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The Most Fun Job in Bridge 

While everyone else in the world of bridge governance is sweating 
out hotel room minimums and crunching numbers for the budget, my 

committee is having a great time. We decide who are the best 
people in the bridge community: selecting those individuals who do 
the most good, help others and promote our favorite game. Each 

year, we solicit nominations from every Unit, and the Unit Presidents 
submit their nomination in the form of a letter illuminating that 
nominee’s sterling qualities. After over 2 years of down in the dumps 
news, it is so refreshing to read about good deeds and herculean 

efforts made to restore and maintain our good times at the tables. 
Due to the pandemic and its accompanying gloom, this committee 
did not honor any goodwill ambassadors for 2021, but we are now 

making up for lost time! 

The 2021 Goodwill Award Recipients are the following: 

Kathy Harper (Unit 503, Palo Alto) is a bridge teacher extraordinaire who’s responsible for bringing 
hundreds of people to the game we love. 

Teri Smoot (Unit 505, Sacramento) didn’t get lazy during the Covid shut down. She rose to the challenge of 
keeping bridge alive and brought the Sacramento games into the digital age. She volunteered her time 
directing an amazing 8 online games per week. 

Tom Stillman (Unit 506, San Francisco) accepts any task, big or small that comes his way. From being Unit 
Prez to picking up the coffee and accoutrements for every Unit game, the bridge players of San Francisco 
can count on Tom to step in and help no matter how onerous the job. 

Judy Fisher (Unit 507, San Jose) is a jack of all trades in the local bridge community. Serving every office 
on the Unit Board, teaching, acting as bookkeeper and manager, Judy is the person everyone relies on to 
get stuff done. 

The 2022 Goodwill Award Recipients are the following 2 exceptional individuals: 

Brad Stone (Unit 473, Reno) is President of the group that oversees the Mathewson Bridge Center in Reno, 
and he is ultimately responsible for EVERYTHING! Aside from his business dealings running the center, he 
also pitches in with set up and clean up. His mentorship and support of newcomers and beginners, including 
holding weekly practice sessions, has instilled many new players with a love for the game. Brad’s 
nomination from his unit included 7 letters of recommendation, containing words like kind, gentle, 
considerate, cheerleader. “He always has a smile on his face”, “No need to be thanked,”, “the first person 
there and the last to leave”, and my favorite: “A Gentleman’s Gentleman.” 

Lyde Hussey (Unit 520, Monterey) has been spreading the joy of bridge for 61 years! A phenomenal 
bridge teacher and director, Lyde wears every hat imaginable in her bridge community. The glowing 
submission from her unit mentions many of Lyde’s sterling qualities but the committee was especially 
impressed with Lyde’s exceptional demeanor: always a kind word, never angry, makes every director 
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decision smoothly and with the goal of avoiding any discord. She has combined her love of travel with her 
love of the game by organizing trips and vacations for her unit members. How about weekend retreats at 
the beach for 28 people or train trips in Canada? This woman never stops. 

My committee was honored to read all of the submissions for the Goodwill awards and can’t wait to meet 
the recipients in at the Monterey Regional. I hope many District 21 bridge players will attend our reception 
for them on Thursday, January 5th, at 2 pm, at our host hotel. We will have yummy desserts while we sing 
the praises of our visionary volunteers. Also, our president, Sigrid Price will reveal her Presidential Award 
to the 2022 Goodwill Recipient. Drumroll please! 

See you soon, 

The D21 Goodwill Committee, 
Gail Gabiati 
Mark Humphrey 
Jane Maloney 
Tom Pajak 
Anthony Toto 


