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These D21 members have all reached new milestones and have passed on their comments, journeys, and
even a poem to Jackie Zayac to share with our readers.

Tom Jacobson, Unit 512, QEmerqld Life Master

It was a long effort since getting to the . level in 2018. The COVID epidemic required
playing for several years on BBO which is nowhere near as much fun as F2F. Also,
during COVID several of my long-time partners moved away or retired from

L X A X JTIA found, of course, new and talented partners whom | play with in
Sonoma and Napa, as well as at local sectionals and regionals and one or two
nationals a year. | would say looking back at age 78 that | have met so many

B interesting, intelligent, and entertaining people through bridge that I'm glad that |

By ES invested the effort to try to improve my bridge skills. Also, my wife, Barbara, has
supported this quest, as well as enjoyed all the traveling, fine dining, and social interactions. So, all and
all, it's been a wonderful experience since my first tournament in Eugene, OR in 1968 with one of my
fraternity brothers who proclaimed that | was a “bottom gobbler”!
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Doug Weil, Unit 506, \ v Silver Life Master

When | began playing duplicate bridge in the fall of 2011 to keep my wife
company, little did | expect to become a Life Master let alone a Silver Life Master.
| still remember the excitement of my first fraction of a master point.

Now as | approach my 90th birthday, bridge is one of the major factors in keeping
me vital and engaged. It clearly requires me to keep my mind active and provides
a needed competitive aspect to my life. More importantly it is a way to socialize
and make new friendships. Of my seven most active partners, five are friends |
have made online since 2020. And that list still continues to grow.

Two particular professionals have helped me reach this stage. Bruce Blakely early on stressed the
mathematical aspect of bridge and Gavin Wolpert's online lessons during Covid stimulated my interest in
understanding the game. And, of course, | should thank my regular partners for it was their skill and
tolerance of my mistakes that were essential in my reaching this milestone.

Laura Carlson, Unit 473, Life Master &v Bronze Life Master

Although I've been playing bridge for quite some time, | enjoyed social bridge and
playing at the club, without a commitment to any of the ACBL points and achievement
system. | just enjoyed the game. Then, my sister, Sandy Haslem retired and started
playing at the club. She’s a seasoned scholar having achieved advanced degrees and

accomplishments through her education and profession as a Chemical Engineer and
subsequently as the Director of a program with the University of Nevada centered around business and
industry. It wasn’t until Sandy joined the club that | became a bit more interested in perfecting our game as
teammates. | was the recipient of her scholastic organization and ability to research and find the best
guidance books for us to excel at bridge. She will follow soon in this achievement, although her journey is
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more difficult since she became a member after January of 2010 when the point structure requirements
increased. We've enjoyed playing together and are looking forward to attending two upcoming
tournaments. We are both blessed to be members of the Reno Bridge Club. | believe their ProAm game
they hold every Tuesday is one of the best programs for assisting newer players and making sure they are
comfortable playing duplicate bridge. That game, along with the amazing educational opportunities our
Club offers, and all the advanced mentors available to our newer members, make our Club one of the top
in our Nation. We just love being members of the Reno Bridge Club. Thank you for all you do as a
volunteer. You are appreciated.

Subba Rao Aluri, Unit 501, Sectional Master

THE BRIDGE-CARDS GAME OF ANCESTORS

THE GAME OF BRIDGE -REVERED AND BRIGHT

WORDS OF THE WISE AFFIRM ITS GLEAM

BELIEVE MY WORDS-THIS IS NOT INFERIOR

TO ANY FORM OF KNOWLEDGE-A THOUGHT PROVOKING GAME

ITS VALUE RIVALS EVEN THE MOST WONDROUS SCIENCE

BRIDGE IS A GAME STEEPED IN HONOUR

OUR ANCESTORS DEVOTED THEMSELVES IN SELFLESS SERVICE
PENNED COUNTLESS ENCYCLOPEDIAS AND MAGAZINES ON BRIDGE
THOUSANDS OF ALLROUND EXAMPLES SHINE VIVIDLY

OH BRIDGE-CODED LANGUAGE (LIKE O,1) (FOR PARTNERS)
GREAT-SIGNS-LOOKS-NO MATCH

HAVE THE FEELING OF TRAVERSING TO OCEAN DEPTHS
THE EXQUISITE EXPERIENCE OF DELICATE DREAMS

YET TO BE REALISED

THE BRIDGE INCULCATES THE ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE
SUCH AS EXTRAORDINARY SCIENCE

THOUGHTFUL CONSIDERATION -THE NEED OF THE PLAY
EACH MOVE BRINGS FORTH SOMETHING NEW

AT EVERY MOVE IN THE GAME-A CHALLENGE AWAITS

HE WHO ENJOYS THE GAME REACHES PINACLE

NO MATTER HOW HIGH DEGREES HAVE NO PLACE IN THIS GAME
NO KNOWLEDGE ELSEWHERE CAN MATCH THIS GAME

EVEN SMALLEST ERROR RUINS THE RESULT

ONE SURPASSES THE OTHER’S TACTICS-PHASES CHANGE

EXPERTS IN ROOM-FLAT AT THE TABLE

TEMPERS RISE-EMOTIONS FLARE-BUTTONS PLUCKED

BUT NO RESULT
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CARDS FAVOUR THE BRAVE-CARDS TALK AS FRIENDS
WE TO UNDERSTAND (COUNT-COUNT-COUNT)
NEEDED FOCUS-ANXIETY MANAGED-STAY MOTIVATED
COPE WITH SETBACKS

PAUSE A SHORT WALK TO MOVE ON

OLD GAME NEVER REPEATS-AWAIT FOR NEW

PLAY PLAY PLAY-BECOME A PLAYER

FOOTING ON THE MOON IS A MIRACLE-SO ALSO
THE DEVIL’S COUP IN BRIDGE A MIRACLE
ROBBING THE INEVITABLE TRUMP LOSER
SMOTHERING - SQUEEZING-WONDERS IN BRIDGE
(GETTING AN EXTRA TRICK)

ENJOY SQUEEZE—GOT A TRICK-OPPONENTS FALTER
CONTRACT MADE-WHAT A RELIEF

CONQUERED THE GRAND SLAM —FOOD FOR THE DAY-
A BANQUET FOR THE MIND

SPRING THEM(CARDS) IN SPRING TOWN
JOY JOYy JOY
L B C —LIVERMORE BRIDGE CLUB — C A.
FRIENDS-BRIDGE IS BIDDER'S GAME
TO LIVE LONG
PLAY BRIDGE
FREE FROM HATE
FREE FROM WORRY
GIVE MORE EXPECT LESS

A \ Joanna Berg, Unit 502, Junior Master

| am so fortunate to live close to the East Bay Community Bridge Center, run by Betty
Kael. The opportunities for learning, mentorship, play and positive social experiences
are plentiful at this center.

| | started learning bridge through an evening class, taught by Betty’s son, JJ. He
imparted a complete enthusiasm for bridge, and although | felt overwhelmed

throughout the three-part series, and wished | had started bridge at least a decade
§ | earlier when my mind would have been much sharper, | truly enjoyed the game.

Once | learned basic bidding, | started playing at the Center in their evening drop-in games, also
supervised by JJ. The advantage to these evenings was multi-fold. There was a brief lesson prior to
supervised play, and you did not need to come with a partner. This was a big benefit because at that time
I had no partner. | regularly attended these sessions and learned so much more about conventions, play of
the hand, and defense. Over time, | was able to get a group of 4 of us together to participate in a
mentoring table, also offered at the Center.
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The East Bay Community Bridge Center offers mentoring opportunities at least three times per week. The
mentors are both skilled players and teachers gifted with a kindness in their explanations of play to both
new and seasoned players. As | participated in these mentoring sessions and my bridge abilities
developed, | was encouraged to begin play in the ‘99er games that were also offered at the center. As
such, the multitude of opportunities at this Center has fully and completely supported both my development
as a player as well as my love for the game.

| would be remiss if | did not mention one other amazing offering at the Center. Once a month there is a
Pro-Am game in which | have been paired with yet another wonderful Pro partner (Sarla Purohit) who has
kindly helped facilitate my play. | cannot say that | play too well in these Pro-Ams, but | certainly learn a
lot!

Anyone who lives in the San Francisco Bay Area would be well-served to drop into the Center and enjoy
all of the possibilities offered there. | look forward to being comfortable enough to join ‘499er games and
if | am lucky, eventually play in an open game. | am grateful for the opportunities | have been afforded at
the East Bay Community Center for Bridge.
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