross & Janet Bernhardt
N/S A — Vinny McLoughlin & Mark Moore
N/S B — Henry Koransky & Lorrie Scott
N/S C — Lennart Naslund & Lesley Waltner
E/W A — Jim Craig & Win Stone

E/W B&C — Skip Pack & Barbar Earley

(<199) 1st — Pat Kelley & Ernestine Hicks

Sep 18 (Open)

(<199)

Sep 25 (Open)

(<199)

October 2025

2nd — Geff Kinn & Barbara Miller

N/S A — Graham Kelly & Seala Fletcher-Kelly
N/S B&C — Steve & Arlene Greenberg

E/W A — Sally Hale & Jeff Rogers

E/W B — Mark Moor & Norm Dow

E/W C — Suzanne Proctor & Carol Nicoletti
1 - Jim & Kathy Krause

2 — Barbara Miller & Nancy Sampson

N/S A — Linda King & Dave Jackson

N/S B&C — Carolyn Wilson & Betsy Wagner
E/W A — Sally Hale & Jeff Rogers

E/W B — Liega Arnett & Don McCown

E/W C - Elsie Shaw & Seala Fletcher-Kelly
1st — Jim & Kathy Krause

2nd — Merrill Wolfe & Bradley Whitaker
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Oct 2 (Open) N/S A&B - Linda King & Patty Stone
E/W A — Dave Jackson & Jonna Robinson
E/W B — Lennart Naslund & Lesley Waltner
(<199) 1st — Gretchen Ross & Carmel Trela
2nd — Bradley Whitaker & Julia Meader
Oct 9 (Open) N/S A — Mark Moore & Vinny McLoughlin
N/S B — Steve & Arlene Greenberg
E/W A — Patrick Arnett & Lesley Waltner
E/W B — Liega Arnett & Lucy Grisetti
(<199) 1st — Merrill Wolfe & Bob Wiedlin
2nd — Jim & Kathy Krause
Oct 16 (Open) 1st A&B — Mark Moore & Norm Dow (77.9%!)
1st C — Elsie Shaw & Skip Pack
(<199) 1st — Barbara Miller & Geff Kinn
2nd — Gretchen Ross & Carmel Trela

Full results are available on the Unit website, and ACBL "Live for Clubs,” both
with hand records.

Local Online Game

Win Stone, who operates the Thursday game at the Gilroy Senior Center,
also hosts Bridge Base (BBO) online games, Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays at
1:25 pm local time. Turnout has risen slightly lately with the addition of players
from outside the Unit, and in some cases from all over the world, on an
apparently random basis. But generally, it is made up of Unit 524 members and
their friends. Usually, 4 to 8 tables of friendly competitors each day. Look for
“Stones Game” at 1:25 (local time) on BBO. Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
EXCEPTION — The First Week of November, the Gilroy Sr Center is closed. The
Thursday CLUB game and Friday ONLINE game are going to SWITCH for this
week only. Therefore, there will NOT be an online game on November 7, but
there WILL be an online game on November 6 (Thursday).
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Livermore Valley By Don Garka (501)

The Livermore Club will continue to meet on Mondays at 10 am. All games
are ‘special’, offer extra points, and still only cost $7. Singles are always
welcome — partners will be provided! Please arrive 10-15 minutes early to get
matched with a partner. Warning - the downtown parking has been changed to
3 hours, so please park in the gravel area behind the building that has 24-hour
parking to avoid receiving a ticket.

We've been consistently having 8-10 tables, which is a great sign! Be sure to
check out livermorebridge.com for the latest schedule, director information, and
game details. The web page will be converting to WordPress, and hopefully this
will be a seamless conversion.

The Unit is going to have its sectional Jan 31- Feb 1, 2026. This is the one
with the nice red seat cushions!

Marin By Mary Warner (508)

Unit 508 in Marin County California is pleased to nominate
Henry Kingdon for ACBL Goodwill Award for 2026. Henry began
playing bridge as an 8-year-old at his parents' bridge table,
when one of his two sisters allowed him in. Raised in Chicago
and then Chapel Hill, NC. He attended college in Oberlin, OH,
where he met some d|e hard friends who played bridge
frequently and pulled all-nighters on Fridays. After college he got a software job in
Cleveland, met his wife and moved to Sacramento.

After 20 years in software, Henry earned his teaching credential at Dominican
University in San Rafael in 2008. He then taught math to middle schoolers for a
couple of years. He enticed his dad to play duplicate with him but quickly realized
he didn't know much. So, he started reading and playing in regular games in Terra
Linda, CA. He found an avid partner and in 2012 won first place in the San
Francisco National finals in the 99er pairs. He continued to read and challenge
himself. His desire to teach others ultimately led him to take the Director exam. In
teaching bridge, his goal is for people to have fun and feel part of a community of
like-minded friends.

Henry’s energy is boundless. His beginner classes run 15 weeks, usually
broken into three different sessions. He hosts several playing events for the
newest players to practice keeping score, using bidding boxes, and reflecting on
the bidding and play. These events include Rubber Bridge, Tea & Cookies (social);
a Barometer Style discussion game (sanctioned newcomer) and Supervised Play
(sanctioned pupil.) At the Discussion Games the focus is on what better bridge
might look like in regards to bidding and play. At the Supervised play the focus is
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on mechanics, etiquette, and the tools available for reflection. Many of these
students become regular visitors to the Club Games. All are encouraged to join
ACBL at the minimum of Guest Membership.

Henry is teaching in five different locations in Marin and has six regularly
scheduled games he directs each week. He encourages anyone to come solo and
promises to have a partner for them. Perhaps it's him as he plays and manages
his director duties. He also encourages seasoned players to mentor their partner
in the game.

Henry is a Ruby Life Master and can be seen at most District 15 games and
beyond to achieve his next level and sharpen his skills.

Oh, and as if that isn't enough, Henry bakes the cookies for his social games.
And they are delicious!

A Big Congratulations to the Following Members Who Have Reached
a New Level in Their Bridge Journeys:

Robert Deutsch  Mill Valley Club Master
Casey Leones San Rafael Club Master
Chris Eggan Mill Valley Life Master

Lani Valentine San Rafael Silver Life Maste
Tess Offord San Anselmo Club Master
Nahal Taleghani Mill Valley Club Master

Here are some fun hands contributed by members.

A Hand to Remember, by Barbara Cooper

We all have had a memorable hand that we will
never forget. I was lucky enough to experience such a
hand at a Sacramento Regional in a Swiss Team event
awhile back with my partner Arlene Sauser and
teammates Alex Kinas and Cathie Hayes. We were
having a so-so round when I opened up a beautiful 20-point hand. I
was very excited when my partner opened one club. I am now thinking
that we have a slam somewhere and am contemplating my next bid
when my RHO bids 2NT. Now what? I double and wait to see what
develops.
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My LHO thinks for a while and puts down his pass card. Arlene passes
(she has six clubs in her hand including the top four honors.) My RHO is
getting nervous now and puts down the XX card. ("Get me out of this
partner!”) I pass and his partner passes. Naturally Arlene passes too.

Arlene and I proceed to take all 13 tricks, doubled, redoubled and
vulnerable. We were in shock, needless to say. We scored the hand as
plus 2800 points for our side.

When we returned to our teammates to compare scores they asked
if we had bid slam. I said, “No but I don't think you will be
disappointed.”

The joke was on us, however. We later found out that we had
scored this incredible hand incorrectly. It should have been a plus 4600
points! I doubt there will ever be a result like this again, but at least I
will know how to score it!

And here's another famous hand contributed by Bob
Chilvers. www.bridgebum.com/james_bond.php

In September, Boo Boero & Diane Park won Monday's ! '
3rd Quarter Club Championship with over 61%. Great
achievement for Club Master and Junior Master!

Modesto By Ray Adams (529)

The big news this period was the spectacular departure of

three of our favorite bridge buffs for other climes. Mike and Mary
Wells, who have been directing the games in Sonora, decided to
move to San Luis Obispo. Mike and Mary played quite often in our

unit and open games. Their last game in Modesto came at the

August Unit Game. They dominated that game by finishing first in
A & B with a nice 63.89% effort. Barbara and Jim Page were first in C, and
second in both A & B. Pam and John Mayne finished third. The unit wishes Mike
and Mary the best of luck in their future endeavors and Modesto bridge buffs
should not be surprised if they run into them at nearby tournaments.

Our unit has also had the pleasure of hosting Ray Lassen of Sydney,
Australia, for several weeks. Ray came here to visit his former wife Mindy Lassen
and — of course — to play bridge. Ray has done quite well here, advancing in rank
and winning a couple of open games. He was able to cap it all off in a very special
way by playing with Mindy on the last day of August in the Saturday Invitational
game. Ray and Mindy won this event going away with a 69.84% triumph. This
was a great way for him to end this eventful visit. Ray is now in the land down
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under, but we all hope to see him back in Modesto in the very near future.

The Unit is happy to announce that Jane Griffith became our newest Junior
Master in September. Jane is a popular member of Judy Remmers's group, and
we all wish her continued success.

There were four STAC games in Modesto in August. Nancy Lilly and Sue
Winter led everyone in the Monday game with a remarkable 70.14% game,
finishing in the district overalls. Modesto's highest point total for the district
overalls came the next day, when Lee Maddocks/John Rollin had a 76.19% effort
to place first overall and win 12.94 silver points each. On Thursday, Bruce Ruskin
and Frank Frohman were second overall, while Lee and Ray Adams were right
behind them in third. Also placing in the overalls were John Rollin and Garrard
Marsh. On Saturday, Barbara and Jim Page won with a 65% game, while Libby
Longstreth and Marilyn McRichards finished with 63.13%.

The September Unit game was rather small, with only three tables in
attendance. First overall and in A stratum were Sheela Wani/Ray Adams at 63%,
just edging the top B pair of Libby Longstreth and Judy Remmers who finished at
62%. First in C were Marcia Laird and Jeanne Russo.

Mike and Rose Epting dominated the Monday game these two months,
winning close to 2.5 points. Other noteworthy point winners were Sue Winter and
Nancy Lilly, Kris Domitrovich, and Gail Roberts and Ed Jeffers. Also of note was
the first duplicate appearance of Kathy Amos who finished third overall on the
thirtieth while partnering Melba Yarbrough, a player who seldom takes part in the
duplicate game.

The highest game in the Saturday Invitational event was a very, very nice
73.02% effort by Sharon Cole and Joyce Rudesill, with Ray and Mindy Lassen
having second highest at 69.84%. Ben Rushin and Frank Vilness were third with
62.5%. Also in the Saturday game, Tom Au and Ed Jeffers had a perfect effort in
September, finishing first in A, B, and C on the sixth.

Top point winners in the invitational game were B: (readers will remember
that A players are not eligible to win points in this game): first, Sharon Cole and
Joyce Rudesill, second, Jeanne Russo, and third, Ben Rushin. In C, Jim Page led,
while Mindy Lassen was second, and Ray Lassen third.

The top percentage scores in the open game were: 72.22% by Bruce
Ruskin/Lee Maddocks, 65.63% by Ralph Jungwirth/Judy Remmers, and 64.88%
by Bruce Ruskin/Frank Frohman.

Three of our local players did well in the Santa Clara Regional. John Rollin
won close to 20 gold points, while Lorraine Bocks/Garrard Marsh captured about
twelve gold. Also, in the Phoenix Regional the week before, Bruce Ruskin won
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approximately thirty gold points while playing with Alan DeSerpa, the author of
several books in the Modesto Bridge Library.

The top total point winners for the two months were a heavy reflection on
how well our local bridge buffs did in the STAC overalls. In A, Lee Maddocs led
with 28.16, John Rollin was second at 23.12, while Bruce Ruskin finished third
with 17.14. In B, Barbara Page led with 10.20, while Garrard Marsh just edged
Gary Capwell 8.28 to 8.26. In C, Jim Page was first with over six total points, and
Ray Lassen came in second over Mindy Lassen 4.16 to 3.13. Ed Jeffers earned an
honorable mention with 2.66.

This new month of October will end with Halloween. While most people will
be hoping for treats, the bridge buffs will be trying to get as many tricks as they
can. See you at the tables.

Monterey By Ed Schrenzel (530)
It was a very good two months for the Unit 530 Bridge Club.

Things started out with a team game on August 23rd that attracted 9 teams
of 36 players. According to Unit Treasurer Ray Mok the club netted $388 from the
event.

The results included a first-place finish for the team of Nancy Croom, Sam
Dodson, Susan Fugelsang, and Sharon Larson. Second place went to Bob Dubroff,
Allyson and Bob Farrell, and Hong Hai, and the third-place team was Gina Brown,
Neville Kirby, David Ow, and Lynn Simmons.

On Sunday, September 14th the club hosted its monthly unit lunch and
bridge event, which was attended by 52 players. Club member Kurt Schnebele
prepared his specialty, scrumptious paella, while others contributed salads, side
dishes, and desserts.

The club earned $1,120, including a generous $282 in cash donations. First
place went to the pairs of Neville Kirby-Lynn Simmons (north-south) and Martha
Hawley and Gerald Kapolka (east-west). Tom and Ewan Eby and Incy Brooks-
Susie Fugelsang finished second while Betty Jackson-Lynne Weatherman and
Diane Duey-Shirley Smith were in third place.

On the following day, Monday September 15th, Hetty Eddy started a 10-week
beginning bridge class for those with no or little bridge experience. The purpose
of the classes is to gain a basic bridge foundation, with the second hour dedicated
to playing hands to build on the daily lesson.

The next monthly game, held on Sunday, October 12th, attracted 48 bridge
players. They enjoyed a delicious lunch consisting of homemade stews, curries,
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and stir fries over specially prepared balsamic rice.

The event netted $966 for the club, including $245 in cash donations. The
winners were Mano Singham-Bob Dubroff (north-south) and Doug Halleen-Ray
Mok (east-west). The pairs of Tom and Ewen Eby and Gerald Kapolka-Helen
Rubin captured second place and John Mahoney-Gerald Williams and Pinney
Allen-Lynn Farris finished third.

The club’s next unit game will be on Sunday, November 9th. Visitors to the
Monterey area are welcome to attend. The cost for lunch, bridge and
camaraderie is $20. The Bridge Center is located at 201B Calle del Oaks in Del
Rey Oaks, directly off Highway 218 between Highways 1 and 68. The phone
number is 831-747-1650.

Napa/Solano/Sonoma By Sigrid Price (512)

Things are pretty much normal in Unit 512 as we approach
the holidays and having no bad news to report is good news
indeed!

Barbara Lemme and Marsha Horowitz celebrated birthdays
earlier this month and led by George Gordon the attendees at
the game on the 13th were treated to a rendition of Happy
Birthday...what may have been lacking in musical excellence was compensated for
by the exuberance of the singers.

Howard Bye-Torre is no longer running the Napa Valley Bridge Club. He did
an awesome job and those who played at the club expressed their gratitude to
him for taking over when Clyde Smith retired. Kelley Thompson is now the owner
of the game in Napa on Fridays. Apparently the ACBL computer system leaves
something to be desired, but Kelley is up for the task. Added bonus: Kelley’s wife
and son are bakers and treats have been arriving at the club on Fridays.

Everyone was pleased to see Tina Yesson and Al Iapicca back playing in
Sonoma and Napa. Tina is recovering from cancer treatments and somewhat
fragile but still a worthy opponent at the table! They were first overall and
snagged 4.02 masterpoints at the game on Friday, October 10th.

The Silver Seniors Game on Wednesday, the 15th was well attended. The
winners were Britt Marie Eldred and Richard Tebay taking home 3.60 silver points,
followed by Susan Cook and Rick Davis (2.70 silver) and Dan Harp playing with
Phile Shoemaker (2.03 silver). Nancy Rude and Theila Smith took 4th overall and
earned 1.52 silvers.

October 2025 Page 19 of 42



Mini-McKenney Race

0-5: Lillian Sly and Steward Rushton are tied

5-20: Gail Silverman now leads Jane Ilfeld

20-50: Kelley Thompson increased his lead over Linda Yankee

50-100: Judith Vandenberg now leads Carole Kupsoff

100-200: David Mendel is way ahead of Robert Bruce

200-300: Susan and Pat McGrath are tied

300-500: Curt Jeschke now is ahead of Barry Walner

500-1000: Lynn Dondero is ahead of Helen Bohl

1000-1500:
1500-2500:
2500-3500:
3500-5000:
5000-7500:

Richard Tebay leads over Carol Fraser in this category
Phil Shoemaker is 1.53 masterpoints over Nancy Rude
Kathleen and Clyde Smith are tied

Anita Pensler is leading, Joanne Wegsten closing in fast

Tom Jacobson is ahead of Jeff Ferro

I repeat: The McGraths and Smiths should mix it up and break those

ties!

There will be a Halloween event at Vintage Duplicate Bridge Club on October
29th with a prize for the best costume. Will Napa Valley Bridge do something on
the 31st? Maybe a spooky surprise is in store for those who come to play.

Sending my best to you all for a very enjoyable Fall Season and Happy

Halloween!

Sigrid Price, price.sigrid@gmail.com 707-486-1517

Palo Alto By Dianne Giancarlo (503)

Palo Alto Bridge

October 2025

Greetings from Unit 503

As I sit down to write this October Heart of the District report
for Unit 503, I find myself captivated by the stunning harvest moon
shining outside my window. It's a breathtaking reminder of
nature’s beauty and abundance. Poet Catherine Pulsifer beautifully
captures this season in her words from A Golden Orb Ascends:
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In this season we let hope arise,

As Harvest Moon adorns autumn's skies.
Embrace the abundance, let gratitude flow,
The Harvest Moon is nature's gift bestowed.

Speaking of gifts, I'd like to ask: how many of you consider the gift of bridge
among your blessings? To those unfamiliar with the game, that might seem like
an unusual question, but for me and my fellow bridge enthusiasts, bridge is truly
a treasured gift. It's a source of joy, challenge and camaraderie. On mornings
when I head to the bridge club, I feel an extra spring in my step. Whether I'm
navigating the 40s or earning points in the high 50s, every session offers
opportunities for growth, achievement and connection.

At Unit 503, we warmly welcome everyone to come and enjoy bridge with
us — to build our vibrant community and share in the joy of the game. And
speaking of the sky, a harvest moon is a supermoon that appears close to the
start of Fall, and we're fortunate to have two more supermoons in the coming
months. Keep your eyes on the night sky—and don't forget your cameras!

Let's start with some upcoming events for you at Palo Alto Bridge Center:

e Daily Monday — Saturday club games: Bridge Center is open every
weekday and some Saturdays. SignUp

e  Monthly Swiss Team club games: upcoming Mondays November 10,
December 15 at 11:30AM. Swiss Team games SignUp

e Palo Alto Bridge Unit Sectional: earn silver points over 4 days:
Thursday 10/23 — Sunday 10/26 PA Oct Sectional

e Halloween game: on Friday, October 31 at 10:45AM: Halloween fun
including a costume contest to win free plays! Free lecture by Will
Watson before the game. SignUp

e ACBL Centennial club games: 100 years of contract bridge —
earn silver this month at our club games on selected dates:
Centennial games SignUp

o Kathy Harper’s classes: Monday evenings and Tuesday mornings —
register: Bridge classes

e Frank Smoot’s intermediate classes: Thursday evenings — register:
Smoot Fall 2025 classes

e San Mateo-Redwood City Unit Sectional: Saturday 11/1 — Sunday
11/2 at Palo Alto Bridge Center.
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e District 21 Sectional Tournament at Clubs (STaC) week: earn
gold/red/silver/black points at Bridge Center club games during the
week of Monday 11/17 — Sunday 11/23.

e Silicon Valley Youth Bridge (SiVY): Casual Friday evenings: SiVY
website

. Thundering Thursday, Fantastic Friday and

"~ Stupendous Saturday offer separate Open, Mid-Flight (0-
3,000 mps) and Silver Rush (under 750 mps) sections. There is also a special 0-
99er game with 18 boards on Stupendous Saturday morning. For Swiss Team
players, Supercharged Sunday will offer Bracketed Teams (no player over 3000

mps) and A/X Swiss Teams. (Oct Sectional)
Our next team club game is on Monday,

11
November 10 at 11:30AM.

If you need a partner, or help to be matched with another pair, let us
at know. Swiss Team games SignUp

Palo Alto Bridge offers monthly Swiss team
games for you to gain team game experience in a
relaxed atmosphere, where the boards are already
i shuffled and dealt and hand records provided.

At the August 11 Swiss team game — congrats to the winning team: John
Hoffman — Leila Sink — Ken Rosenfeld — Joel Koransky. Very honorable
mention of the top strat C team for coming 2nd overall!: Ilya Sherman —
Michael Callahan — Pearl Renaker — Solveig Kjartansdottir.

At the September 8th Swiss team game — congrats to the winning team:
Rajeeva Sharma - Eusebio Menezes - Hansa Narasimhan - Bruce
Luttrell. Honorable mention of the top strat C team: Liz Koh - Kathy
Wheeler - Dana Shelley - Phil Abrahamson.
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Halloween Spooktacular on Friday, October 31 is our annual popular
event where players are _— -
encouraged to wear a __;,,',,, -
costume. There will be
prizes for the best
costumes! Need
costume ideas? See
some of last year's
costumes pictured
above. Will Watson will
give a free lecture
before the game. The
game starts at
10:45AM. SignUp

Recent highlights:

We were delighted to see so many newer/intermediate players play Team
events at the recent Santa Clara Regional, especially after attending our Swiss
Teams Boot Camp. The Swiss Teams Boot Camp took place at the Palo Alto
Club on August 13 and 20 featuring the great Phil Abrahamson with help from
his assistants, Dana Shelley, Marc Cervellino and Liz Koh. Twenty-one
players attended the sessions and hopefully have become enthusiasts of this
format.

A huge thank YOU goes out to Unit 503 members for coming to the Club to
attend the Special Palo Alto Unit Membership meeting on August 12 to vote
and approve our Board’s proposed amendments to the Unit’s Bylaws. The Board
appreciates your participation.

STaC at Palo Alto Bridge

Congrats to the top Palo Alto Bridge winners at the recent (Sectional
Tournament at Clubs) STaC week August 18-22 Aug STaC results:

¢ Rich Nielsen — 10.64mps e H Paul Davis — 5.59mps

e Denise Pitsch — 6.97mps ¢ Jon Rayden — 5.39mps

¢ Ron Powell — 6.65mps ¢ Kevin Rosenberg — 5.25mps
¢ John Becker — 5.75mps ¢ Yu Chang - 5.06mps

Sue Becker — 5.75mps

Celebrity Seminars by Michael Berkowitz on the topic “"Do I Play or Defend?
How do Experts think through these decisions!” on Zoom on August 16 and 23 were
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very well attended. If you miss this and other past online celebrity seminars, you can
purchase the seminar recordings online: Past Celebrity Seminars Recordings

Congrats to the Palo Alto Bridge winners who won big at D21’s recent Regional
in Santa Clara: Santa Clara Regional results:

¢ Ming Sheng — 60.62mps Ron Powell — 22.78mps

Mukund Thapa — 59.70mps

Phil Abrahamson — 22.49mps

Kevin Rosenberg — 55.13mps Dana Shelley - 22.49mps

Guy Gecht - 32.38mps

Qing Lu — 22.41mps

Ying Liu — 28.30mps Ilya Sherman — 21.54mps

Allen Simon — 26.94mps Alan Malloy - 21.33mps

H Paul Davis — 25.39mps

Denise Pitsch — 20.97mps

Roger Passal — 24.78mps

Thank you to the 176 players
for joining us to celebrate our
bridge community — 50th
anniversary game on September
@ 30! The fabulous turnout reminded
many of the daily buzz in our club
room in pre-pandemic days. (Come
~ play more regularly at the club and
* let's get back to those days!) It was
wonderful to see so many familiar
faces from past years.

- The morning started off with an Alan Cummings Free
Lecture by bridge professional and world champion (and Unit 503 member) Debbie
Rosenberg who gave an excellent lecture on cuebidding the opponent’s suit (her slides
and notes are posted on our website: PABC Lecture Series).

A huge thank-you to the game’s directors/owners Prue Saunders and Will
Watson for running a great game and providing an excellent lunch! Super volunteer
Stephanie Youngquist organized a stellar celebration with speakers (John
Schwartz, Bob Enenstein, Paul Davis, Marc Cervellino) telling great stories,
recognizing past and current club owners/directors, Unit presidents and Board
members, and a special award for Kevin O’Leary for maintaining our Bridge Center.
The Bridge Center was aptly decorated: Debbie Carey had some bridge memorabilia;
Stephanie created a slide show of photos and anecdotes; a map of the Bridge Center
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locations (mark where you have played!). Fourteen lucky winners got prizes from a
drawing.

Thank-you to Stephanie’s volunteer team: Debbie Carey, Marc Cervellino, Liz
Koh, Ken Rosenfeld, Rob Boucher, Paul Davis, Dianne Giancarlo, Alex
Narasin, Lucy Ballard, Diana Lloyd, Anne Wilson, John Schwartz, Allen Simon,
Mary Steele.

Check out our Facebook page for more photos.

Congrats to the Palo Alto Bridge top masterpoint winners at Silicon Valley Unit’s
Fall Sectional on October 3-5 held at Palo Alto Bridge Center U507 Fall sectional
results:

e Kevin Rosenberg — 16.8mps — e Alan Malloy — 11.7mps

2nd overall!
e Ron Powell — 11.1mps

e Susan Zhang - 13.5mps
e Gary Macgregor — 10.7mps

Our October celebrity bridge series featured an all-day in-person
seminar workshop by bridge professional Robert Todd at the Palo
Alto Bridge Center on Saturday, October 18th on "Compete When
They Open", and "Defensive Strategies & Tools". The lecture was
well attended, and Robert was a fantastic speaker.

Newer Players: we have Newcomer/0-49 masterpoint games
at the Bridge Center on Tuesdays at 10:45AM and Wednesday evenings at 6:45PM.
Gain experience and improve your game in a relaxed environment. SignUp

Some very sad news - we lost some long-time active members and volunteers of
our community in the past few months:

John Harpootlian, a long-time player at our club games, passed away.

Many of you will remember Nancy Kehl for her frequent, cheerful participation in
499er games at the Bridge Center and the decorations she created for Unit games and
holiday parties. She also led volunteers in providing wonderful themed meals and
snacks for Unit games back in the day. She passed away in Austin. Cards can be sent to
her family: Courtney Kehl, 15003 Gebron Drive, Austin, Texas 78734.

Josephine Ventura who played at the Bridge Center almost every day, and
volunteered at our tournaments and special events, passed away after a long illness.
From her nephew Derek Sato: “Bridge was one of her passions and she cherished her
many friendships within the bridge community. The in-person visits, phone calls and
greeting cards truly kept her spirits up.” During her iliness, she was keen to know the
daily bridge results and hear about the latest news within the club. Cards can be sent to
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her family: 1073 The Dalles Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94087. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to Mission Hospice & Home Care (Mission House) or Peninsula Bridge
Education Foundation (PBEF website). A memorial bridge game to remember and
celebrate Josephine will be held at Palo Alto Bridge Center on Saturday, November 15
at 11:00am. All are welcome — including young players. SignUp J Ventura obituary

New ACBL Ranks

Congrats to the following Palo Alto Unit 503 members who achieved a new ACBL
Rank in August:

Junior Master: Cliff Chambers, Christina Fuhr, Beatrice Hung, Josh Jia, Jill
Rubin

Club Master: Lucia Steinhilber

Sectional Master: Stephen Jacobs

Regional Master: Pamela Resser

NABC Master: Adele Kellman

Silver Life Master: David Wong

Ruby Life Master: Linda Mattis, Denise Pitsch, Diane Weissman

Congrats to the following Palo Alto Unit 503 members who achieved a new ACBL
Rank in September:

Junior Master: Yinzi Cai, Annie Dandavati, Carol Moulton, Kathleen Small,
Lorraine Wormald

Club Master: Kent Perkocha, Rachel Perkocha
Sectional Master: Ping Chen, Jennifer Lu
Regional Master: Jo Palermo

NABC Master: Marjory Greenwald

Ruby Life Master: Bill Bushnell, Eva Cheung

A very warm welcome to our new Palo Alto Unit 503 members: Nathaniel L
Black, Adora Zheng, Austin Zheng, Chengjun Mo, Justin Turcotte.

g \

| | Accessorize your outfit at your next club game or
Sample Name _
Title Here tournament. You can purchase your own customized

name badge with our colorful Palo Alto Bridge logo -
order yours online for $14: Custom Name Badge Order

Bl Palo Alto Bridge

Play, Laugh & Learn! /
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Get involved in your community! Our events and activities
are put together by our volunteers, and we want your help.
Any little of your time would be appreciated! We need
volunteers for marketing and publicity (photo-takers,
storytellers, email blaster) and help organize a bridge
tournament. Please contact either our Volunteer Chair,
Gerry MacDonald (geraldinem@aol.com), or our President,
Liz Koh (lizkoh4bridge@gmail.com).

Play, Laugh & Learn!

Reno By Martha Hildreth (473)

Gold at the Sparks Nugget
... and in Reno

The Regional of October 6-12
was a fabulous week for our club.
On the first day of the
Reno/Sparks Regional our
members’ morning started with a
seminar at our club on “Killer
Leads” by our Canadian neighbor,
and renowned teacher and author,
Barbara Seagram. Barbara and
partner in life and bridge, Alex
Kornel, are fans of this area and
came to town for the Reno/Sparks
Regional. The Tournament is
wonderful for our members, but our non-profit club loses a week of revenue when we
all move over to Sparks, yet the rent still has to be paid. Knowing this, Barbara
eschewed remuneration and donated all revenue raised to the club. Since over 100
attended this was a generous contribution. Barbara, you are Golden!

We consistently have found that our celebrity speakers educate even the best
ranked players. This was more than true with Barbara’s presentation on Leads. Readers,
take note: she has publications on this topic as well as on many others, of course.
Several of these publications sold out at our club that Monday.

On to the regional. The tournament attracted many of out-of-towners, naturally
most from California, but also a pair from Toronto. Monday afternoon Alex and Barbara
won the Open Pairs. (Patrick Campbell and Sharon Bahry were first in B).
Congratulations! A great way to start the tournament.
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The regional scheduled a history-making event:
on Monday afternoon a 49er game, won by club
members Kathy Kalls and Karen Fleming. First in B:
Helmut Banse and Yolande Smith. First in C: Marla
Schuster and Barbara Gruenewald. There were 10
tables. Jill Wallace and Shannon Dressel encouraged
these players and prepared them for the
tournament.

We also had two 199er games during the week. ,
Thursday’s was won by Norman and Jill Beesley and Friday’s by Bob and Carol Aten.
Caroline Blomquist and Carolee Elder finished first in C.

Here are some other achievements by club members (I include a few members of
our “sister” clubs in the area who play in Reno): Monday Side Pairs was won by Tam
Gandart and Shannon Dressel, first in all ranks. In Open Swiss Teams, first in B and C:
Ron Haines, Julie Cardinalli, Bradford Stone and Donna Neff.

Tuesday Open Pairs: Paul Kushner playing with Peggy Strong of San Rafael was
first in B. Wednesday Gold Rush Pairs: first in C were Merle Rose and Peter Hummel
who also ranked first in C in the Gold Rush Pairs on Thursday. On Wednesday Teams 3
was won by Helen Trop-Zell, Julie Wong, Karla Reynolds, along with Diane Strategos of
Sacramento. In Thursday’s Teams 3, Diane Todd, David Boger, Elaine Simkins and
Bradford Stone tied for first with another team. Rene Reid and Synthia Swezey were
first in C for the Open Pairs.

On Friday Teams 3 was won by Diane Walz, Debra Ziegler, Ken Ditto and Maryam
Jabbar. This team raked in lots of gold at they finished in 2nd and 4th in two other
team games during the week. In the Saturday Gold Rush: Kathy Algerio playing with
Jeff Fountain of Oakland, came in first. Jacquelyn Mall found an able partner in Daniela
Tone of Santa Clara and came in first in B.

On Sunday, Steve Print played on a team with members from diverse California
clubs that won the A/X Swiss Teams. In B/C/D Swiss Teams, Rene Reid. Karol
McClellan, Jeannene Levitre and Sid Siddall, were first in C and D. Fast Open Pairs was
won by Stan Green and Mark Lundblad.

Thanks, Susan Powell, for sending me a list of our club and local winners. If I
failed to credit anyone it's on me!
San Francisco By Tom Stillman (506)

STaC Report

On Tuesday, August 19th of StaC week, two pairs from the Carlisle Bridge Club,
Ashish Gupta & Liam King (2nd) and Derrick Pallas & Tom Rothgiesser (9th), finished in
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the top 10 for District 21. Across the district, they competed among 114 pairs (57
tables). Richard Robertson of San Francisco came in third playing with Kathleen Ritchie
at Bridge Works in Rocklin.

Out of 41 tables on Wednesday, Ron Goodman & Frank Mainzer finished 11th while
Ashish & Liam continued their Tuesday success by coming in 13th. Special credit goes
to Zeus, Ashish’s service dog. If you haven’t met Zeus, you don’t know what you're
missing.

In Friday’s StaC game, Ray Ochoa & Andy Straus, who played at the Sunset Bridge
Club in San Francisco, finished 15th out of 49.5 tables.

This year Unit 506’s monthly game occurred during StaC week, so the Unit board
agreed to run a StaC game at no extra cost. The Unit game in August also featured a
well-received “Ice Cream Social,” which brought in a total of 24 tables.

In the 499er Section Diane Ross (not “Diana Ross” who performed as Stern Grove
on August 17th) & Kathleen King came in 1st N/S while Sandra Farris & Romana Bracco
came in 1st E/W.

Stella Wan & Kevin Rosenberg, playing in one of the two Open Sections, came in
1st Overall at N/S.

Bruce Osterweil & Jim Leuker started out well at my table and carried their success
to first place E/W in Section B.

In Section A, Bo Han Zhu & Shao-Heng Chu finished first N/S. The overall E/W
winners were Section A’s Dan Kroll & Shazia Makhdumi. They finished a mere half
matchpoint over Robert Thomson (not the one who hit the most famous home run
ever) & Bruce Blakely. Robert & Bruce were just 2 of a contingent of 19 players from
Marin County. Overall, there were at least 25 players (of 96 total) who came from
outside San Francisco. Unofficially, Regan Johnson from Davis came the longest
distance.

Apparently, Unit 506’s Unit/STaC was the “only game in town” on August 23rd.
You can see overall results here.

You can check results for each section below:

e Open Section A

e Open Section B

e 499ers
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Unit 506 at the All Western Championships Regional, Santa Clara, CA

Approximately 24 players from San Francisco and a half dozen more who play in
Unit 506 games made the trip to Santa Clara for the All Western Championships
Regional.

Of note were Brigitte Sandquist and Kirsten Beda who finished 2nd in their bracket
on Thursday. Rick and Stephanie Rogers came in first with their teammates in the
Thursday bracketed teams. Martha Keller and Jeanette Shinsako finished 9th out of 25
tables in the Saturday Open Pairs. The top Masterpoint winners from San Francisco
were Mark Ralph, Shazia Makdhumi, Rick and Stephanie Rogers, and Deepak
Ramanathan.

Unit 506 Sectional

Nearly 40 tables attended the San Francisco Sectional on the weekend of
September 27th and 28th. It was the Unit’s first Fall Sectional, so the turnout was good
for a new event. Results can be found at here. Nearly thirty Bay Area communities were
represented as well as a couple from Southern California, and participants from
Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Tennessee, and Dorval, Quebec, Canada.

Annual game at Janet Pomeroy Recreation & Rehabilitation Center

For the second year in a row, Jordan Hymowitz, an aspiring bridge player,
sponsored our October unit game at the Janet Pomeroy Recreation & Rehabilitation
Center. It's a special occasion as lunch is provided and accommodations are made for a
social game. This year we had eleven tables in the Open Section, three in the 499er,
and three in the Social Game (my services were needed to fill out the third table). In
the 499er section, David King & Lea Salem came in first in the Howell movement. In the
Open Section, our friends from Marin, Henry Kingdon & Peggy Strong were the overall
winners playing E/W. Gary Porter & David Straus were the N/S winners.

The Janet Pomeroy Recreation & Rehabilitation Center was founded in 1952 in a
small building at the Fleishacker Pool Building (at the time, Fleishacker Pool was the
largest swimming pool in the United States). The center moved to the other side of San
Francisco Zoo in 1973 where the center has remained until this day. Their mission
statement states, “The Pomeroy Center is a San Francisco nonprofit that operates as a
community center for children, teens and adults with developmental disabilities and
traumatic and acquired brain injuries (TBI/ABI).”

I encourage you to visit their website to learn about their many programs and
make a donation if you are interested.

Congratulations

First to Peter Goldsmith for earning his Life Master. He was honored with a cake at

October 2025 Page 30 of 42


https://web2.acbl.org/tournaments/results/2025/09/2509344.htm
https://www.prrcsf.org/

the Chinese American Bridge Club on Monday, October 13th after their semi-annual
team game and celebratory dinner.

Also, congratulations go to Janice O'Brien who was inducted into UC Davis’s Sports
Hall of Fame on Friday, October 10th. Janice participated on the women’s tennis team
in 1980 and won a singles championship that year for the team that brought to Davis
the first women’s national title.

San Mateo By Lauren Rosen (498)

Greetings from Unit 498!

We invite everyone to our Fall Sectional at the Palo Alto Bridge

. Center, 432 Stierlin Road, Mountain View for pairs games on Saturday,
November 1 and team games on Sunday, November 2. Start times are
10:00 am and 2:30 pm each day.

Saturday morning's Art Weinstein Trophy game welcomes players who may not
have played in tournaments before, and is limited to those with fewer than 100 master
points. Winners of this game have their names engraved on the trophy and are granted
perpetual bragging rights.

See our website for the schedule of all games, information on parking, food,
partnership desk and more at www.unit498.com.

We are grateful to Unit 503 for allowing us to host the tournament at their facility.

Jenny Kuhn will host the Centennial Fall ACBL Instant Matchpoint Game (IMG) on
October 29, Wednesday afternoon at 1:15 pm at the Villa. This exciting special event
offers loads of benefits for participants. One gold masterpoint® is up for grabs when
you finish at the top of a section (both directions). As a bonus, you can see your score
immediately after each deal in a pre-printed Fall IMG traveler. Along with the pre-
printed analyses for all 36 deals, participants will receive full hand records. As an extra
bonus, Jenny encourages everyone to wear costumes for an early Halloween
celebration!

Continuing Learning and Playing Opportunities at Unit 498

Jenny Kuhn's current Easybridge course runs every Wednesday morning from
10:00 am — 12:30 pm at the Villa. Contact Jenny directly if you, your family or
friends are ready to learn bridge or review bridge basics. jkuhn@peninsuladbc.com

Mark Sorenson will continue his series of 1+ hour monthly bridge lessons and
play, aimed at advancing players with fewer than 100 masterpoints. If you are
interested, join him on the first Tuesday of each month at 10:30 am at the Villa. For a
cost of $5, you'll get lessons with pre-dealt hands, directed play and review, and
handouts and notes to take home, along with coffee and snacks.
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Stay to play in the 12:00 noon game afterwards! Topics scheduled for the next two
months are as follows:

November 4: RESPONDING TO INT WITH 5-4, 4-5 or 5-5 IN THE MAJORS
December 2: JACOBY 2NT

Director Raad Bunni is offering a free introductory game after the November 4th
lesson with a separate 99er section. Mark Sorenson will be there to help you through
the process. This will be a short, 12-board game.

After the game, Mark will be available to answer questions about hands. For new
players, this is a great opportunity to experience live duplicate bridge. You must register
ahead of time for each class individually.

Please contact Mark Sorenson at (650) 296-1674 or email
sorensonmark717@gmail.com

Bi-weekly supervised play with Mary Bates

Unit 498 hosts Supervised Play with Mary Bates at the Villa on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of most months from 1:30 to 3:30 pm. Upcoming dates are October 22
and November 12.

Come and practice your bridge playing in a relaxed, social setting.

Certified instructor Mary Bates and other experienced players will be on hand to
answer any questions that may arise during the bidding and play of the hand.

All levels are welcome, but this program is especially geared towards newer players
and partnerships who want to practice as well as those who do not yet feel ready for a
duplicate game.

No partner required!
Cost: $5.

Register by emailing Mary Bates at sorensonmark717@gmail.com

Please visit our Unit 498 website for more news and registration info for our
events, as well as info on new members, rank advancements, and results and schedules
for our Unit and Club Games www.unit498.com
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Sept - Oct Santa Cruz Unit 550
Welcome to our new Members:
Betsy Powers
Marilyn Jean
Lindsay Johnson
A big High Five <+ to our 70+% winners:
8/6/25 Charles Pender - Christina Kobland 77.4%
8/18/25 Andrew Calciano - William Calciano 70%
8/26/25 Kenneth Johnson - Vincent McLoughlin 74.5%
9/3/25 Cindy Seday - Larry McAdams 74%
9/29/25 Leslie Davidson - Robert Johnson 72 %

New Level Advancements:

New Jr. Masters: New Silver Life Masters:
e Clark Foy e Annemarie Moller
e Lawrence Frank e Angie Millslagle

New Club Master:

e Francesco Ruggieri

October 2025 Page 33 of 42



| Many Thanks and Kudos to Jan
: g‘v and Ken Llacera for directing and

XUl playing in the fun-filled SWISS
TEAMS End of Summer Bridge Party.
Our Unit supplied grilled ribs and
chicken. The members provided the
' side dishes and dessert. Dressed in
their Hawaiian clothing, a great time
was had by all. Eighteen Teams
@ were able to practice teams play
%= prior to our Surf's Up tournament.

Coming soon: Our Events

~ Committee plans a Come as you

¥,  Aren't Costume Halloween Party for
#=. October 31st.

Santa Rosa/Petaluma By Maxine Reagh (509)

Unit 509 players are so proud of Sara Rothmuller for having achieved the rank
of Platinum Life Master. She has surpassed 10,000 master points. How did she do
it?

Here are some of her reflections....

"I fell in love with bridge at the age of 10 when my parents taught me,
and for the next few decades, I only played party bridge. I tried duplicate
bridge clubs, but there was so much smoke in the air that I would get
headaches. Finally in 1991, they started a smoke free club in San Jose. I
remember the thrill of getting a slip of paper at the end of the evening
showing that I had won a fraction of a master point. When I retired from
engineering in 1998, my triplets were just starting 1st grade. I would take
them to school, and go to the Bridge Gallery for the 10 am lesson, followed
by the noon game. I learned so much from Dan Voorhies and Larry Hansen,
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and then later Harvey Brody and now Roger McNay. Although I value their
opinions, it is fascinating to me how often experts are certain of their
approach, but frequently don't agree with each other!

My aavice to advancing players is:

1. Do your homework at the table. When you are looking at 26 cards
(vour hand plus dummy) try and figure out where the missing honor
cards are located in the hidden hands, or how a suit is distributed
between the four hands. Sometimes you will need to review the
bidding in your head and watch the first few tricks before the clues
start to add up.

2. When you have a bad board (and even the best players do get
bottom boards) let it go! Best to consider that disaster ancient
history, and be relaxed and focused for a fresh start on the next
board.

And, to be honest, I am still working on taking my own advice to heart
and trying to improve in both these areas!”

- Sara
Here is a note Sara wrote about her most recent experience, a MUST READ!

"Kate and I have just returned from an awesome 8-day adventure in
Florida. Becky Rogers, who is still alive and well, decided to organize her
own wake, and include Jeff Meckstroth. Jeff has over 100,000 masterpoints,
and may well be the world's #1 bridge p/a yver. (Jeff is sitting between Kate
and me in the attached photo.)
Initially I felt way too intimidated to
be Jeff’s partner, until I realized what
a nice guy he is. The first night at
dinner Jeff said, "Let's just relax and
have fun. Think of me as your teddy
bear, and nothing bad will happen."

True to his word, Jeff stayed
calm and amiable the whole time. He
would actually apologize, "Sorry
partner, I could have made a better
lead. " And compliment, "Nice shift at
trick 3." Then when we made a mistake, Jeff would say, "Are you ready for
a tip?" And then he would take out a few hands, lay them out, and explain
clearly why we might have considered a different approach. Believe it or
not, I got in trouble for underbidding a few times. "Be bold! Cautious bridge

Sara Rothmuller and Kate Hill on the bottom row.

October 2025 Page 35 of 42



Is losing bridge, " he would say.

Kate and I not only had the opportunity to play a full day each with
him, but he also went to dinner with us 6 nights in a row, and never
seemed to tire of answering all our questions. And, we've been invited to
kibbitz him in the Soloway K/Os at the SF NABC which are held in a screen
room!

I was in seventh heaven the whole week. It felt like the opportunity of
a lifetime.”

Life Master Rocket

In the August issue Jeff Sachar had just learned he achieved Life Master
status. I alluded to his meteoric rise and promised the back story to that
achievement. Here it is....

Jeff Sacher (pronounced “sacker”) just became a Life Master having played
his first bridge hand, ever, in 2020, during the Pandemic. I call that ascent
meteoric.

Jeff's competitiveness, his love for card games and coaxing from a poker
friend led him to start playing online bridge on a non-BBO platform with said
friend. Though he was initially taught Goren and did not use duplicate scoring, Jeff
developed a liking for the game and his competitive juices started to flow. When
Covid started slowing down, he began playing at the Senior Center in Petaluma. In
short order, he tried the game Nancy Gunn ran at the Petaluma Community
Center. Soon thereafter Nancy started to mentor Jeff. She did two six-game
sessions, and he was off to the races! Lessons from Tony Jackson helped, too.

He has since played and succeeded in several tournaments with various
terrific partners. His favorite event? Fast pairs in Las Vegas and in Sacramento.

And I cannot leave out the fact that Jeff played in a softball league for thirty
years. I think bridge, however, is his Grand Slam!

Congratulations, Jeff.
Rank Changes
o New Silver Life Master is Gerald Besses
e New Bronze Life Masters are Judy Duport and Jennifer Duval

e New Jr. Life Masters are Greg Kirsch and Patricia Souza

October 2025 Page 36 of 42



Unit 509 Fall Sectional

Though turnout was less than expected, our September 20/21 Fall Sectional
was a success in the ways that count most: the people who attended it enjoyed it,
everything ran smoothly, and participants were well provided for. Thanks go to
Kathy Venton who connected partnerships and teams, Tony Jackson and Jeremy
Brott who helped with set-up (and tear down, as did many assist in the latter
task), and Directors Lynn Yokel and Evelyn Holtz who ran smooth games. Yet
again, Jacki Ortiz made lunch for 120 people! She shopped, prepped, cooked and
transported it all, a staggering achievement that she willingly has done for years.
Harley Conner and myself co-chaired the event.

Unit 509 overall winners on Saturday, earning at least 2 silver points
were:

e Kathy Venton and John Oswalt 6.59 Silver
e Peter Lit 4.42 Silver
e Joan Bornstein and Marty Lautze 4.02 Silver
e Roy Redlich and Hans van Boldrik 3.02 Silver
e Ron Chestnut and Ronald Welch 2.38 Silver
e James Lawson 2.01 Silver
o Eleanor Wales and Abbe Cohen 2.25 Silver
Unit 509 Team Winners earning at least 2 silver points were:
e Bob Klein, Gary Robinson, Nancy Gunn and Sarita Mathiasen 6.40 Silver
e Erwin Linzner, Larry Borsian, Paul Scheinberg and Peter Lit 4.80 Silver
e Ron Chestnut,Eleanor Wales, Ronald Welch and Abbe Cohen 4.54 Silver
e Lori Kiefer, Robert Keays, Andy Andrews and Conrad Larkin 3.41 Silver
A word about our website...

Roy Redlich has volunteered to be the new webmaster for our Unit 509
website. Kathy Juarez volunteered to do this job for many years for which we are
ever grateful. The website is acblunit509.org. You will find announcements,
articles, and links to many other items of interest. There is an increased need to
make people aware of our website because we no longer have the great monthly
newsletter that Cecelia wrote and published each month. If you have something
you want posted, you can send it to Roy at ACBL509webmaster@gmail.com.

October 2025 Page 37 of 42


https://acblunit509.org/
mailto:ACBL509webmaster@gmail.com

Maxine will write the article for the Diamond in the Ruff’s “Heart of the
District” which comes out six times a year, at the end of even numbered months.

Save the Date: Saturday December 13
Unit 509 Annual Holiday Party
11:30 a.m. Petaluma Community Center

Information about how to make your reservation is forthcoming on the Unit
509 Website ACBLUNIt509.0rg and at all face-to-face games.

Peg Devine
We are so sad to learn that Peg Devine has passed away.
A Farewell Thought about Peg Devine by Mary Lyons

I first met Peg (and Jim) in the early 1970's; we went to the same
church and became friends. She and Jim loved their children, square
dancing, traveling, and their many friends. We connected again at the
Bridge Gallery in the early 20's. Peg loved bridge; became a Life Master.
After her stroke (her doctor said she could be the "poster child” for stroke
rehabilitation - she worked so very hard!), we again played bridge together.
At Finley our minimum commitment was the first Wednesday of every
month. We would play and then have dinner after - always beginning with
her glass of Prosecco and a Caprese salad (she loved burrata). Some days
when I would pick her up, she would say, "If my legs aren’t working well,
neither is my brain."” We would then skip bridge and instead go out for a
bite to eat. On Wednesday afternoon, Sept. 3rd, we played bridge and
drove to Tomatina Restaurant. Walking in she very suddenly turned and fell
face down in the parking lot - suffering a severe deep stroke, from which
she did not recover. I loved Peg. She was smart, funny, well-read and one
of the kindest people I have ever known - a true joy to be with. I felt
honored that she called me "friend". She will be greatly missed both here in
the Santa Rosa community, and especially by her many, many bridge
colleagues.

A Memorial Service for Peg will take place on Saturday, Nov. 22 at
12:00 noon at Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 1244 St. Francis Road, Santa
Rosa 954089.

- Mary Lyons
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Santa Clara Regional Results:
Congratulations to these Unit 509 players who garnered masterpoints: Conrad

Larkin 17.78, Kathy Venton 13.62, John Oswalt 13.62, Carol Morse 13.15,
Jonathan Cohen 12.54, Andy Andrews 11.84, Kate Hill 9.86, Shelley Dunietz 8.72,
Sara Rothmuller 8.27, Jeff Sacher 8.11, Gerald Besses 8.11, Larry Spanier 8.11,
David Mendel 8.11, James Reed 7.74, Evelyn Holtz, 6.84, Abbe Cohen 6.25, John
Shribbs 5.90, Patricia Shribbs 5.90, Lynn Blumenthal 5.42, Dana Murphy 3.38,
Patricia Hertz 3.21, Jane DeBriyn 3.14, Eleanor Wales 2.87, Tony Jackson 1.48,
Nancy Gunn 0.97, Brian Sullivan 0.70, Elizabeth Strassen 0.48.

Big Games
Jacqui Ortiz got 84.55%, 1st out of 45, in the Fast Pairs Individual game on Oct.
17. That's huge!! Congratulations.

Remember to self-report big games to Maxine so I can include them in this
publication.

S|I|con Valley By Ray Yuenger (507)

. I composed my last Unit 507 column nine weeks ago. Since
then, we've had two District 21 regionals and a Unit 507
sectional, which have generated some news. We are also
approaching our U507 holiday party, which will be held on
Saturday, November 22, in the Friendship Hall of Campbell
United Methodist Church, at 1675 Winchester Blvd., Campbell,
the site of our weekly game. There will be a potluck lunch at
12:30 PM preceeding the game, with U507 providing meats. Table fees are $10.
Further details and signups for the game and the potluck can be found on our
website.

At the All-Western Championships Regional in Santa Clara, in the premier two-
day open pairs, Yanong Han, Xin Ge, Michael Bodell, Rick Pavlicek Jr., and Aravind
Alwan respectively placed 5th through 10th with a former Unit member in 8th
place. Winning other two-session open pair events were Uresh Vahalia, Rick
Pavlicek Jr., Sriram Ganesan, and John Hodges. Section tops went to Li Zhang,
Aravind Alwan, Rick Pavlicek Jr., Michael Bodell, Weilong Shen, Anne Wilson, John
Hodges, Mansoor Gowani & Ray Yuenger, Jack Verson & Norman Marks, and
Luen-Jyh Luo, once with Bruce Luttrell and once with Daren Kuo.

Lynn Shannon & John Miller won the mixed pairs, while Xiaoyu & Peng Cheng
had a stratification top. Section tops in the mid-flight pairs went to Andy Scott,
Rajeev Gupta & Manoj Thawani, Elenalani Lam, George Welch & Roy Tsai. In the
new bracketed pairs events, prevailing in their respective brackets were Norman
Marks, Li Zhang, Christy Hartsell, and Xiaoyu & Peng Cheng, with section tops to
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Colin Hemsley & Anne Dudman, Kun-Chieh Wang, Annette Powers, Lynn Bartz &
Anne Wilson, and John Hodges. Amit Garg tied for a bracket first. Bradley
Whitaker & Romy Schwabe won the newcomer pairs, and Demian Li had a section
top. Section tops in the gold rush pairs went to Bill Roman & Monica Bacon-
Proctor, Ann & John Wainright, and Pradeep Verma & Meena Oza.

In the popular bracketed team events at the All-Western, prevailing in their
respective brackets were teams with: Robert & Marcia Dean and Ed Barlow; the
Deans (again) with Rick Jasper & John Wachsman; Michael Callahan; Uresh
Vahalia; Robert Allan; Michele Liu; and Jim Blum, Howard Levitan, and John & Ann
Wainright. A team with Anne Wilson & Joanne Cornbleet earned a tie for first.

In a Phoenix regional before the All-Western, Lynn Shannon & John Miller won
a two-session pairs game and had two section tops in other pair games.

After the All-Western, Xin Ge’s team won an online digital knockout, earning
64 masterpoints! In the same online regional, Kathryn Walker had a strat top in
the Gold Rush pairs.

At an Oregon Regional, Marcia & Robert Dean had a section top in an open
pairs game. Jan Pfiffner & Betsy Wagner had a section top in the Gold Rush pairs.

Moving on to the regional in Sparks that we like to say is in neighboring Reno,
bracketed teams were again popular. Prevailing in their respective team brackets
were: Arif Janjua & Clark Millikan; Richard Reitman (twice); Betsy Wagner; and
Anne Wilson three times, twice with Li Zhang. Arif & Clark’s team also tied for first
another day, as did Li Zhang's team. In Sparks open pair events, Arif Janjua
placed first, Li Zhang and Anne Wilson had strat tops, and section tops went to
Lynn Shannon & John Miller, Daniela Tone, and Shailesh Sampat & Milind Girkar.
Kathy Vita & Jan Pfiffner won a Gold Rush pairs event, while Daniela Tone and
Kathy Ormseth had section tops.

In the D21 North American Pairs finals in Sparks, Michael Bodell & Mike
Cailean won Flight A (as Jim Coke has described elsewhere in this newsletter).
John Miller & Lynn Shannon and Yanong Han had section tops in the
Championship Flight. Rick Jasper & John Wachsman had a section top in Flight B.

At the Earthquake Sectional, Dianne & Lynn Shannon, Floyd McWilliams and
John Miller placed first in the Swiss Teams. Michael Fleisher prevailed the open
Pairs, also catching COVID for his efforts, with John Stremel and Weilong Shen
earning tops in their respective strats. Norman Marks & Jung Hu had a section top.
Louise Kirkbride & Craig Horn won one 499er Pairs event, while Flora Ding won
the other.

Kathryn Walker won a 499er Pairs event at the San Francisco Sectional.
Mansoor Gowani & Songtao Zhang had a section top in an Open Pairs game.
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At the Santa Cruz Sectional, Weilong Shen and Kathryn Walker had stratification
tops in the Open Pairs game. At a San Mateo non-Life Master Sectional, Monica
Bacon- Proctor & Bill Roman had a section top.

Attendance at our Unit’s Fall Sectional was discouraging. We had 17 tables
of pairs the first day and 12 teams the last day, which was the day before the
Sparks Regional started, one of the few weekends that were available when it was
planned. Michael Bodell prevailed in an Open Pairs game and had a section top
with Mike Cailean in another Pairs game. Elenalani Lam had a strat top. In the
Silver Rush pairs, Kathryn Walker had a strat top and Louise Kirkbride & Craig
Horn had a section top. The team with Frank Xie, Mike Cailean, & Arif Janjua
placed first in the top bracket.

You might be a little tired after traveling the tournament trail in the 11
paragraphs above. We can rest now and congratulate the Unit's newest Masters:
Surendra Adodra, Flora Ding, Jen Hong, Anna Kolodziejska, Gerald McNutt, Joann
Zimmerman (Junior); Peggy Bradley, Louise Kirkbride, Krzysztof Kurbiel, Demian Li
(Club); Pat Jeffries (Sectional); Emil Aalto, Monica Bacon-Proctor, Manoj Thawani,
Kathryn Walker (Advanced NABC); John Wainright (Life); Donghui Lu (Bronze);
Aravind Alwan (Silver); and Jung Hu (Gold).

I hope that reading about the successes and progress of other members in
our Unit motivates you to play more bridge.

Stockton By Debbie DeZarn (510)

Congratulations to Eric Daegling who recently reached the
rank of Club Master. Eric is starting to play more at the Stockton
Club so his points should increase rapidly. He directs a non-ACBL
duplicate bridge game each week at the LOEL Center in Lodi and
we hope to start a 99er sanctioned game at that site “one of
these days”. Eric is a role model for kindness to all his partners
(even when we make frustrating major errors).

The Stockton Club treasury has reached a point that the reserves can fund a
new dealing machine when the current one finally gives up the ghost (little
Halloween humor). As a result, there will be no extra charge for the STaC games
coming up November 17-23. In the meantime, October 19-24 games at the SBC
are all Club Appreciation games for extra points!

With the departure of Mike and Mary Wells the Unit 510 Board of Directors
was again down a member. Jack Fitzgerald has agreed to join the board effective
immediately. There is still room on the board for a Mountain Club Director or
actually any ACBL member (Unit 510). Contact Ken Hillman or Debbie DeZarn if
you are willing — the meeting can be “attended” via Face-time and is the 3rd
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Monday at 3 pm of odd months with the next being November 17, 2025.

The new directors of the Sonora Club are Sharon Ritchie and Sue Kroning. At
their inaugural game they said: “This club does :

not belong to us - it belongs to all of you, to all
who play here.”

Everyone helps out, but the outstanding
contributor is Sonny Bailey.

When the directors arrive at the Sonora
Senior Center for the Friday 11:30 am game
they find six tables set up, with seats, table
covers, bid boxes and side tables. All the bridge
supplies are ready on the long table. And the
goodie table is a work of art with seasonal :
flowers and decorations, plus snacks supplied by
Sonny. “

Happy Halloween everyone. Sonora and Stockton Clubs will both have games
that day and costumes are welcome.
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