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Board of Directors’ Report 
Summary of February 2023 District 21 Board of Directors Meeting 

Ray Yuenger, D21 Secretary 
February 2023 

Contact Ray:  rayyuenger@gmail.com 

It proved impossible to schedule a regular meeting of the District 21 (“D21”) 
Board of Directors in January which did not conflict with a District event or 
sectional and at which all the candidates for election could appear. But Anne 
Hollingsworth reached out to all the candidates, and we settled on Wednesday 
evening, February 1, as the most convenient time for most people. As it was, 
three of the 21 Units were unrepresented, and four other Units had alternates 
appearing, three as the sole Unit representative. It was Sigrid Price’s last 
meeting as President. It began online at 6:35 PM. 

Elections 

 The first regular meeting of the year is when district officers are elected. The new business of 
elections was taken out of order to maximize voting. Incumbents Lynn Bartz (Treasurer), Ray Yuenger 
(Secretary), and Cornelia Gould (Executive Committee Officer) were each re-elected without opposition. 
Anne Hollingsworth was elected President without opposition, and Jeff Hack was elected Vice President 
without opposition. Nominating Chair Jackie Ortiz deserves credit for finding a Vice Presidential candidate 
shortly before the election. 

 Due to a quirk in ACBL scheduling, the Board was also called upon to fill three positions on the 
Advisory Council (formerly the Board of Governors). This election is usually conducted online by the ACBL. 
There were four candidates, Cornelia Gould and incumbents Bruce Blakely, Anne Hollingsworth, and 
Joanne Wicker. Anne and Joanne made presentations to the Board. Because he was traveling, Bruce had a 
prerecorded statement displayed via Zoom. Cornelia was on a cruise but had submitted a written 
candidate’s statement. Because there were three positions to be filled, each voter was allowed to cast up 
to three votes. The incumbents were re-elected by weighted vote with secret ballots (actually Zoom chat 
messages) counted by Ray Yuenger and verified by Communications Chair Melanie Haddad during the 
meeting. Ray announced the outcome during the New Business part of the meeting. 

Other Business 

 The minutes of the special meeting on December 10, 2022 were approved as distributed. 

 As President, Sigrid Price thanked everyone who worked with her during the past year.  

 Sectional Coordinator Anne Hollingsworth encouraged Units to keep scheduling their sectionals 
with her. She asked for any volunteer interested in serving as sectional coordinator to contact her. 

 Treasurer Lynn Bartz asked for questions about the financial report she had circulated before the 
meeting. There were none. 

 District Director Stu Goodgold mentioned that the ACBL had been looking for a new Executive 
Director since his resignation. There were also three empty senior management positions and recently the 
CFO just left.  

 The ACBL Board voted to allow the multi two diamond convention in two NABC events. There will 
be online regionals a week after the spring and summer NABCs. The Board also authorized Districts to hold 
up to five non-Life Master or youth or junior regionals. Such a regional could be held concurrent with our 
regular regional. He mentioned that the median age of ACBL members is over 75. 

 Regional Director Jackie Zayac reported that the Board approved an under 6,000 pair event for 
the second weekend of the fall NABC. She is on the new member task force, among other committees, and 
would like to hear any ideas about introducing bridge to new people. The movie “Double Dummy” is now 
available online. There were different suggestions from board members about how to reach new members. 
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 Communications Chair Melanie Haddad reported that our new webmaster resigned, but a 
replacement has already been found.  

 NAP Coordinator Susan Mazzei reported that there were 14.5 tables in the Flight A final at the 
Monterey regional. Flight B had 18 tables and Flight C had 11 tables online. Each of the online events had 
about a $1,000 profit. 

 GNT Coordinator Grant Vance said that Melanie has a great sign-up page ready to go once our 
new webmaster is ready to upload it. Grant encouraged the District to promote the idea that clubs should 
participate in Grass Roots month to raise funds for the GNT and NAP. Some Districts are heavily involved 
and raise lots of money for stipends for competitors at the NABCs. Club participation requires an extra 
charge by the ACBL of $5 per table. 

 99er Nite Club Liaison Ray Yuenger reported that another District, 20, has just joined Districts 17, 
19, 21, 22, and 23 in the online game. In 2022, $20,782 in table fees was distributed to D21 virtual clubs 
from this game. The Club got a new ACBL sanction that allows it to avoid a recent fee increase imposed by 
the ACBL on most virtual clubs. 

 Growth Committee Chair Max Schireson wants the committee to focus on youth grants for this 
summer. The Treasurer pointed out that no money was included in the 2023 budget for youth grants. 

New Business 

 Max Schireson proposed a $5,000 expenditure for youth grants in 2023, the same as last year. 
His motion was seconded. He explained that new attendees are given more when there are too many 
applicants. Don Austin proposed reaching out to recent retirees. The motion carried without opposition. 
Lynn Bartz explained that it is not technically a budget amendment, but an additional expenditure outside 
the budget. 

 Sigrid Price explained the various options in Sacramento, Santa Rosa, and Fresno that she has 
explored for a site for the pre-summer regional. Anthony Toto has proposed the brand-new Table 
Mountain Casino, which is a 20-minute drive from Fresno. The Sacramento Doubletree would also like us 
back. Don Austin said there are several options around Fresno. While a regional will hurt their local club, 
their beginners will benefit from the opportunity to win gold points. There are eight restaurants in the 
casino according to their website. The Board discussed the pros and cons of each location. When Sigrid 
hears from both sites, she will present the information to the Executive Committee for a decision. Table 
Mountain is offering very attractive terms. 

 Lynn Bartz proposed that the Board regularly review regional fees a year in advance. Ray 
suggested that it should be a standing agenda item for each meeting. Jackie Zayac reported that District 
20 just increased its regional fees to $20.  

 Katherine Ewing proposed raising our regional table fees to $17 for 2024. Her motion was 
seconded. No fees were included on the sanction application for Monterey 2024. The motion carried by 
voice vote with one opposed. 

 Lynn Bartz moved to review the fees at the first meeting every year. It was seconded. After 
discussion, she moved to amend her own motion to make it a standing agenda item. Dan Merenbach 
proposed that it be a standing agenda item as part of the financial report to review the regional 
tournament fees each meeting of the District Board. Lynn agreed. The amendment was seconded. The 
amended motion carried by voice vote with one opposed, obviating the need for a vote on the original 
motion. 

 The topic of scheduling board meetings in advance was delegated to our incoming President. 
Anne Hollingsworth proposed scheduling meetings for mid-week about two weeks after each of our 
regionals. Another proposal was starting at 7 PM. Ray said the item was scheduled in case any Board 
member had a proposal about specific dates. Otherwise, the President and Secretary will work out the 
dates. 
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 Anne Hollingsworth reviewed Sigrid’s accomplishments after being thrust into the Presidency by the 
unexpected resignation of the past President. Among other things, Sigrid skillfully negotiated with the 
hotels to minimize COVID losses as well as volunteering at all the regionals. The Board has arranged a spa 
certificate as a token of appreciation. The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
 


