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Diablo Valley By Lisa Assoni/The ShortCut Cook  (499) 

Face The Facts 

    Have you ever had to eat humble pie? Well, I’ve eaten my share at the bridge 
table. I don’t like losing, and I don’t think you do either. Losing gracefully is a 
misnomer. Others at the table will console you with “We all come in last sometime” 
“Heck, it’s only a game”, but when they lose, they become crusty crabs or worse, 
snapping turtles and just watch their faces turn beet red. And then there are the 
grumblers, like myself, who complain because we just can’t get a good hand. I’ve even 
said, “I’m bored playing defense”. Or, I’m showing by hand, I mean my face, which 
often reflects the bidding, etc. Yes, I’m Italian, and have a hard time keeping my 
feelings hidden. I’m now getting a new look; No, not a face lift, but a poker face. 

    Our Unit 499 is slowly in recovery. More folks are coming to the tables for face-
to-face combat. It’s so nice to be back at the clubs! Hope all reading will continue to 
attend their Bridge Club and encourage others to “Come On Down”.  

     February can be a tricky month. As we’ve all felt this bi-polar weather, and 
unsure of when it will warm up. It’s also the time to check if you’re keeping your New 
Year’s resolution. Yikes!!. Losing weight is first on most people’s list. So don’t chow-
down when playing this wonderful but challenging game. Bring a healthy snack-Eat 
Well-Stay Well---New motto for 2023. 

East Bay By Marcia Wasserman (502)  

Happy and healthy new year to everyone!  It’s hard to believe that we are already 
a month into the year and so much is happening.   

Although the Monterey Regional was rain soaked, we had a great turnout from Unit 
502.  High on the list of accomplishments was that Fred Schwartz (a player and director 
extraordinaire) made Life Master in Monterey. The winners are too numerous to list 
here; however, some of our big winners were Mark Moss (30.05 gold), Nick Wiebe 
(24.54 gold), and Grant Vance (14.59 gold). 

Our own Grant Vance and Jessica Lai also had an amazing showing at Nationals.  
They won a 0-10,000 IMP Pairs, a two-day National event and won by a hefty 47 IMPs, 
the equivalent of 4 boards in a match point game. Then, to top things off, they finished 
6th in a 0-10,000 Swiss Team event and Grant finished 4th in a Top-Flight Swiss 
Teams. In total, they won around 90 masterpoints, including thirteen platinum. 

Other rank advancements include David Gin and Madelaine S Georgette - Regional 

Master, Brad Carson-Club Master, and Richard Springer-NABC Master. Next time you 
see them, please congratulate them. 

The East Bay Community Bridge Center continues to promote learning bridge 
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through classes, but also through an innovative program of mentoring. Every Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday a group of eager learners comes to the center to 
practice with either Betty Kael or Sandi Davis helping them along. If you have a group 
of four that wants this individualized support, please contact Betty Kael. It is so much 
fun to watch people progress in their bridge careers. 

Sadly, we must report that our dear friend, 
Shirley Rodenborn passed away. Everyone has a 
Shirley story, and she will be truly missed. She 
always was ready for an adventure whether 
cruising the oceans, kicking butt at poker, singing 
along to a musical number at Woodminster, going 
to an Oakland As game, playing Pedro, or playing 
bridge. Many of us had the pleasure of sharing in 
these adventures with her, and they always ended 
with laughter. And what I learned personally was 
never park in the parking lot in such a way that she 
couldn’t squeeze her car into another space. I only 
did that once and learned my lesson. I thought of her today as I was trying to get my 
car in the parking lot and wondered – “what would Shirley do?” We miss you! 

Fresno By Laura Da Costa (522) 

Hello everyone, I hope 2023 has started well for you! 

Upcoming Events 

If you are reading this the day it is sent out, you still have time 
to find a partner and join us for the Fresno Winter Sectional. It is 
starting this Saturday, February 18th and continue through Monday, 
February 20th (Presidents Day Weekend). The flyer is on our website 
fresnobridge.org.  

Unit News 

Special Games: 

Unit Championship Pro-Am Teams: We had a Pro-Am Team game and potluck on 

Sunday, January 22nd. Despite a 49er playoff game that competed with us, we 
managed to have 5 teams show up. We played a nice round robin game where 
everyone played each other once. We had quite a few new players play this team game 
for the first time, which always makes the game even more fun. The winning team with 
4 wins was Laura Da Costa (Captain), Rhonda Hampton, Don Austin, & Tom Warner.  

  

https://fresnobridge.org/
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Members News 

New Member:  A big welcome to new member Ariya Abraham of Fresno. 

Change of Rankings:  New rankings for December 2022 & January 2023 

 Tom Warner Junior Master (5 Masterpoints) 

 Marilyn Kendall Regional Master (100 Masterpoints) 

 Lowell Gist Gold Life Master (2500 Masterpoints) 

We have some special games to report, 70% and above: 

Pair Percentage Game 

Sally Lauritzen 78.57 Sat. Morn. Lesson/Ind. (12/17/22) 

Steve Johnson & Carol Kaufman 73.5 Tues. Aft. 750 Game (1/3/23) 

Lynn Storey tied with Ann Wanger 71.43 Sat. Morn. Lesson/Ind. (1/7/23) 

Steve Johnson & Patricia Creede 70 Tues. Aft. 750 Game (1/12/23) 

Sally Lauritzen & Tom Warner 73.54 Sat. Aft. 99er Game (1/28/23) 

Matt Wilkins & Victor Greener 76 Wed. Eve. Open Game (2/8/23) 

Club Changes: 

Our Wednesday evening game is now starting a half hour earlier, 6 pm. This 
started in January and seemed to work well for all of our regular attendees. Now the 
game will end by 9:30 pm. 

Our Saturday morning advanced beginner lesson is now a short 45-minute lesson 

starting at 11 am. This later starting time allows the attendees to more easily play at 
the noon 99er game. The lessons continue to be $10, but those that play in the 99er 
game can use that money for both their lesson and their 99er-game table fees. This 
change has really helped to get the 99er game going again. 

Tuesday night lessons are for new beginners, often offered through the community 
college adult education program. The last session started on January 17 and will 
continue until the end of April. The next new beginner lessons will start in May. 

A 49er game is scheduled to start on Friday afternoons, beginning March 3 at 1:00 
pm. There will be a short lesson prior to the game, at 12:45 pm. (Hint: the first Friday 
lesson will be about no trump.) 

That’s all for this issue, I hope to see you this weekend at the Sectional! 
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Marin By Tracey Bauer (508)  

Happy New Year from Marin County. 

It’s a new year and our table counts have been slowly climbing, we 
look forward to seeing more people during our live games this year as we 
have a bunch of new beginning bridge classes starting, our mentoring 
program, and your Marin Unit board is looking for other ways to 
encourage more people to return to the club.  Check out our website 
marinbridge.com and like our FaceBook page, Unit 508 Facebook page, 

click here, to stay on top of what we are planning. 

Everyone from the District is invited to our Sunday Unit games at 1pm: 

• OUR NEXT UNIT GAMES FOR FEBRUARY AND MARCH @ TerraLinda Rec 
Center February 26 and March 12 and 26. 

Marin Unit 508 Spring Sectional is coming up Apr 22-23, 2023.   

2022 Closes with some great accomplishments by local players: 

• Marin’s Ace of Club Winners for 2022 With a special call out to Andrea 
Ventris with 332.43 points won at our clubs 

• Mini-Mckenney for Marin Winners for 2022 Arti Bhargava had an 
impressive 1,218.42 master points won in 2022! 

  

https://marinbridge.com/
https://marinbridge.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4dca27c8a969515d849f7c449&id=150656a33a&e=d5fcabb13b
https://web2.acbl.org/as400/mpraces/unit/2022/ac508.htm
https://web2.acbl.org/as400/mpraces/unit/2022/mm508.htm
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Marin’s Tracey Bauer was nominated for 

one of the best defenses in the world (see 
Here). The defense made it into newspapers 
and magazines around the world last year from 
Chicago, London, Netherlands, and write up 
(on the right) recently in Australia. Information 
about the IBPA and how to join if you are 
interested in their newsletter:  ibpa.com. 

 

Monterey Regional Results: 

Highlights on top finishers: 

• 3rd in Open 1 Bracketed Teams: Bill 
Bailey and Arti Bhargava 

• 1st in Open 2 Bracketed Teams: 
Tracey Bauer 

• 2nd in Open 2 Bracket Teams: 
Henry Kingdon, Mark Peterson, 
Margi Peterson 

• 1st in Open 2 Bracketed Teams: 
Jim Oser 

• 4th in Solowąy KO Teams 2: Susan 
Angel 

• 1st in 299er Pairs: Tj Campbell-
Lucas 

• 1st in Mon-Wed Side Pairs: Gene 
Simpson and Bruce Blakely 

• 4th in Soloway KO 3: Vicki Quinn, 
Lani Valentine, Ingrid Purcell, 
Martha Marriott 

• 4th in Gold Rush Pairs: Jim Oser 

• 1st Top Flight Pairs: Arti Bhargava 

• 3rd Top Flight Pairs: Carole Liss 

https://bridgewinners.com/article/view/the-2022-ibpa-awards/
https://www.ibpa.com/html/joining.html
https://live.acbl.org/tournament-overalls/2301111
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• 4th Top Flight Pairs: Bill Bailey 

• 1st Open Bracketed Teams 1: Bob Thomson 

• 2nd Open Bracketed Teams  1: Gene Simpson 

• 2nd Open Bracketed teams 2: Peggy Strong, Mark Peterson 

• 3rd Open Bracketed Teams 2: Tracey Bauer 

• 2nd Open Brackets Teams 4: Susan Angel 

• 2nd Open Brackets Teams 5: Jim Oser 

• 2nd 299er Pairs: Tj Campbell-Lucas 

• 1st 299er Pairs: David Kramer, Kenneth Fetchner 

• 3rd Mid Flight Pairs: Stanley Green, Henry Kingdon 

• 2nd 299er Pairs: David Kramer, Kenneth Fetchner 

• 1st Mid Flight Pairs: Michael Hartnett, Henry Kingdon 

• 4th Mid Flight Pairs: Carolyn Farren, Paulette Moe 

• Premier Barometer Pairs Event: 

• 2nd Tracey Bauer 

• 3rd Carole Liss 

• 13th Mark Peterson 

• 17th Robert Thompson 

• 3rdOpen Bracketed Teams 1: Bill Bailey, Mark Peterson 

• 4th Open Bracketed Teams 2: Paulette Moe, Carolyn Farren, Michael 
Hartnett, Henry Kingdon 

• 6th Fast Pairs: Mark Peterson 

Congrats to Arti Bhargava Marin’s top master point winner with 74.12 
mps. 

* effort made to recognize top performances but may have missed some so please 
look through the link.  BOLD and underlined are premier brackets or events 

Future help wanted: if you attend a club, sectional, regional, nationals please send 
me a photo and write up about your friend’s accomplishments. Send to Tracey Bauer: 
tlcinsf@hotmail.com or text me at 415-828-0655 

mailto:tlcinsf@hotmail.com
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Modesto By Ray Adams (529) 

December 2022/January 2023 

     Longtime unit member Gary Smith became a Life Master playing 
with his favorite partner, Lorraine Bocks, in the Clambake Regional in 
Monterey in early January. Other members who won gold points in 
Monterey, included Ralph Jungwirth, Trelle Uhl, and Bruce Ruskin. 

     The December Sunday Invitational Christmas party was held 
Sunday, December 4, with five full tables in attendance. The attendees were well-fed by 
a varied and delicious potluck. The bidding contest consisted of 5 exercises with 55 
being the highest possible score. Gail Vick and Jeanne Russo won with a remarkable 51, 
while Jim and Barbara Page were second at 45, and Jim and Marcia Laird came in third 
with 43. Everyone had great fun, especially when it came to picking out the donated 
prizes. Anyone who wanted a prize got one. Winners were Cindy Rogers/Garrard Marsh 
with a nice 65% game. Debbie DeZarn/Debbie Greenberg of Stockton were second at 
58%.   

     The unit had three STAC games the second week of December. On Tuesday, 
the sixth, Frank Frohman/Sheela Wani had a 68% game to capture 9.14 points in the 
overalls. On Thursday, the eighth, Galen Neptune/Ray Adams had a 67% game to win 
8.12 points. The Sunday unit game was paced by Roger Smith/Gary Capwell with a 
61% game. Of note, Mike and Mary Wells, of Copperopolis, won 1.95 points in this 
game for finishing in the C overalls. 

     Overall leaders for STAC week were:  A, 1) Ray Adams, 2) Frank Frohman, and 

3) Sheela Wani. The B stratum was paced by Galen Neptune, with Gary Capwell 
second, and Cindy Rogers third. In C, the leaders were Mike and Mary Wells, followed 
by a tie for second and third between Garrard Marsh and Tom Au. 

      Judy Remmers had a newcomer game consisting of six tables on January 
twenty-third.  First place went to Dana Dempsey/Linda Ewing with a 71% game.  
Second were Christine Banuelos/Terry Sciabica, third were Cathie Peck/Colleen 
Blackman, while fourth went to Lynn Pont/Lynn Brooks. There was a tie for fifth 
between Mike and Rose Epting and Elaine Kidd/Jane Griffith. 

     The January unit game was paced by Galen Neptune/Ray Adams with a 67% 

game, while Pam Mayne/Sharon Cole were first in B, and Joe Castiglione/Jeanne Russo 
led C stratum. 

     The only Sunday Invitational game to take place in December was the 
Christmas party, but there were three Sunday Invitational games in January. No A 
players are allowed in this game. B leaders were: Gail Vick, second, Judy Remmers, and 
third Sharon Cole. In C, Louise Nelson led, Tom Au second, and Joe Castiglione third.  
Top score in the Sunday game was 71% by Barbara Page/Gail Vick. The high score for 
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C players was 57% by Jeff Gaudio/Terry Sciabica.   

     One remarkable feat came on December 27, when Jaime Hamilton/Sharon Cole 

finished first in A, first in B, and first in C. Way to go, you two!  Another high score not 
mentioned above was the 67% game Ralph Jungwirth and Trelle Uhl turned in on 
January 19, while in B stratum, Judy Remmers/Gail Vick had a 64% game on the last 
day of January. 

     Leading point winners for the two months were:  A, first, Ray Adams with 
23.48, second, Frank Frohman at 17.58, and Sheela Wani was third with 15.64.   In B, 
Galen Neptune led all at 16.22, while Gary Capwell came in second at 12.82, and 
Sharon Cole was third with 10.88.  In C, Garrard Marsh led with 6.19, Louise Nelson 
followed at 4.25, and Jaime Hamilton came in third with 3.83. 

     This month – February – is not only the shortest month of the year, but also 
the month in which St. Valentine's Day takes place.  So, our unit is hoping that the 
cards they pick up this month will be filled with love for them. Now wouldn't that be 
nice? 

Monterey By Mary Block (530) 

The Unit Board of Directors activity has included the appointment of Kristin 
McMurry to replace Pat Heller as a Board Member and Trulee Ricketts to take Susan 
Mazzei’s place as District 21 Delegate.   

We are sad to report the passing of Jean Lesieutre. Jean and his late wife, Judy, 
were both Life Masters and valued members of the Unit for many years.   

Neville Kirby is a new Advanced NABC Master. Janet Hedlund and Ron Loiacono are 

both new Ruby Life Masters. Welcome to new Unit member, Richard Greene. 

Maja’s open game at the Bridge Center is now starting at 11:30 a.m. This is the 
only open game at the Bridge Center. If you don’t have a partner, contact her and she 
will help you find one.   
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The monthly Unit Games have been a 

popular success. The December game and a 
continuing silent auction raised over $4,000 for 
the Unit, counting game fees and generous 
donations from members. The January Unit game 

unfortunately had to be cancelled due to 
weather/flooding concerns. The February 
Unit game, was themed Picnic in February 
and hosted eleven tables. Please be sure 
to watch your e-mail for notices of future 
games, or, even better, frequently check 
the Unit Website at bridgewebs.com/montereyunit530. 

Lyde McReynolds was honored at the Clambake in January as the District 21 
Goodwill Ambassador. Her service and accomplishments over many years are well-
known to members of this Unit and we are proud to share them with the rest of the 
District. She was an officer of the Unit and a long-time and continuing instructor at the 
beginning and intermediate level. She has been a mentor to many of us, always setting 
an example of grace and sportsmanship, and, most of all, enjoyment of the game.   

As always, be sure to check our Unit website at bridgewebs.com/montereyunit530.  
Joe Truskot is doing a wonderful job of maintaining and expanding this site to keep our 
members up to date. A new feature of the website is a partnership registry to assist 
members who do not have a regular partner or whose regular partner is unavailable. 
Contact Mano Singham at mano.singham@case.edu to be included in the registry. 

In addition to being our webmaster, Joe also sends out e-mails of interest to our 
membership. Some of you may have your spam filters set so that e-mails to a mailing 
list go into your junk folder, so make sure that members@bridgewebsemail.com is in  

We are bridgewebs.com/montereyunit530. The Bridge Center is 831-747-1650.  I 
am maru0407@comcast.net. The Foundation is montereybridgeeducation.org. 

  

https://www.bridgewebs.com/montereyunit530/
https://www.bridgewebs.com/montereyunit530/
mailto:mano.singham@case.edu
mailto:members@bridgewebsemail.com
https://www.bridgewebs.com/montereyunit530/
mailto:maru0407@comcast.net
http://montereybridgeeducation.org/
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Napa/Solano/Sonoma By Sigrid Price (512) 

Unit 512 News 

It's hard to believe we have already celebrated Valentine's Day 
since it seems like yesterday I was wishing everyone a happy new 
year. And like the spring flowers who are beginning to tease us in 
the garden, more and more players are returning to live bridge. It's 
just great to see our friends and to welcome new players as well.  

 

Here are the scheduled Special Events that might interest you: 

• February 20, 21 and 22:  Club Championship at Vintage Duplicate Bridge Club 

• February 24:  Club Championship at Napa Valley Bridge Club 

• March 6, 7 and 8:  Upgraded Club Championship at Vintage Duplicate Bridge 
Club 

• March 10 and 24:  Club Championship at Napa Valley Bridge Club 

• March 20, 21, 22, April 3, 4 and 5:  Club Championship at Vintage Duplicate 
Bridge Club 

• April 7:  Club Championship at Napa Valley Bridge Club 

• April 21:  Upgraded Club Championship at Napa Valley Bridge Club 

• April 17, 18 and 19:  Upgraded Club Championship at Vintage Duplicate Bridge 
Club 

The Pro-Am Game at Vintage Duplicate Bridge Club on January 18th was well 
attended. First placers Sheila Malinowski and Carolyn Loe collected 3.65 masterpoints 
with a 60.36% game. Barbara Simon and Cathy Metz were second at 59.76% and 
Robert Bruce partnered with Patricia Shribbs third with 58.01%. Seems to me that the 

ladies carried the day...just sayin'      Bob, you were in good company! 
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The Ace of Clubs and Mini-McKenney 2022 races first places finalized as follows.   

Congratulations to all! 

Timothy Crew AofC   Aimee Morris M-M  0-5 masterpoints 

Cynthia Cope AofC and M-M  5-20 masterpoints 

Robert Bruce AofC and M-M  20-50 masterpoints 

Tad Quayle AofC  John Coulston M-M 50-100 masterpoints 

Marge Sheridan AofC  Cynthia Crawford M-M  100-200 masterpoints 

Barry Walner AofC  Kathryn Houk M-M  200-300 masterpoints 

Helen Bohl AofC and M-M  300-500 masterpoints 

Rick Davis AofC and M-M  500-1000 masterpoints 

Richard Tebay AofC and M-M  1000-1500 masterpoints 

Sylvan Karfiol AofC Sue Vogtlin M-M  1500-2500 masterpoints 

Clyde Smith AofC Kathleen Smith M-M 2500-3500 masterpoints 

Joanne Wegsten AofC Jeffrey Ferro M-M 3500-5000 masterpoints 

Ralph Slick AofC and M-M  5000-7500 masterpoints 

Next time you see Evelyn Holtz, be sure to congratulate her. She became an 
Emerald Life Master (over 7500 masterpoints) while playing at the Monterey Regional.  
It's an incredible achievement and certainly well deserved.   

And speaking of the Monterey Regional, it was my pleasure to recognize Helen and 
Roger Bohl at the Goodwill 
Awards reception. As many of 
you know, Helen and Roger are 
the work horses who quietly go 
about supporting bridge in so 
many ways. Roger took over the 
Partnership aspect of our 
regionals and quickly made Helen 
his right-hand person in helping 
players find partners at our 
tournaments. Helen will dive in 

and do just about anything, including the responsibilities of a caddy when we found 
ourselves shorthanded. They more than deserved to receive the Goodwill pin that 
signifies their dedication to the game we love. 
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You are invited to attend classes that I am offering, Wednesday mornings at 10:30 

prior to the VDBC game in Sonoma. These classes will concentrate on various 
conventions and treatments that are often used (and abused!) while bidding. It is not 
intended to teach how to play bridge. We will be discussing Support Doubles, Negative 
Doubles, Reopening Doubles, Drury, Stayman, Jacoby Transfers, Jacoby 2NT, New 
Minor Forcing and several other bidding systems. These classes will start April 5th and 
continue until we run out of subject matter. Everyone is invited to attend. 

Finally, and with a heavy heart, I report that Carol Clements, one of our members, 
recently has joined the angels and left her many partners missing her very much. I had 
the pleasure of partnering with Carol frequently and enjoyed her friendship as well. She 
rotated between Napa and "the desert" and enjoyed bridge and other activities in both 
areas. Additionally, I join many of our members in offering sincere condolences to Dan 
Hunt. His wife had been unwell for some time and there is some consolation that she is 
no longer suffering. Denny Olmstead and his wife recently lost their daughter Jennifer. I 
know we all wish them comfort at this very sad time in their lives. 

That's it for now. Hope this message finds you all enjoying the prospect of Spring and 
more so, hope to see you at the table! 

Palo Alto By David Merenbach (503) 

Unit 503’s Board meeting in February focused completely on how to build our face-
to-face participation rates especially among newcomers, intermediate and 499er 
players.  We discussed different game times, different length of games and special 
events.  If you have a strong opinion about what is needed contact me at 
merenbach@yahoo.com. How do we get you to come back to the Palo Alto Bridge 
Center (PABC)? More to come on this issue in the coming weeks. 

February may be the shortest month of the year, but Unit 503 has packed it full of 
activity. We have classes and games for beginners, lectures for beginners and more 
experienced players, and our neighbors from Unit 498 (San Mateo) will be using the 
PABC to host a sectional. Read on to see all the exciting activity. 

Kathy Harper who recently received the District 21 Goodwill award in recognition 
for teaching efforts will launch two new classes in February & March. “Beginning 
Bridge” kicks off Tuesday, February 14 at 8:30AM and “Deadly Defense” kicks-off on 
March 6 at 7PM. Information regarding these classes can be found on our website 
(paloaltobridge.org). 

On February 21, we will continue our free lecture series targeting beginning and 
intermediate players. This month’s lecture will be presented by Tricia Steele and will be 
about “Disrupting Opponents Notrump”. The lecture will be followed by our monthly 
499er game for $4.99. Please sign up here. The March lecture and $4.99 game will 
be held on March 21. Thank you to H. Paul Davis for coordinating these lectures.  

mailto:merenbach@yahoo.com
https://paloaltobridge.org/classes/
https://www.signup123.com/unit503bridge/Scripts/slogin.pl
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One last note for beginners looking for an opportunity to play. We have a “Junior 

Game” on Tuesday mornings hosted by Prue Saunders. The game is designed to be 
casual and unintimidating. For more information email prue@pruesaunders.com. 

Toward the end of the month, Unit 498 will use the PABC to host their Sectional on 
February 25 and 26. There will be pair games on Saturday and Swiss and Pairs on 
Sunday. The online flyer for the sectional can be found on their site. Don’t miss out on 
the opportunity to win silver points. 

Silver points will also be available at our Unit’s Super Silver Sectional March 31 – 
April 2. Friday and Saturday will feature pairs games.  Saturday will also include a 0-20 
Master Points game. Sunday will feature Swiss Teams and Pairs games. More details 
can be found here. 

In January, Liz Koh joined the Board of Directors of Unit 503, which expanded the 
Board by one person. Liz has been a valuable member of the Unit since she joined a 
couple years ago.  She has co-chaired multiple sectionals, she has authored articles for 
the Bulletin and has recently started running our Mentor Program. She will be an 
incredible addition to the leadership team. 

One of the best parts of each month is to see our members achieve new levels of 
recognition. On behalf of the Unit 503 membership, I would like to congratulate the 
following Unit 503 members who achieved a new ACBL Rank in December: 

Junior Master: Ronald Ruth 

Club Master: Mark Zoback 

Section Master:  Yakov Feldman 

Regional Master: John Hogan, Ann Porteus 

Silver Life Master: Todd Makler  

Ruby Life Master: Irene Hashfield 

If you have questions, comments or concerns I can be reached at 
merenbach@yahoo.com. 

Reno By Jill Wallace (473) 

During a challenging time to all bridge clubs, the Mathewson Bridge Center is 
experiencing success in increasing their number of new unit members and table counts 
and in providing many opportunities for bridge players to learn and improve. 

One of our most recent successes is the enrollment in the in-person, 8-week Bridge 
Basics course. This course has been taught eleven times since March 2019 and only 

mailto:prue@pruesaunders.com
https://www.unit498.com/
https://paloaltobridge.org/palo-alto-super-silver-sectional-march-2023/
https://paloaltobridge.org/mentor-program/
mailto:merenbach@yahoo.com
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four times in person. The Bridge Basics course usually has 10 to 15 students but this 
time there are 29 enthusiastic students in the course! Where did all these students 
come from and why are they going to stay?  

Several students came from our Learn Bridge in a Day?® 5-hour workshop that 
had an attendance of 28 people two weeks earlier. Offering the LBIAD workshop before 
a Bridge Basics course has proven to be a way to introduce people to bridge in a fun 
way and to entice them to want to learn more.  

Several students came from our participation in the second round of Project Boost. 
ACBL’s Project Boost put “Want to learn bridge?” ads on Facebook and we received 77 
leads from local people who clicked on the ads. Imagine that many people from the 
Reno area who were on Facebook during a 2-week period and who indicated they 
wanted to learn to play bridge! A very few of the people clicked on the ad by mistake 
and a few could not be reached before the Bridge Basics course began, but 16 of the 
leads registered for the course and several more said they were interested in a future 
class. Thank you ACBL and thank you Project Boost! 

What is the number one reason these 29 people will stay? To assist in teaching 29 
students in a student-centered learning atmosphere, our experienced players were 
recruited to volunteer to become a bridge coach and 29 people volunteered for this 
non-paying position! We have two bridge coaches assigned to every table for each of 
the 8 weeks of the course, much like the model employed in the LBIAD workshop. Their 
assistance has been amazing. Students are getting individualized attention in a large 
class environment, and they love it. 

Here are some of the other experiences and events provided at the Mathewson 

Bridge Center: 

A Variety of Games and Tournaments 

• Our Friday 149er game has grown from an average of 4 tables to an average of 
8 tables and this Bridge 1 course should give us a even bigger boost.  

• The I/N players have shown overwhelming support, interest, and attendance for 
the new ACBL sanctioned I/N Limited Sectionals. Our Unit 473 is offering this sectional 
every 2 months throughout the year. 

• The center offers a ProAm game once a week where “Pros” (over 500 MP) 
partner with “Am’s” (less than 500 MP). These partnerships have become a very 
positive mentoring experience and the game is consistently the largest game of the 
week. We’re now at the point where our amateurs are becoming the pros for a new set 
of amateurs.  

• We get our newest players comfortable and excited about playing duplicate 
bridge in a once-a-month Newcomer game for players with 0 to 20 pts. And our 
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players, who have graduated from the Newcomer game are wonderful assistants to the 
newer players. 

• We are adding Teaching games (0 to 5 MP) to the Bridge Basics course so using  

BridgeMates and bidding boxes occurs early in the learning process. 

Coaching and Playing Sessions – We offer three of these sessions a week. 
Players practice bidding and playing hands with experienced teachers supervising and 
providing advice. Players can also discuss the hands among themselves in a student-
centered learning environment. 

Big Bridge Events – Our bridge center is committed to inviting well-known bridge 
teachers to teach a half day seminar at the center. We follow up this morning seminar 
with an Open and 149er game. We’ve were fortunate to have Barbara Seagram and 
Robert Todd at the first two of these everts (and Robert Todd is coming back on April 
13, 2023). Each of these events have attracted over 100 people and the enthusiasm 
they have created has been invaluable. 

In summary, we attribute our recent success to the many opportunities the 
Mathewson Bridge Center provides to learn and play bridge and to all the time and 
energy our players provide in supporting these bridge activities. 

San Francisco By Denny Arar (506) 

Hello to all Bay Area readers! I am taking over Kim Fanady’s 
duties as Unit 506 correspondent as best I can, but I apologize in 
advance for my shortcomings on knowledge of the unit’s history 
and personnel. Kim’s a hard act to follow, but richly deserves 
retirement after so many years of faithful service, not to mention 
her ongoing work as QuickTricks’ super-capable club manager. 

The Bay Area bridge community came out in force for the first 
San Francisco January sectional since 2020. Held at St. Mary’s Cathedral, a more 
centrally located venue than the previously used Janet Pomeroy Center, the January 21-
22 event attracted 127 tables, a considerable improvement over the 92.7 tables 
notched up at the last sectional, in June. Brian Zhang and Amber Lin placed first in 
Saturday’s two-session open pairs game. In the bracketed team events, Andrew 
Sinclair, Chris Chen, Anent Rathi and William Zhu won the top bracket by a single 
victory point. H Vince Mueller, Michael Hartnett, Angelo Servino and Natasha 
Khandheria took bracket 2 honors, and Paulette Moe, Carolyn Farren, Patricia Irwin and 
Kathy Sanders brought home bracket 3. 

Meanwhile, at the Monterey Clambake Regional earlier in January, Unit members 
Kevin Babcock, Gail Gabiati, Ryan Gossiaux, Amber Lin, Christina Lo, and Chris Wong all 
scored first place finishes in various pairs and team events. 
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Congratulations to our 2022 masterpoint race winners. The Ace of Clubs winners 

(points won in club games only) are as follows: Shalini Agarwal (0-5), Sue Rushakoff (5-
20), Cynthia Hubbard (20-50), Gary Grossman (50-100), Caroline Allen (100-200), Lora 
Danis (200-300), Doug Weil (300-500), Christian Goetze (my husband!)(500-1000), 
Richard Rogers (1000-1500), yours truly (1500-2500), Jane McLaughlin (2500-3500), 
Stan Chow (3500-5000), Robert Ng (5000-7500), Steven Smolen (7500-10,000), and 
Vicki Lerner (10,000 plus). 

And here are Unit 506’s Mini McKenney winners (all points): Zhongxia Qi (0-5), 
Ryan Gossiaux (5-20), Cynthia Hubbard (20-50), Patricia Cericola (50-100), Kevin 
Babcock (100-200), Brigitte Sandquist (200-300), Shazia Makhdumi (300-500), Amber 
Lin (500-1000), Gail Gabiati (1000-1500), yours truly (1500-2500), Jane McLaughlin 
(2500-3500), Mark McCarthy (3500-5000), Robert Ng (5000-7500), Steven Smolen 
(7500-10,000), and Mark Ralph (10,000 plus). 

Congratulations also to Shazia Makhdumi on attaining life master status, and to 

Gail Gabiati on becoming a ruby life master. 

Finally, the Unit has lost one of its most beloved members. Kate Jeffus died after 
being hospitalized for a heart attack. We will miss her red hair and animal print tights. 

San Mateo By Melanie Mauldin (498) 

We welcome members who are new to the Unit in January: 

 Thomas Li Hillsborough 

 Lauren McDonnell Menlo Park 

 Chris Chang Redwood City 

 Jessica Su Redwood City 

Congratulations to everyone who reached a new Master level in January: 

Club Masters 

• Allan Abrams 

• Vivian Weitzman 

The year got off to a great start with the January Unit game. There were 6 tables 
in the 499 section and 5 ½ in the open section. In the 499er game, Susan Griffin and 
Ralph Griffin placed first N/S and Judy Olsson and Helen Kishi were first E/W. In the 
open section, Janelle Van Rensselar and Susan Papilion were first N/S and Carl Eberling 
and Debra Martinez were first E/W. Thanks to everyone who helped organize and run 
the game. 
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Our next unit game will be February 18th. The dates of all Unit 498’s Unit games 

for the year are listed on our web site. 

This year’s Mentor/Mentee games got started on January 26th. There were 11 

tables. February’s game will be on the 23rd, at 6:30, on BBO. 

The Unit’s February Sectional, which awards silver points, will be held on February 
25th and 26th. This year’s tournament will be at the Palo Alto Bridge Center, which is at 
432 Stierlin Road, Mountain View. We’ll have room for 45 tables, and there are no 
advance sign-ups, so arrive early to be sure you have a seat. Proof of COVID 
vaccination is required for all ACBL sanctioned tournaments, including this Sectional. 
Table fees can be made with cash or credit/debit cards. 

If you’d like to volunteer to help at the Sectional, please contact Bob Gleason at 

bob.gleason@comcast.net. Bob can also help you find a partner for the games. 

Hope to see you at the upcoming games! 

Santa Cruz By Rick Zinman (550) 

Our unit will continue to follow COVID health and safety 
guidelines provided by Santa Cruz County. Currently, masks are 
optional. 

Currently, FTF open pairs are Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 
10AM, Wednesday at 6PM and Sunday at 1PM. BBO games are 
Tuesday at 6:30PM for 499er. Check the SCBC website for the 
current schedule of games. 

High Scoring Games  

Date Pair Names Score 

1/03/23 Mike Modest – Lou Browning 72.2% 

On 12/15/22 in an open game on BBO with 76 pairs, teams from Santa Cruz 
finished in 1st, 2nd and 5th place: Dick Wasserstrom – Si Wasserstrom, Ken Gamble – 
Mick Friedberg, Susan Slinger – Jim Slinger. 

  

mailto:bob.gleason@comcast.net
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Scoring Milestones   

Name  Rank  

Nancy Pringle Club Master 

Andrew Calciano Sectional Master 

Santa Rosa/Petaluma By Cecelia Zachar (509) 

I would guess that if you asked those in the know where 
California is most beautiful in the springtime, Sonoma Valley would 
be it. At least that’s true for those of us who live here. The grass is 
the most beautiful green you can imagine. It’s better yet when 
there are sheep grazing with their little white baby lambs on 
hillsides in 
the 
sunshine.  

Which leads to news about 
our Spring Sectional. The 
sectional is Saturday and 
Sunday, March 4 and 5. The 
venue is the Petaluma 
Community Center. Petaluma is 
known for its restaurants. As 
usual, we will have pair games 
on Saturday at 10 am and 2:30 
pm and teams on Sunday 
starting at 10 am. Soft drinks, water, tea, and coffee are offered free of charge. I’m 
expecting our snacks and treats to be A+ as usual. Saturday players are on their own 
for lunch, but there is a Trader Joe’s across the street and many other lunch spots close 
by.  On Sunday, Jackie Ortiz has graciously offered to bring lunch for everyone. As 
usual, the best match maker I know, Kathy Venton, is Partnership Chair. For more 
details, see our Spring Flyer. 

Unit 509 continues to have live games at Kathy Venton’s Bridge Gallery once a 
week on Thursdays at noon at the Petaluma Community Center, 320 North McDowell, 
Petaluma. We plan to have unit games, once a month, preceded by a free lesson. The 
first unit game is on Sunday, February 19, and the lesson is Overview of Doubles, 
taught by Tony Jackson. The lesson starts at 11:30; the game, at 1. In addition, Kathy 
Venton continues to run ACBL Virtual Games on BBO on Saturdays for players with 
<2000 masterpoints and on Tuesdays for those with <2500 points at 11:45 am. For 
more information or help finding a partner, see santarosabridge.com. 

https://web2.acbl.org/Tournaments/Ads/2023/03/2303312.pdf
http://santarosabridge.com/
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Our unit board is looking into possibly having another game in Santa Rosa in the 

near future. It will be run by the unit instead of by a private owner. More to come…. 

The unit board has had elections since our last report. Neill Ray has been elected 
Unit 509 President, Dave Pankratz will serve as Vice-President, Roy Redlich will be our 
Secretary, and Maxine Reagh will serve as Treasurer. Members-at-large are Harley 
Conner, Cathy Netz and Patty Shribbs. 

We had some big wins in Monterey this year. The biggest winner looks to be Sara 
Rothmuller with wins in in 2 team events — 24.54 gold and 31.08 gold! Wow! Other big 
point awards went to John and Patty Shribbs, 3rd place in teams, winning 7.66 gold; 
Kate Hill in 1st place in a side game for 7.97 Gold; Brian Sullivan and Jonathan Cohen 
winning 9.48 gold in pairs; and Patty Hertz winning 7.95 gold in teams. Other winners 
of note in Monterey were Abbe Cohen, Bob Klein, Shelly Dunietz, Helene Gay, Jane De 
Briyn, Judy Duport, Laurie Vree, Maxine Reagh, Cathy Wagener, Denis Racine, 
Stephanie Poley, Katherine Schram, Gloria Hersch, Tony Jackson, Kathy Venton, Jerry 
Besses, Conrad Larkin, Evelyn Holtz, and Peter Lit. 

Since our last report, two pairs have had 70%+ games at clubs. Pat Veuve and 
Howard Neckel put together a 79.61%(!!!) game in Oakmont on December 23, and 
Gary Robinson and Larry Borsian scored 70.74% on January 12. 

On BBO, Roy Redlich and Hans Van Boldrik scored 74.18% New Year's Eve placing 

2nd out of 174 pairs. Robert Goetzinger and Lawson James delivered a big 72.22% on 
January 24. 

We’ve had a few players progress through the ranks. These are new Junior Master, 
Sheila S Wong; new Club Master, Jeff Sacher; new NABC Masters, Maxine Reagh and 
Wally Schilpp; new Silver Life Master, Jeff S Sengstack; and new Emerald Life Master, 
Evelyn Holtz. Congratulations, all. 

Silicon Valley By Ray Yuenger (507) 

I composed my last column almost eight weeks ago.  In my 
estimation, the biggest news in the interim is that a San Jose 
Bridge Club has opened offering one weekly game on 
Wednesdays at 11:00 AM. I say “a San Jose Bridge Club” because 
it’s a different format than the San Jose Bridge Center used to be, 
with a large room at a Campbell church being set up the morning 
of the game and taken down after the game until the next week.  
I’ve been storing 10 to 12 card tables and 9 side tables in my 

garage and bringing them to the church in time for the set up.  I was glad to hear after 
the last game that the church will allow the tables to be stored on site. The players 
have been very helpful in taking down the setup, including putting away the chairs 
supplied by the church. 
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 The first day, January 18, there were 12 stratified tables in the open game and 4 

in a 499er section. The turnout was just one fewer table the following week.  
Registration in advance is encouraged and can be done through the sjbridge.org 
website. Lynn Yokel and Gabi Bowling are sharing directing duties. 

 At the two most recent Unit Board meetings, the Board identified a date and 
location for our next sectional, the Palo Alto Bridge Center on April 29 and 30. The 
Board voted to start the second session on Saturday at 3:00 PM instead of 3:30. 

 I wrote my last column just after the fall NABC in Phoenix, so I’ve already 
reported our members’ successes there. At the Palm Springs regional, Lynn Shannon & 
John Miller were first in a two-session open pairs event. At the same regional, Michael 
Fleisher’s team was first in its bracket. 

 There were a number of Unit successes at the Monterey regional.  Kevin 
Rosenberg won the premier barometer pairs. John Hodges won the fast pairs event.  
Earning stratification tops were Frank Xie in an open pairs event, John Stremel in a mid 
flight pairs event, and Monica Bacon-Proctor & Thomas Morse in a gold rush event.   

 Collecting section tops were:  Lynn Shannon & John Miller and Jim Liu in the 
barometer pairs; Rich Reitman and John Hodges in open pairs events; Colin Hemlsey & 
Robert Allen in mid flight pairs; and Roy Tsai & Li Zhang (twice) and Thomas Morse & 
Judy Reeve in gold rush pairs. 

 On winning knockout teams were Lynn Bartz, Brenna Wundram, and Kathy & 

Rich Jasper; and Shailesh Sampat, Elenalani Lam & Milind Girkar. Shailesh was also on 
another winning knockout team. Teams with Will Watson and Anne Wilson each tied for 
first in their brackets. 

 In the flight A NAP District finals, held at the Monterey regional, T-C Yang & 
Yanong Han took first, with Lynn Shannon & John Miller second. Aravind Alwan was 
first in the flight C online finals, with Shailesh Sampat & Milind Girkar second. 

 At the San Francisco sectional, Andrew Sinclair’s team was first in the top 
bracket. At the Sacramento sectional, Lynn Shannon & John Miller had two section tops 
in pairs games. 

 Congratulations to our newest Masters:  Gary Levinson, Jacqueline Mariadassou 

(Junior); Kathleen Cole (Club); Bill Roman (Regional); Murat Alaybeyi, Bharat Kamdar, 
Michele Liu (NABC); Aravind Alwan (Life); Philip Freiberger, Jung Hu (Ruby); Norman 
Marks (Gold). 

 At a recent District 21 Board meeting, Lynn Bartz was re-elected Treasurer, I 
was re-elected Secretary, and Jeff Hack was elected Vice President. Each position was 
uncontested. Vice President is usually a stepping stone to President after two years, but 
Jeff said that he’s not interested in becoming President. 

https://www.sjbridge.org/
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 If you are ready for face-to-face bridge, you should check out the new weekly 

game in Campbell.  The room being used is spacious and there is plenty of parking. 

Stockton By Debbie DeZarn (510) 

The Stockton Unit had some celebrations this year.  Director Ken 
Hillman and his wife Toni celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary 
at a Red Velvet Cake reception then departed for their annual 
vacation in Las Vegas.  This left the club in the hands of substitute 
Directors which can be a challenge sometimes.  But Korey and 
Debbie (the latter with help from Sue V. and Michael W.) got it done. 

On February 3rd friends held a surprise 
birthday party at the club for Cissy Hilken’s 90th 
Birthday!  Cissy and the party planners all won 
masterpoints at the day’s game after sharing pizza 
and a bridge themed cake with all attending.  The 
Stockton Club is fortunate to still have 5 (and a 
6th in March) nonagenarians playing at the Oak 
Park and the Stockton Clubs on a regular basis.  
On the flip side, those same clubs only have about 
4 players under 65 years of age who come a few 
times a year. 

The Ace of Clubs and Mini-McKenney awards 
for 2022 have been tallied and the results for the 
top 3 in each bracket are posted on the Stockton 
Club Bulletin Board.  In most brackets the winners for both the Ace of Clubs (face to 
face and virtual club games) and Mini-McKenney (also includes points won at 
Tournaments and ACBL online) are the same person.  Those brackets with different 1st 
place finishers will specify.  Beginning with the 0-5 bracket winners are Sylvester Price, 
5-20 Joan Canepa, 20-50 Frank Klo (AC) and Doug Mason (MM), 50-100 Kathleen 
McCloskey, 100-200 Paula Monroe (AC) and Mikki Kindelberger (MM), 200-300 Shirley 
Dozier, 300-500 Margaret Stovall (AC) and Debbie Greenberg (MM), 500-1000 Debbie 
DeZarn (AC) and Michael Wells (MM), 1000-1500 Glo Williams (AC) and Joy Gotelli 
(MM), 1500-2500 Mort Horn (AC) and Rose Knutson (MM), 2500-3500 Robert Kroning*, 
3500-5000 Susan Kroning, 5000-7500 Joan Garcia, 7500-10,000 Bill Nutting (MM) and 
over 10,000 Howard Parker. 

*Your columnist was sad to learn of the death of Robert Kroning in December, 
2022.  He is survived by his wife, Susan, who is the Unit 510 Webmaster. 

Several Unit players had an especially good January. Winning more than 40 
masterpoints were Bill Mitchell, Joy Gotelli, and Maryanne Sievers.  Earning more than 
20 points each were Michael Wells, who just became a Bronze Life Master, and Rose 
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Knutson. The bulk of that was probably from doing well at the Monterey Regional in 
January.  But they are regular club players as well who seem to “scratch” every time 
they play!   

All the clubs are scheduling higher masterpoint games this month and next so it is 
a great time to play face to face at the clubs. If we can get a minimum of 9 tables the 
Directors will strive to have A, B, and C strata. That only happened two times at the 
Stockton Club (a few more at Oak Park) in all of 2022. Please come in person to 
support all 4 (plus Sonora) clubs in our bridge Unit 510. Also, if you play in our clubs 
more than those in your actual Unit of residence), consider transferring your ACBL Unit 
affiliation to Unit 510. 

  

 


